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from BBA newsletter issue 01 // Hong Kong
We began simply, with the name as a means to unearth a collaborative position.

Black, not a color or hue, but the unity of light in absentia. Book, as a collation, gathering of
knowledge and manner of finding publics. And Assembly, in contrast to the exchange-
based structure of a fair, a mode for the sharing and reciprocity of other values.

Such a deconstruction serves both as a manner of focus and a disclaimer, and it must be
repeated here that BBA is hardly any institution, club or organised entity, but merely an
attempt, via sporadic neuronic impulses, to rediscover and gather again what possibility may
be inherent amidst our silly idealisms about anti-capitalism, commoning and radical equality.

from BBA newsletter issue 02 // Seoul

Members of the Anarchy Group participated in Hong Kong’s Black Book Assembly
(2019) and were inspired by the diverse, Asia-based but transnational energies brought
together in the BBA More-Than-Half-a-Year-in-Review newsletter (2020). This year, we
wanted to do a project that would keep us coming together without risking regular meetings
in person, due to COVID-19,
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ILLUSTRATION // Bruno RUIZ NAVA, based upon a Thai Internet meme which portrays PA PAQ, an infamous
auntie who frequents all protests and is known for her mastery in cursing. The words read “No one can curse
like you do...", parodying lyrics from a well-known Thai Mother's Day song.
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WHEN WE ARE NO LONGER ABLE TO ASSEMBLE,

WHAT ARE WE DOING NOW?

U 2022 BUAUGIENIAESSSUMAIR:NSITOORA
WORLNA ansWaavz=aadaviws isas:anas
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In early 2022, amidst repeated natural and sys-
temic disaster, pandemic-induced delays, and

the wearied ambivalence of how to continue our
efforts of counter-hegemonic struggle, perhaps
there was nothing more satisfying than being able
to sit together once in the cinema. In Thailand,
the monarchy enters the theatre literally, with a
short, animated video comman-ding standing
respect to the king before every screening. For
decades, audiences in black boxes have stood

in obedience. Only since the widespread social
unrest of 2020, however, have Bangkok cinema-
goers felt comfortable to remain seated—a
mundane act of defiance curiously entangled with
culture, spectacle, and popcorn.

WONISIQENSATISEV | Am Not Alone douruilu
MWEUOSIREIAUMSIAUIBSS 1SNIdeu Radu
AsucIIKULS:KINVUSSIUSUTIALNENSTUUCS
IIKVNSIVITES:KIEIVT 2007-2018 MSUS:NIY

TunSodugnBeniMsURIaMU:KEKSo

The Velvet Revolution ansaddacnurthgAu
ulnauBuItiou AsuMSUs:MvdeNslaflaasy

AuIdealudasalsiAUIaDaNIUIMMUITOVKANY
0o0Idus:e:nmon3n 200 Alauassugametilug
MSaNJoURVRAURIKUNEUNUILUULIIASASWU
anluisnu

We watched / Am Not Alone, a movie about the
overthrow of the rule of Serzh Sargsyan, who
served alternately as both President and Prime
Minister of Armenia from 2007-2018. Known as
the Velvet Revolution, the documentary follows
opposition leader Nikol Pashinyan, beginning
from a solo live stream on an empty public
square and eventually walking 200 km through
several cities, leading to an upheaval so massive
and dense that the pavement of Republic Square
in Yerevan could no longer be seen.

foiswlUuRudEAUMSUIdAIURLIIUSA Idfion
Tulare:andulunumsuniamelunaitosn
WAL IschotndoAnukdvRireIUIlEUTe
ASHABUBEUUNULIREOTAUBUY SnUuldu
thnfsudulufumweuas)AgIdou ANUKID
Juindaudriveaniuinaikdaimu msus:Aoviio
Us:insulagngavnoito 2019 na:Alngitol 2020
IkDavIaALNawIdumsdodioudosmouis
lla=Aol3doansiden

Despite our resistance to hail and idolize an in-
dividual figure, we could not help but feel moved
by this so-called revolution in less than thirty
days. Each of us remembers the overwhelming
hope of standing in solidarity on the streets with
countless others. And we tear up, realising with
this cinematic reminder that such a sensation
feels so distant now. Daily pro-democracy
protests in Hong Kong in 2019, and Bangkok in
2020, have become sluggish, bureaucratic fights
to free our friends and save our voices.

MwikadIRgLROUTRKUNAUAUKAVKSIUEN?
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Is the imprint of seeing such images only a
nostalgia? Nostalgia connotes a yearning for
the past, and in our most forlorn moments,
democratic reform feels only as a defeated
resignation to something bygone. We want to
say that that's okay. But here, being able to sit
together and work on this newsletter, we hope
to lay out something with a bit more hopeful
continuity. To share what’s not okay.
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Actually, in Thailand in 2020, the ‘ceiling’ was
breached. For many of us, it was the first time

VICTORIA + 5% PORTABLE

to look beyond a caged sky to glimpse other
possibilities and imaginaries. No one predicted
that after standing together in the square, we
would now sit down together in the cinema.

And so just as Pashinyan was not alone in the
planning of his initial expedition, our resistance
does not erupt out of a mythical void. Rather, it is
part of many varied expressions of a movement,
the neverending processes of collaborative

work, labour, and dialogue nurtured over time.
The 2018 revolution in Armenia, 2019 protests
in Hong Kong, and 2020 protests in Thailand
were all climactic breaking points after years of
relentless and fearless efforts from those unseen
behind the protest stage: human rights lawyers,
publishing presses, healthcare workers, wage
workers, artists, street vendors, students, mothers,
teachers, etc. And on-the-ground protests may
now be in our past, but the movement is not.

ISTS0RUANUAURNNMSUS:OUUNUUIUG
VBV AADYY AanSaURINDIKDE DA
QS:KIUDEASORLN WBUAUKTVINGODNOWAT
aviisidovmsiufsmskousangnanuraukau
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We are asked, therefore, to shift focus away from
the event of protest and towards the slow-time
work of eroding the colossal walls of power. A
friend from Hong Kong says that what we need is
not nostalgia, but reminders. So this issue of the
newsletter, collectively edited from Bangkok, is a
simple reminder and a question. When we are no
longer able to protest, what are we doing now?

&
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SANTIAGO
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UN VIOLADOR EN TU CAMINO
IdalagwonisiAuow

BBA Variations

“Un Violador en tu Camino” K$ounvinsn
Tugo “El violador eres t0” 10UBaIWaLAON
tlUnaoomoUs:ivANUSUISHARKEGD

SAUUSSSUMSIUTU la=msinuikdann

inaduIlumWamuu NUIWDTEGENNEET0
ana 10da (Las Tesis) 10uRicomavia:inly
igaviduasvisnRidovsudarinido3un 20
wordmau U 2019 lagdoundnkanendu
uinuiethiwaviunaaoludufichog n3n 400
IKordlan

Aau “Un Violador en tu Camina” m1nnassu
duauumMualdugvavavvubguyavUn
1yuegdNensm wmla (Rita Segato) lla=ciolN
wavdldsumsusucvwaoiiasivaiiuniun
JonqulagmsIK iwauri (Sarah Plant)

passumuauladideldsumsialos 3nda
INu (sixtyten) 1JonQruaU 2022

“Un Violador en tu Camino” (also known as “El
violador eres t1") is a performance in protest
of the violence against women, rape culture
and their consequent victim blaming. It was
written and first performed by the Chilean
feminist collective Las Tesis in Santiago on
20 November 2019, and has been adopted
by various groups and performed in over 400
diverse locations across the world.

The original Spanish-language chant “Un
Violador en tu Camino” is based upon the
writings of anthropologist Rita Segato. The
musical arrangement and English version of “Un
Violador en tu Camino” is by Sarah Plant.

The Indonesian version has been translated by
sixtyten in the winter of 2022,

El patriarcado es un juez
que nos juzga por nacer,
y nuestro castigo

es la violencia que no ves.

El patriarcado es un juez
que nos juzga por nacer,
vy nuestro castigo

es la violencia que ya ves.

Es femicidio.

Impunidad para mi asesino.
Es la desaparicion.

Es la violacidn.

Y la culpa no era mia, ni dénde
estaba ni cémo vestia.

Y la culpa no era mia, ni dénde
estaba ni cémo vestia.

Y la culpa no era mia, ni dénde
estaba ni como vestia.

Y la culpa no era mia, ni dénde
estaba ni como vestia.

El violador eras tu.
El violador eres tu.

Son los pacos,
los jueces,
el Estado,
el Presidente.

El Estado opresor es un macho
violador.
El Estado opresor es un macho
violador.

El violador eras tu.
El violador eres tu.

Duerme tranquila, nifia inocente,
sin preocuparte del bandolero,

que por tu suefio dulce y sonriente
vela tu amante carabinero.

El violador eres tu.
El violador eres tu.
El violador eres tu.
El violador eres tu.



2019/11/20

The pamnarchy 1s a judge

That judges us for being born.
And as women we are purished
By the violence you don't see.

The pamnarchy 1s a judge

That judges us for being born.
And as women we are purished
By the violence we have seen

The cnme 1s femicide

The judgses let the killers go.

They maks the women disappear,
The cnme 1s rape

And the fault it wasn't mine,
Not where I went or how | dressed.
And the fault it wasn't mine,
Not where I went or how | dressed.

We know the rapist 1s you.
We know the rapist 1s you.

It's the cops.
The judges
It's the state.
The President

It's the state that's our oppressor,
It's the rapist government.
It's the state that's our oppressor,
It's the rapist government.

We know the rapist 1s you.
We know the rapist 1s you.

Sleep soundly, innocent girl,
And don't you worry about the bandit
Your Joving cop sees your swest smile,

And watcheas over you while you dream.

We know the rapist 1s you.
We know the rapist 1s you.
We know the rapist 1s you.
We know the rapist 1s you.

Las TESIS

Patriarki adalah seorang hakim

Yang menghakimi kami karena telah lahir
Dan sebagai perempuan kami dihukum
Dengan kekerasan yang tidak kamu lihaf.

Patriarki adalah seorang hakim

Yang menghakimi kami karena telah lahir
Dan sebagai perempuan kami dihukum
Dengan kekerasan yang telah kifa lihaf.

Kejahatan itu adalah femisida.

Para hakim membiarkan para pembunuh pergi.
Mereka menghilangan perempuan.

Kejahatan ifu adalah pemerkosaan.

Dan itu bukan salahku,

Bukan ke mana aku pergi atau bagaimana aku
berpakaian.

Dan ifu bukan salahku,

Bukan ke mana aku pergi atau bagaimana aku
berpakaian.

Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu

Merekalah para polisi
Para hakim

Negara

Presiden

Negaralah yang menindas kami
Pemerintah pemerkosa
Negaralah yang menindas kami
Pemerintah pemerkosa

Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu

Tidur yang nyenyak, 9adis lugu.

Dan jangan mengkhawatirkan bandit itu.

Polisimu yang penyayang melihat senyum
manismu,

Dan men9awasimu selagi kau bermimpi.

Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
Kami tahu pemerkosa itu adalah kamu
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In Thailand, the Thai translation of the song
was per-formed for the first ime during the
November 2020 Prai Parade (the Thai name
Praiis a homophonic wordplay on “pride”,
which means “peasants or commoners subject
to nobles”). The song was translated into

Thai by the Feminist’s Liberation Front
(Twitter: @femliberateth), previously known

as the Women for Freedom and Democracy
Group. While “Un Violador en tu Camino”
makes references to “Un Amigo en Tu
Camino”, a song propagated to promote police
enforcement in Chile, the Thai version makes
references to the epic Ramayana stories.
Named “Sita Through the Fire”, the song refers
to the scene where Sita was forced by her
husband, Rama, to walk through fire to prove
her purity after having been captured by other
male characters—a familiar narrative of the
violence repeatedly inflicted upon women.
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A Korean version was translated by activists
living in Gangjeong Village on Jeju Island at
the beginning of 2020. The first part of the
lyrics is a critique of patriarchal Korean society.
The second part was adjusted to more focus
on being against the military base, new airport
project, and other destructive development
projects on Jeju Island. The title of their
performance is something like, “As a Jeju

SN X2 ME
=9) |- PAES

Woman, Rise and Jump Up Against the Military
Base Resistance Dance” and can be viewed via
the BBA blog: www.blackbook.page/BBBlog.
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“Protests won't win us victory”

Yes—no matter how much we protest, we will never win—if victory
insinuates acquiring that absolute power, or if it means that our
society is suddenly tfransformed into a peaceful and democratic
one. But no—we do not agree. We do not agree with the victory-
defeat narrative or a zero-sum game. We do not agree with
mobilizing the movement with that rhetoric.

Perhaps we could return fo the question of the fight itself, fo ask
again who our “*enemy” is exactly? For us, the enemy is not an
individual, not Prayut’, this government, or a particular person. It

is the matrix of oppression, a system that breeds injustice and its
tyrannic tendency. Hence, the fight for democracy shares struggles
with the fight fo topple patriarchy, and feminists’ work is one that
also fights for labor rights. The matrix is intricate and labyrinthine.

It weaves nodes of power. It also infiltrates. It penetrates the
workplace, seeps into relationships, lives within “our side,” and even
within ourselves. We have not washed off our own rigid tendencies
having simply raised the three-finger salute, read the right books, or
condemned the right names.To fight for justice is fo confront the
enemy in all its forms. As such, *enemy” might be too contentious a
word. We may not be able to pinpoint an entity, not only because
it is hazy and nuanced, but because we are not fighting only to
be "against” something. Rather, we are asking, "How can we be
otherwise?”

! General Prayut Chan-o-cha staged a coup and seized power in 2014. From 2014 to 2019,
he governed Thailand as the head of the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO),
and in 2019 was elected as Prime Minister in a questionable election designed to favor
his party. Despite ongoing protests that exploded in 2020, he is still in power.
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This fight (or any other fight) is not a world war in which there are
uniforms fo designate sides, a literal fight where one obliterates the
opponent until one side surrenders or another declares they have
“seized control.” Fighting for democracy, equality, or justice, we are
not aiming for fotfal victory. We are not trying to discourage saying so,
but only fo emphasize that this is a long marathon, that mobilization
is a process of gradually eroding the power of hegemony,
persistently raising the ceiling, and expanding society’s imagination.
It is the plowing of soil, taking root, and growing.

Of course, when we accomplish certain goals big or small—like
seeing the overwhelming masses at Ratchaprasong intersection,
the release of our friends, or the spark of hot debates on pressing
issues—they can be considered “victory.” We could and should
celebratfe the change for which we have been hoping. However,
a victory is not an absolute that translates fo the end of the road
or permission to be complacent. We celebrate because we can
witness the fruits of our labor and the manifestations of resistance.
But it is victory’s fransience that reminds us fo keep walking and
keep struggling.

So, yes. We agree that we will never win no matter how much we
protest, because we don't believe in the same definition of victory.
We should not surrender to the binary narrative between victory and
defeat, a narrative that debilitates us. We will not let it become the
enemy’s fool to consume our capacity to struggle and resist. We will,
however, confront the enemy in whatever form, and recognize that
the fight does not end.The endless road is not aimless, but is full of
hope that fuels our ability to dream of an expansive universe.

13
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Discovering their mutual interests in
language, Namkheun, a translation
collective from Bangkok, and =&
B2, a zine produced out of Hong
Kong, came together for an online
discussion at the end of the summer
of 2021. The following edited ver-
sion of their exchange moves in
and out of the real and immaterial
barriers of prison walls—one from
the perspective of political prisoners
in Thailand and the other as a
way to share from outside to those
incarcerated in Hong Kong.

Writing In and Out of Prison

=EAE2D: We're from this group—the
translation of the name of the zine we
put out, it's hard... It's a phrase that
expresses something like late noon in
the day' We came up with this name
because it's like a feeling that everyone
has no matter where you are, whether
outside or inside a prison. We're called
E=EAE 2 in Chinese, and we've been
doing this for a bit more than a year
now.

NamkheunK: My name is Kritti, like
‘pretty’ but with a 'K' We're from this
collective called Namkheun, which
means in English “Rising Tides".

NamkheunV: I'm Victoria, that's just my
English name. I also have other names.
So Namkheun, we're just two people
for now, and we started just a little
bit more than a year ago as a literary
collective, mainly because that's the
only thing that we do better than other
things. We started mainly because
we talk a lot about things, both of us,
just two good friends, and so Kritti
was the one who said, '‘Oh, manifestos
really resonate with me, why don't
we translate that because it's also so
interesting language-wise. It's not just
saying what you want, but in terms of
rhetoric, how you want to move people.

So our first project was Namkheun
Manifesto, where we selected mani-
festos with which we found
resonances, and then we translated
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from English to Thai. We're still
thinking of ways of how to engage
with the manifestos in different ways.
But that's just a past and on-going

project—just wanted to share with you.

For this new project, it's the one
that we want to springboard from.
It's called A Raindrop Caged Awaits a
Raging Storm. It actually is a sentence
from a Thai activist. This project was
actually started by another collective
and publishing press called soi. The
person who runs this is Judha Su,
the editor-in-chief, and Judha came
up with this idea that she wanted
to translate these letters by these
political activists. I think this is also
something that I find resonating with
the Hong Kong context. It's not just
any random law, but a very particular,
archaic and brutal law called Lese
Majeste law where you cannot talk
anything about the king. But it's used
as a political weapon to accuse anyone
that dissents. So there are a lot of
activists being incarcerated for it in
the past two years. And what we're
doing as Namkheun is that we are the
translators of these letters.

But we want to have a dialogue
with you, and what we want to
show instead is the—not the shared
struggle—but shared sentiment and
shared relationship with politics.
In particular the reason why we're
translating these letters, is also not
because it's political with a big ‘P I
think. It's not always like democracy
is something abstract that you obtain,
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but it's also very much intimate and an
everyday kind of language, everyday
kind of relationships. And letters are
very intimate in that way. So what we
want to do, or what we hope to share
with you is this dialogue of how we
want to relate with this very grand,
systemic thing.

D: How do you get in touch with these
activists? Is it through soi, they
already established that network? And
the letters, how many of them are you
translating?

K: Soi is the main collective who has
been collecting all these letters. But of
all the letters, I think there are up to,
maybe around 50 of them? They're
added to a collection, some are quite
short, some are quite long. So it's soi,
but there's also this Thailand human
rights lawyers' association that works
really closely with all the activists that
are in prison and in the movement, for
the Lese Majeste law reform as well.
Alot of these letters also have been
posted online on social media, either
through the human rights lawyers'
association or by the friends and the
families of the activists themselves—on
their Facebook accounts, on Twitter
and stuff. So these letters are not
something that the public wouldn't
have access to in Thailand. They're
quite accessible. But a lot of the
time, only the letters by the main, or
famous, activists get retweeted or
shared widely on Facebook. So soi has
collected up to 50 or 60 letters, and
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we've selected as of now eight letters
from the collection. We didn't want
to select letters that are too grand or
too abstract in their understanding of
democracy.

V: Too heroic, maybe?

K: Exactly. Too romantic in their under-
standing of democracy, in their
approach to democracy. Some of the
letters that we've selected are still
very creative and dramatic, but we
also have some letters that are quite
mundane. Quite simple. Just being
very factual and a bit more vulnerable,
you could say. When we speak of the
letter as a form of communication, a
lot of the time, it's very interesting to
think about the dynamic of how these
letters were written or how they were
publicised, because on the one hand,
they can be very intimate and very
vulnerable, but on the other hand, it's
also quite apparent that these activists
know these letters will be published
on Facebook, that these letters will be
shared online. So in a way it's almost
them giving their political speeches
from the prison, through these letters,
and communicating with the mass,
with the movement through these
letters. I feel like the selection that
we've chosen, we have both kinds of
letters.

D: So if this is to be put out, who do you
expect to read it? Do you have any
target audience, or with what group of
people or community would you like to
share this?

K: For me, I feel like the function of these

letters in English would be really
different from their function in Thai.
In the Thai context, the function of
these letters would be to incite anger
or some sort of feeling or emotions in
the movement, right? But when these
letters are translated into English,

I do not at all expect the audience

to be angered or even sad for the
movement. We had this talk with soi
as well, how we feel like the way we
approach these letters, the way we
translate these letters, would be more
on a literary ground. Not saying that
being literary cannot also be political,
but for me, personally, I guess I'm more
interested in the rhetoric of democracy
in Thailand, and in how democracy

is imagined in Thailand through the
words of these activists. I don't always
agree with the way democracy is being
conceptualised and envisioned by
these activists—not all of them at least.
But I think they are very interesting
nonetheless, and so to answer your
question, who the target audience

is, I feel like it would be interesting
just to have a conversation with
anyone who is also trying to imagine
or conceptualise their own version

of democracy, their own version

of civility and civil society in their
context.

V:Ialso want to add, even though of

I've never been to Hong Kong, and

I have only read things available in
English, of course I cannot be as angry
as Hongkongers would be with the
National Security Law, but at the same



time, it was very moving. Once it has
been translated into English I could
understand, but maybe I could not feel
the impact that the original language
would do. These kinds of talks about
being lost in translation we could go
into, but my point is that even if I can
just understand and not feel, I find it so
important to have these translations,
because in the end, I learn so much
about Hong Kong. Not just the context
of what happened, but also how people
want to talk about democracy. Like

for example I remember very well I
watched the news when the movement
just started, and people were raising
the flag of America. I really didn't
understand it all. Of course I couldn't
know so much, but because of these
translations I was able to put my hands
into this storage of knowledge and also
the storage of these sentiments, so in
the end I feel like we shared something
about that. Even if there's National
Security Law and Lese Majeste law,
and they are two completely different
things, or the context of colonisation
and also this occupation is very
different, but to be moved by the
struggle that you don't even know
anything about is the core of what

I think is so important about any
movement, why we should think about
the connections across contexts.

: T also have a random thought, it just

came to me, that actually, what we've
been saying is not that different from
the manifesto project. It's exactly the
same rationale, of we having read
these manifestos from a completely
different context, completely different
time; some of them are from the

90s, from the 80s, some of them are
from Edinburgh, which I've never
been to. And still when we read

these manifestos, which are not that
different from letters, we feel their
rage. We feel something, and I can't
say for sure exactly if I'm also enraged
by the struggle, if I also feel the sort of
sadness that they do, and I think that's
sort of the reason behind us wanting

to translate the manifestos into Thai.
To see if these feelings and sentiments
could be translated into Thai and

if they would make any sense. The
letter project is the reverse, but it's the
same thing, where we're translating
the sentiments and the feelings of the
context that we have in Thai. And

it's coming also from my own lived
experience as a Thai person who has
gone through the demonstrations as
well.

PORTABLE: For HEHH £ also, the zine

you are doing—it's not a translation—
but you are speaking to people who
are in the prisons now, and it's not
that same kind of effort as during

the movement. I wonder if there was
a change also for you all to think
about what your focus is compared
to the things you did in 2019. Like for
example the interviews you've given
to online media in the past, those were
a way to communicate to the outside
world, but now this is a different
kind of project, and I wonder if that's
something you've thought about.

: Maybe I should start answering after

we shortly introduce our project. How
we started, how it looks like. From
last year, constantly, everyday we
received news and updates of who's
being arrested for something—for
National Security Law or for rioting,
for something else they did in 2019.
The movement has died down because
of the force of this law imposed upon
us, and then the sentiment and the
atmosphere at that time was just
really, really like we are in the midst
of nothing. We couldn't see what we
could do. We were just reading the
news, and maybe some of the people
would go to the courts to show support
or solidarity with the people behind
bars, but then, personally, I didn't
want to feel that we have nothing left
to do and that we're just separated
because people have been sent to jail.
So I was imagining how it would be to
be in jail, what I would be missing if I

7?
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went to prison. What would I want to
read, what kind of information would

I want to get that I couldn't because

of this separation? So I just invited
some friends and said, ‘Do you want to
start doing this zine?' We just posted
letters to prisoners by putting things
inside based upon what we think is
interesting, like memes, and maybe
some sexy photos of boys and girls.
There are articles about memory, about
the Czech Republic, revolutions back
then. About femicide in Mexico. Also,
teaching them how to do exercise
without equipment, things like that.
We couldn't bind them in any way,
because when you post something into
prison, it cannot be bound, not with
staples or string or anything, so we just
print it A4 colour print and then fold it.

HEIE2G: [holding up nude photos] For
entertainment!

D: More or less like this. We intended
to do it once every three weeks, but
we didn't manage to keep up with
this pace. Now we're doing it once a
month, or this time we dragged on
for longer, so it's nearly two months.
They're being put in different prisons,
and different prisons have different
censorship standards. It all depends
upon the staff, so some readers, they
will send letters to us saying that it got
rejected for various reasons. Some said
the photos were too sexy, some said
it's like a magazine and you can't post
magazines inside. All kinds of reasons.
So we kind of changed the design a
bit, less like a magazine that you can
flip, but just A4 papers straight on
two sides. We have now around 100
readers.

G: Just like a letter.

D: The aim of this project, some of this is

because we want to connect to them
in some way, and also because we can
foresee that there will be a lot of people
going to jail, we also want to form a
community inside. Because they are
all reading this, we imagine, so maybe
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they can share something with each
other through this. So we also have
this column where readers can send us
something they wrote or drew, poems,
anything. We print it in the zine also,
so they can read it and share feelings
or anything. This also resonates to
what Namkheun believes. We don't
always have to talk about ‘the struggle'
and the movement and democracy, but
how they are doing right now, what
would they imagine they would be if
it's not for this thing?

Also, because back in 2019, the
population of this struggle was so
huge—it was never like this before—I
was also thinking about translation,
though it's not always about different
languages. Language doesn't mean like
Thai or Cantonese or Chinese, because
even if we both speak Cantonese, we
don't necessarily understand each
other. We come from very different
backgrounds, have different concerns...
So the situation in 2019 was that
we as a collective, sometimes we felt
desperate. We wanted to say things
about the movement, but then people
would not necessarily understand, or
sometimes they would see things as if,
You're dragging this back’, or 'You're



taking this to some direction we don't
agree with' Like the argument about
raising the flag, it's been very binary
between people who supported this
action and those who have doubt.
Doing this zine is kind of like a softer
way to build the bridge of what we
believe, and then we can put it out in
this way. Also, they have a different
feeling of time in prison. I would
expect they have more and a different
space to understand or to try to
understand different ideologies and
different ways of thinking. How this
thing is related to all of us.

One example could be like in the
Black Lives Matter uprising. On social
media at that time, people would say
in the forums that we shouldn't speak
too much about it because we want
the US to support us, to support our
democracy, to fight China, things like
that. But we would think that's wrong.
We have to say what we have to say,
so we put out articles that talk about
how we should understand Black Lives
Matter and that struggle, and what
black people are facing in the US.

: For the same question that you
asked to Namkheun about the target
audience, does HEHE 2 feel that you
really try to make a dialogue with
people who are very different from
you? You try to reach out to people who
wouldn't agree with your opinions
before?

:Iwould imagine yes, but then because
I don't really know them, most of the
time it's more a one-way thing. Now
sometimes we receive their letters
or their responses about the content,
but not really about political views or
ideology. More about the photos we
put, like, 'How come the girls have so
many clothes on them, but the guy is
naked?' Although there's not much
discussion going on, they're happy
to keep receiving our letters. I would
imagine there's something going on.

The Position of Political
Prisoners

K: How are the political prisoners
received by other prisoners in the
same prison in the Hong Kong context?

D: I've heard that other prisoners will
think that they are like some idealists,
because nobody went to jail before
for that. Now a huge amount of people
have gone to jail because of something
like democracy or the more ideal
world that they want, and I've heard
that others would be really interested
in them, and they will want to talk
about it. Some others, maybe they are
conservative anyways, they will say
some mean things to you, but then the
situation is that the population inside
is large enough. So say, for example,
in the canteen, you form one table
only for political prisoners, the yellow
ribbons, so they can kind of take care
of each other. Someone who's in for
longer, when there's someone new
coming in, they will actively go to
check them out and see if they're a
yellow ribbon or not, and if they are,
then they will give them tips for the
jail, something like that.

K:Ithink in one of the letters, by one of
the Thai activists—Anon Nampa, one of
the main figures—he wrote about how
he was embraced by fellow inmates
in the prison. I find it very interesting
somehow that going to prison for
him—in the way that he presented his
story, at least—is that, T'm embraced
by all these inmates who also suffer
from some sort of oppression and
inequality from the state. So they sort
of understand what the movement is
all about.

D: But then, I also don't really like the
binary between these types, as if
somebody who's dealing drugs because
they want a better life is lower than
people who are for democracy. There
was one time me and my partners
asked one another, 'Are you curious



what kind of crime they committed
or for what they are imprisoned?’
Actually, I will Google it if I can, and
even if it's a political prisoner, [ want
to know what case they are in for

and what kind of procedure they are
going through now. So I will Google
their name and see if I get any results.
So far, a more controversial case for
me has been a guy that molested a
teenage girl in a [housing] estate at
night. But then I still feel like they're all
suffering, they're all being repressed
in some way, that's why they've acted
in a certain way. So what about in
Thailand, the political prisoners, do
they get any special treatment in jail?

V: In some ways yes, and in some ways

no. From the letters and also news
reports that are public, they talk about
how there's this support system as
well, like if you go in and there are
seniors, people who are veterans in
the prison, they'll tell you some tricks
and give you their share of things. But
then there are also letters from another
guy who has been imprisoned for other
cases in other movements, and he said
that he was concerned that another
activist was being sent to a zone as

a convicted prisoner, as opposed to
aremand prison. This person who
wrote the letter is concerned because
the convicted prisoners actually have
been proven to have committed the
crimes. He was scared that another
activist put in that section would be in
danger, that they might be harmed by
conservative prisoners who might be
more physically fit and can harm them,
I guess. But actually the mistreatment
comes more from the correctional
officers, if anything. So it seems almost
that mistreatment comes more from
the system, like a hierarchical pressure
from above, not as much from other
prisoners.

K: Iwas just thinking about the history

of political prisoners in Thailand, and I
don't know much about the Hong Kong
context, so I want to ask you. I feel like

in the Thai context, there have been
alot of different movements since

the 30s, where in each decade there
will be a group of people who will lead
some sort of movement, and they'll be
imprisoned for that. What I'm trying to
say is that I feel like we're quite used
to there being political prisoners. It
happened back in the 70s, it happened
again in the 90s. It happened during
the Red Shirts movement which was
back in early 2010, 2011-ish. And now
again in 2020. And then some of the
prisoners from the previous movement
are still in prison. Some have been
released, some have not. I wonder if it's
the same in the Hong Kong context?
What are the implications for us being
so used to this kind of situation?

Is it the same in Hong Kong, or is it
different?

: There are 'contemporary’ political

prisoners—actually, the ones who were
sentenced in 2017 because of land or
territorial struggles—there were 13 of
them imprisoned. Actually another riot
case happened in 2016 where this one
person confronted the police and they
were attacking each other during the
new year holiday. His name is Edward
Leung, I don't know if you've heard
about him. He is the most famous
political prisoner nowadays, because a
lot of youngsters have been following
his ideas about Hong Kong autonomy
and the independence of Hong Kong
from China, that we should get rid

of Mainlanders, things like that. But
alot of anonymous people have also
gone into jail because of some kind

of struggle, they are just not known.
Alot of these people that literally
nobody knows have been arrested, and
this has been happening throughout
all these decades. Generally, we're

not really familiar with the idea of
political prisoners, but we have ideas
about it because of foreign struggles

or movements. I would say we are all
learning, and we are learning fast. We
are familiar with political prisoners

in China. Because we're anti-Chinese



government, so people are aware of
lawyers, or people like Liu Xiaobo or
his wife going to jail or being kept in
their homes for such reasons.

V:Thave another question in follow-
up. So in Thailand, another petty
harrassment is that they request or
demand very high bail money. Like
if you are accused of something,
you have to pay 200,000 Baht each
instance. And so there's this movement
of crowdfunding for bail funds, but
there's also this organisation for Thai
human rights lawyers who give free
counsel. [s there this kind of support or
network as well?

D: We used to have this fund called
612 that was set up in 2019 for the
movement, to fundraise for the people
who have cases. They were an official
fund that followed every regulation
and rule very carefully. They had
accountants, they had auditors,
everything, but then recently, just a
week ago, they were forced to close
down. Not really directly by the
government, but the account holder
was being threatened secretly. So the
account for fundraising could not be
used anymore, and then it was hard

for them to open another account,
because the banks nowadays, you have
to go through so many troubles. It was
impossible for them to do it all over
again. So this fund closed. But they had
been supporting a lot of people over
these few years, and in different ways.
For detainees not sentenced yet, they
could send food from outside, and they
established a lot of different services.
Even if you're not detained or in jail but
you suffered because of the movement,
physically or mentally, if you went to a
doctor, you could claim money for that,
too.

On Margins, Languages, and
Empathy

V: It surprises us about the traditions of

political prisoners in Hong Kong. It
didn't occur to us that we have such

a strong political prisoner tradition

in Thailand—until we talked to you.
This appears in the language, too. For
example, we will make jokes if we talk
about something risky or sensitive,
and someone will end the conversation
saying things like, 'Oh, there's a red
light on your head. As in, a sniper is
aimed at you. It's very strong actually,
I never really realised how graphic
that is.

K: We could also end a conversation with
a joke like, 'What would you want
from your visitation? O-liang is this
Thai coffee, which is part of visiting
someone in prison, you would bring
them this coffee. There's also kui
gab rag mamuang, meaning that you
would end up talking to the roots of a
mango tree, meaning that you would
be abducted and buried in the ground
under a tree.

V:Ithink it's just very intense in

language. I remember growing up,

and my parents are not the most
progressive people, and they would
say those things, too, but in a different
kind of tone. They were not joking,
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but they're more like, ‘No, no, no, you
can't say that, otherwise kui gab rag
mamuang—the mango tree. So it was
very graphic. It's very violent. Well
now, it's much more open because of
the protests, but before, we had a lot of
code words to talk about things. I think
maybe it's the same in Hong Kong. To
avoid being accused of criticising the
king or things like that, you would
have these code names for him instead
of using his name or saying it's the
king. You would use the word 'sia’, a
prefix for ‘The Tycoon'

K: That's what I find very interesting
about the Thai movement—the use of
humour and the use of jokes in our
everyday, political communication. It's
very prominent. Also when you go to
protests, even the posts by the leading
activists, the organiser groups, will
alot of the time be very comical and
funny. A lot of memes, a lot of jokes.

D:1think memes are one of the tools or
weapons that a lot of people use, no
matter if you're left or right, racist or
fascist. It's just one big thing in this
information war. I didn't notice that
before 2019. So we're using memes

now as something so daily and easy to
read, so easy to remember. There were
so many, many memes that I couldn't
even keep up with.

V: Because of all of that, I think the

tradition's quite strong, but I guess the
numbers are very different. We cannot
fill a table with political prisoners

in one prison, the way that you told
us. It seems almost like now in Hong
Kong there's a whole community of
people. Because of that we were also
wondering what kind of legal cases
were used and how prisoners are
categorised political. For example, in
Thailand it would be Lese Majeste law,
or if you're involved in a protest then
you're immediately called a political
prisoner. But, say, if you're protesting
for environmental issues, you're not
really considered political prisoner at
the same level. I was wondering what
it is like in Hong Kong.

: I think it would be similar. The people

I talked about before, those involved
with land struggle who went to

jail, they were political prisoners.
Nowadays we have all these rioters

or people who are in jail because of
NSL. The former, they're also political
prisoners, but I think have a different
status. I would imagine people still
respect those from 2019 more, because
it was a broader movement and it's

for 'democracy’—good for the whole of
Hong Kong, not just a land struggle in
a small village. When you talk about
who would be called ‘political prisoner’
or about the tradition of code words,

it reminds me about a lot of people in
Hong Kong, maybe like transgender,

or those not citizens, not local. They
come here, maybe prostitutes, and they
get caught, and they're thrown into
this immigration prison. No one would
consider this as political or anything.
They are people who receive the least
concern from the masses. I know some
groups, some NGOs, that will go to visit
them, and they use a lot of code words,
because they are facing a harsher



environment and conditions. Because
they can just keep you there but not
send you to trial, and you don't know
how long you may be in that prison.
It's called Castle Peak Bay Immigration
Centre (CIC).

P: Because they're meant to be temporary,
and nobody really cares about these
immigrant issues, it's worse conditions
than normal prisons. They take
advantage of the fact that a lot of the
people who are put in these detention
centres are not aware of their own
rights because they're foreigners, and
they don't know all the legal rules of
the system in Hong Kong, so they can
be taken advantage of. There is another
zine that deals specifically with an
Indonesian domestic worker who was
aligned with the protests, because she
was also a reporter for an Indonesian
newspaper.

D: She wrote a lot of Indonesian-language
articles about the protests and the
movement in 2019, because they
couldn't get much information about
it. She would go to the frontlines and
take pictures, and try to find out what
was going on. One day her work visa
became overdue. This is a common
situation, so usually you'd just go to the
embassy to apply for a new visa, and
it will be okay. But then they sent her
to this detention centre, and maybe
within one or two weeks, they sent
her right away back to Indonesia. We
think that it's because of what she did
for the movement. We held a public
assembly to show solidarity with her,
and we called her over the Internet.
She was telling us a lot about how it is
in this detention centre, so it gained
more attention. Now a lot more people
know about this place. They went on
a hunger strike before so as to raise
awareness about the situation in there.

V: I'm assuming these issues about
immigrants and the Indonesian
population are kind of marginalised
in the context of political struggle in
Hong Kong?

D: Yes.

V: I was thinking about that, too. Say, in

the Thai context, the more prominent
or secondary struggle is gender
struggle, and there are alot of fights for
that. But it's always considered, 'If you
don't have democracy, then we can't
talk about gender issues right now. But
if you don't have democracy we cannot
even talk about immigrants right now.
We have to get democracy first, then
we can talk about other things. Is it like
that in Hong Kong?

: I think this is kind of the myth of

democracy. How people perceive this
word or this concept. It's the same.
People always put some issues to

the side, like we have to give way for
bigger issues. But I also know a lot of
people who try to smuggle these ideas
and values into the mass movement.

I think culture has grown big
enough to give nutrition to this mass
movement or this population. Yes,
we had some patriarchal slogans like:
'l would only marry martyrs from
the frontline’, some slogans like that.
But there were also these BL (boys'
love) love stories happening in the
movement. People wrote stories and
published them on Facebook, and a
lot of people shared them, thinking
they're so sweet. So yeah, I think
things are starting to crack open a little
bit. The idea of revolution is already
everywhere. It happens in a lot of
places.

But of course the majority is still
old-fashioned. About the feminist part,
because the more outspoken feminists
in Hong Kong or in the movement are
usually people who are more educated,
they have a language that is full of
jargon. It's not a very friendly kind of
communication. When they speak,
they are already ready to criticise
everything as they see. I only came to
realise this in this movement because
of another article written by someone
who's in the queer movement. He
talked about how if you talk in a
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way that lacks empathy and you're
criticising somebody else, it won't
work. It's just a loop, and nobody's
really communicating; we're just
scolding each other. I think we all have
to learn a new language to be able to
talk to each other.

V:1think that's something that I've been
trying to articulate for a while. Each
time, I keep getting stuck by language.
I think, okay, there's this term
‘intersectionality’ in the movement
of the left, especially in the States. I'm
trying to crack this language, trying
to say I don't think intersectionality
works as well anymore because it
reinforces identity politics. But at
the same time, last year I was trying
to talk about empathy in one of the
essays I wrote, and now that I look
back, I don't think it works either,
because I cannot plead for someone's
empathy if they simply don't have it.
It goes for feminists, too. Sometimes
they also falter in their own rhetoric.
It's always either political correctness
gone wrong—very rigid and without
openings for mistakes. There's cancel
culture that comes about as a result,
and all these things. So I'm trying to
find a way to talk about how we share
these struggles, and how it goes back
to what we share between Thailand
and Hong Kong, too. What is this thing
that we share, because empathy is
not enough, I think. Empathy might
not resonate with some people who
just don't care. But how do I talk about
this connection? Because it's not just
between contexts or that we have the
same law, but it's something that we
feel. I can feel this in race struggles, I
can feel this in class struggles. I can
feel this in the Thai context, in the
Hong Kong context. But I still cannot
articulate what this thing is that
connects us. I think that's where I'm
trying to get at also in all of this work.

D: If we talk about being more connected,
what connects us, or what brings us
together, I don't know. Although I don't

want to admit it, maybe there's a lot of
fear. Fear of the law or fear of a worse
version of Hong Kong or the world.
And then the trauma that we've been
going through. But then there's also
this protest, seeing this possibility

of ourselves, of how I could live very
differently. There was a thread in the
LIHKG forum that was being used a
lot; people were asking, ‘What do you
gain in this movement?' There was
one answer that said, 'Tused to live
like I was in two condoms; my life was
encased in two condoms. I don't really
feel the outside, and I'm in this shell. I
just go to work and get off work, buy
things that I don't really have feeling
for...But now I do. It's like a whole

new me. I'm more related to different
people, [ have drive to do stuff. It's
really like a possibility or parallel
universe that was opening up in front
of all of us. How things could be. People
were also saying, ‘Although it brought
the consequences we're facing now, a
lot of people do not regret it. If we are
to choose again, we would still do the
same thing. This will of wanting to be
with each other, and struggle together,
is something really strong.

P: The hard thing with empathy... I also

recently talked about this with a friend
because so many people like to talk
about care. How care is important for
considerations of domestic labour, or
care work as something not considered
in a lot of movements, or within the
general economy. And yet, care is
something that you cannot really make
a theory about. Care is something

that you have to do. Empathy is the
same. You can say, 'You have to be
more empathetic’ but somebody won't
just feel something because you tell
them to. I don't know how you can
nurture it. I'm sure there are tactics,
but it's not something you can just talk
about. Empathy is about very core,
basic feeling. And yes, we can change
our feelings, but it's very difficult to
address it directly.



K: The concept of empathy is also very
Western, somehow. When I was in the
UK, I was also involved with quite a lot
of queer movements, and they talked
alot about empathy and sympathy as
a queer. And [ never felt that it applied
to me, as in it never resonated with me
as a concept, as a Thai person. Because
my understanding of empathy in my
relationships to other people is very
different from the concept of empathy
is based upon where things tend to be
very indigenous. Where in order to
garner empathy from someone you
also have to prove to them, or show
them, how my struggle would also
affect their own struggle as well. Just
for me, the concept of empathy itself is
very rigid, based on an understanding
of what a person is, and how that
person relates to other people in a very
specific way.

D:Idon't know if it's similar to the
concept of political correctness.

K:Ijust had a conversation with someone
today about PC, and I don't agree with
PC at all, not because I'm not for PC,
but because I don't think PC is radical
enough in any way or form. Because
like what you say, it says there's this
system of what it means to be correct,
and what it means to be incorrect,
when what we're doing is basically
trying to figure out where the line
should be, where the centre should
be. PC stays on this idea that there's
something that can't be said in public
which can be said in your private
whatever life, but for me, if you're
going to change, if you're not going to
be sexist or racist or whatever, then it
has to come from your own personal/
private space as well, not just in
public, because otherwise it's just very
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performative. It's not going to solve
racism or sexism or any other -ism.

P: I do think that we can change people's
minds with language, though. While
the direction of political correctness
has turned in terms of being a policing
thing, technically, if changing a word
can help us to change the way we
think about something, I 'empathise’
with this effort to do so. If using 'sex
worker' is kind of annoying, and
instinctively you would say ‘chicken’
[a derogatory term for ‘prostitute’
in Chinese], but then because of the
discourse, you might think, 'Maybe I
should use "sex worker". Even having
that thought process in your head is
already a step further. But of course it's
a problem when people use it to police

you. That's why I think making up new

words is really exciting, a new lexicon
can hopefully put us into a whole other
framework of thinking.

V: T agree with political correctness until
it becomes a rule that limits how you
want to say something. It's also maybe

in the Thai context very much imported

from the West. At least in the feminist
movement now it's almost a joke that
feminists talk in a mix of English and
Thai because they imported this jargon.
They use the word 'sex worker' in
English, and if you use other words it
will be questioned. And I think, why
can't [ invent words in Thai, or other
ways of thinking about these things? I
become put off by political correctness
when it's limiting. It's supposed to be
opening up, but then it defeats its own
point. The point is to open up new
imaginations of how you want to relate
to language with these things.

K: I agree completely. Personally, I do use
PC terms all the time. I am a person
who says 'sex worker’ What I find
most interesting and radical is the
process—where you have to reconcile
with your own understanding of the
world, with your own assumptions
and values. And that's what PCis as a

process, not PC as this set of rules you
have to follow.

V: I think it's related. For example, there's

the word ‘non-binary’ in English and
Western queer theories. A lot of Thai
feminists on Twitter will have in their
description: ‘non-binary’, which I
have no problem with, of course, but
then they will do this pronoun thing
that Western people do, like ‘she/her’
or 'they/them) 'he’, whatever, and I
question that. Why do we need to

do that in Thai? If it was in English

[ would understand, but they do it

in Thai. In Thai you have so many
pronouns to choose from, we are
already creative with gender fluidity
in our own pronouns. What is this
political correctness that is caging

us in what was already a wonderful
playground? This is where I think it
also relates back, not just to the gender
movement, but also to the democracy
movement where you have this correct
way of saying and doing things. Even
the way that Thai political activists
write letters to the outside almost
follows certain kinds of formulas.
know that saying that could be bad, but
it almost seems that they're following
traditions.

K:Tagree alot. When I was in uni in the

UK, I was queer big time, but when I
came back to Thailand, I thought I can't
be queer here. It feels selfish, almost,

to be queer in this context where there
are already a lot of different identities
that I can choose from. Being queer
back in 2018 was not as big as it is
now, and I decided not to identify as
queer anymore, to define instead as
ka-toey, which is kind of like a Thai
gender identity for any effeminate
man, maybe gay, maybe trans, who
cares. I've stuck with that identity ever
since. For me, it feels like a way to fully
embrace the struggle that comes with
identity. Because if I kept using the
term queer, it would mean that I only
attach myself to this very western-
centric movement



I'm saying this because I feel like
it's also very similar to democracy.
Alot of concepts that we have in the
Thai political context are imported
into the Thailanguage, and it remains
that way. The rhetoric of democracy
by a lot of activists—men activists,
basically—tends to be very referential
and over-intellectualised. Like Victoria
has said, the letter by the female
activist Rung has a very different
tone and very different rhetoric. Her
expression of democracy is very
rooted in everyday experience, a very
mundane interaction between her
and her friends, her family, and her

being in prison. That's also what I find
very interesting about the rhetoric

of democracy that are present in the
letters.

I'm very intrigued and interested
in that sort of emotion and feeling
and sentiment of what it means for a
person to go up against this very big
and powerful system that we can't
even comprehend completely.

: I appreciate what you do, because I

think translation through different
languages or mindsets is really
important.

*
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They also said “There’s no need to cry. It’s not too scary in there. It’s just like
a boarding school.” Oh okay, a boarding school wasn’t too bad. After a while,
friends and comrades sent in food and necessities. Man, who would be able
to swallow them all alone? Share them with friends—the soap, the shampoo,
everything. A friend took a shampoo and suggested to me “Why don’t you

wash your hair? You would feel better.” | was too miserable at the time, so | just
shook my head, and laid down amidst the shouting of a foreigner in the next cell.
The foreigner shouted about human rights, demanded the police to release him,
and claimed he didn’t do anything wrong. How | would love to say to this man
with his blue eyes, “This is Thailand. Human rights don’t reach us,” but | was too tired.
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HONG KONG

E@E (EFHEF)
THEMYCELIUM (DOESNOTPLAY DICE)

Tugiasu-lunaeicinguion

Rl B8] —H LF - 453k A&
B RABIT IR P AR RAERLEE
%—E‘A/\L’%fué‘ﬂjf?‘]Z‘i’ °

just read an article on the web. a good
read, really quite a good read, especially
during such suffocating times.

S5 R  REFEGRI -
ARAHE  RAERFT AR
o X R F SR A BB 69 3 & AT
7 o

these days, it is really rare (o find an
informative and inspiring journal based
on thorough and in-depth fact-based
researches and studies.

BREIT) B — Lok ARG
HERLRERE o HARRKRSF
R Z AT ©

allow me to list some extracts from
it first, then you'll know when i am
talking about. before sharing with you
the complete text, available online on the
Black Book Assembly blog: blackbook.
page/BBBlog/mycelium.




2021/12/24

...It grows and may die. It reacts to
varying environmental conditions and
other organisms, producing different
growth forms or structures, depending on
circumstances. ...

""" CEAERLETRET - TEHR
) &9 B STk A o AL A Bl RO
BARBRFILE LR R 6 ERH XRE

...while the hyphae show a very marked
outward growth, there are also cross-
connections between the outward growing
branches. ..

------ S K 40T s I OB 8 91
ko A2@h AR5 XM EEZ

...the mycelium actually grows as an
expanding ring, not as an expanding disk. ..
""" B4R AR TR LR —EFRIR
fo R — B AR

...the mycelium produced from a single
spore will not produce fruiting bodies. It is
necessary for two mycelia to mate and the
resulting, expanding mycelium can then
produce the fairy-ring mushrooms. ..

""" BERTEENAGBAGELR
B o SLJAK W IE B SR SUBC AR i L B
AW PRGAGB AL E BHER

narcissan

...the ring-like underground mycelium
has little or no visible effect and only makes
its presence known when it produces the
visible fruiting bodies. ..

'''''' BRI T RGBT REL2EAT
RS RAGECEERTRGRE
WA Gl GO AL

...the underground mycelium secretes
chemicals that break down organic matter
in the soil to release nutrients for the fungus
to use. For a short time the grass just
beyond the outer edge of the mycelium can
also make use of these nutrients...A little
way behind the outer edge, the mycelium
is much denser, actively feeding on the
liberated nutrients and leaving little for
the grass...reducing the water available to
the grass and so putting further stress on
the grass. Further inwards, there are the
remnants of the cannibalized mycelium.
This is broken down by various micro-
organisms and the resulting nutrients
are released into the soil. This increase in
nutrients behind the mycelial ring explains
the enhanced grass growth immediately
behind the ring of brownish grass.
Therefore the brownish grass recovers as
the ring expands. ..

T HSBAERGATLGLENE
SERTARDE BB THA
WA &Y E—BREHEN B

43



HBBISNE S LT A B A
H SR E—BE L E 0 B4R
FERERF S » BARBBRK ARG R
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2 o RE T IR o B
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B IET c HHREBELHEH
IEARET B ERBE BN L
KA P - Bt BEIROHFR - B
EA G

...AA sclerotium is a resting structure that
allows a fungus to sit out the hard times,
analogous to (but dearly different from) a
plant bulb or corm. The outer skin protects
the internal hyphal mass from drying out.
When conditions improve, the sclerotium
may produce a new mycelium or fruiting
bodies. ..

----- WA — kL& TGRA R
BB IR - JAMA (2 B R R AY)
AE My 89 B RARE o S EATH NI 4%
B RAE o FRILKEN © BT
GEEMGAGEIRAE

...In most cases, hyphae grow out of
the sheath into the delimitated chunk of
substrate and slowly transform the latter
into an intimate mixture of fungal biomass
and residual substrate. ..

------ EXSEFERT  WHHEEETH
ShAERIRRGIEENgE BRI
345 AW £ R BT E 09 £ K A A=
B RTRA B E RSy

...once a mycelium has spread to a

considerable size it becomes more

likely that it will suffer disruptions and

fragmentation. . .leaving isolated fragments
where once there was a continuous
mycelium. ..

------ — 2 BB F A E K BB
CREA T ek ZHFEFE R
V48— R0 096 A 44 BR 093 5 8 T INS

...The five parts of the original mycelium
can continue growing independently. . it
is possible that at some future stage two of
these currently disconnected mycelia will
come into contact. Then, since genetically
identical mycelia can fuse, the two mycelia
can re-join. ..

""" RAH 8 5L 89 ZABIR T 2
BRI AR R AR EAR R
ME SR T RS AERLETAE
Y

...the mycelium as a heterogenous army
of hyphal troops, variously equipped for
different roles and in varying degrees of
communication with one another. Without
a commander, other than the dictates
of their environmental circumstances,
these troops organise themselves into a
beautifully open-ended or indeterminate
dynamic structure that can continually
respond to changing demands. ..

""" HHMA— X HASGERG AT E
B RBER RARFNAE » b
Z B RBBELAPTRR - BRI
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CHINA

"BEREFRERZEMR T
EURSHHG?"

“ISN'T CHINA, LIKE,

A COMMUNIST DYSTOPIA

FULL OF LOCUSTS?"
“Suu:laouilurauydan
D0DENAUINUHVHSDISD? "
(i3)) ENHETERERI TS
Excerpts from Chuang’s

‘China FAQ" Series
UI0EIUNNESY “AgINDDISOLIU"
low Chuang

ZHRPENEEN, Bl
For the complete series in English
and Chinese, visit:

JUAUUIAUMNIDNOUIANIY
Julan
chuangcn.org

(13) 2021 iR (MR ERREMR
) =B, URE— RS, Tk
(BBR) BiFE “EBED BRUEL:

Chuang's 2021 book Social Contagion
and Other Material on Microbiological Class
Warfare in China, and issues 1 and 2 of
the Chudng journal, may be ordered from
Black Book Assembly collaborator Display
Distribute;

WouansadvBorvdouan Chuzng rv

1au Social Contagion and Other Material

on Microbiological Class Warfare in China

Chuang dwuviiiod 2021 a:autagans

Chuang auu 1 11a: 2 [dmniWauzavIs

-Display Distribute
distro.displaydistribute.com
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https://chuangcn.org
https://distro.displaydistribute.com

2022/01/05

When speaking of “the economy,” it has
long been necessary to gain at least a basic
familiarity with China. In the past few years,
this has only become more unavoidable.
Today, it isnt an exaggeration to say that
almost no political conversation can occur
without some need to “weigh in” on what
we call the “China question”—which is
actually a series of questions relating to the
current character of the Chinese state, the
social struggles that exist within the country;
the prospects of the Chinese economy, the
supposed decline of US hegemony, the role
of Chinese investment in poor countries,
the impact all of this will have on the
environment, etc. This is most apparent
within the media, where a certain clickbait
genre of dark sinofuturism has taken hold.
Here, classical Orientalist tropes of the
“yellow peril” are reformatted into myths of
an omnipotent totalitarian state seeking to
colonize the world with its supercharged,
state-owned industries and its massive
populace, brainwashed into an unthinking
nationalism. You are probably familiar with

the genre.

At root, these myths are displaced anxieties
about everyday life in the countries whose
ruling classes form the apex of the imperial
hierarchy, such as the United States, where
a much more wide-ranging police state
already exists, buoyed by violent and virulent
forms of nationalism. This actually-existing
police state already has all the “totalitarian”
features that the media associates with China,

including an expansive “social credit system”

@ Chuang
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(n the form of the combined criminal
and credit record) that is systematically
biased against the poor, the largest carceral
apparatus in the history of the world, and
the ability—in fact, we might instead say
enthusiasm—to commit extrajudicial mur-
ders on an almost daily basis, particularly
against ethnic minority groups. Similarly,
mass uprisings centered in deindustrialized
cities are put down with military-scale police
deployments, all while the actual military—
the US wielding the largest imperial force in
history—patrols every ocean with its fleets
and every continent from its numerous bases,
monitors the earth from its missile-guiding
satellites, and regularly coordinates with
affiliated defense and intelligence agencies to
orchestrate coups (if not outright invasions)

against oppositional governments.

But sensationalist propaganda isn't the only
source of misinformation about China.
After all,

politically helpless to seize upon far-off

its natural for those who feel

examples, which they then demonize into
totalitarian dystopias (making their own life
appear better by comparison) or idealize
into rapturous utopias (giving them hope
that there is some force for good out there
in an otherwise dark world). For China,
this is nothing new. Ever since Marco Polo,
the polities of mainland East Asia have
served this purpose for Europeans and
their colonial descendants." Some project
their fears onto China, others project their
hopes. Those who fear China, portraying it
as a dark, totalitarian empire, generally have
a chauvinistic attitude toward the rest of the
world and make use of obvious orientalist
tropes. But those who place all their hope in

China are little better. Even if they may seem
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U 2012 TogiuauiRgusa3uiiuikayiu
dnilau Duusinaiduasoisnlukthiuuaunuaw
KUVdaWuWdoonvaovauu ia:nangiduns:ia
TavdvlansaulatnagoymulkAumsiikunu
s:m‘woumuuNuGuTmUna:maa‘a\m\) auth
Iudmsunacasuidat 2014 lia:nsus:is
nnKUEdoMuMSsaISWIWIaUITET 2019
KUvdowuWnamuwiuavnaiduavuisn
KuvdowwvinoUilalaaiia:rivdonuvisnsuioa
Joauudarhmslunds doamuluduideusn:
‘WONISIB1ITODNDOANULIINIAUWDIED!
AruD:BaUKIoLNVIFEOUUS:LIUNIKTVE L
a0aa1s3ovnvnAY 18 U INDIIIALQIGAT
AW IMUAUIKAJOUIKSD

Named one of 2012's top Chinese internet memes
by several media outlets, the locust label to refer to
Chinese mainlanders first appeared as a full page
advertisment in two of Hong Kong's newspapers,
sparking viral and vicious online activity that
characterised much of the Hong Kong and Mainland
relationship for the years leading up to the 2014
Umbrella Revolution and 2019 Anti-Extradition Law
Amendment bill protests. Both original carriers of the
meme, Apple Daily and Sharp Daily, no longer exist.

The copy below reads: ‘Hong Kong people, we have
endured enough! Are you willing for Hong Kong

to spend one million Hong Kong dollars every 18
minutes to raise children born to mainland parents?'
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MVNSITOY www.badcanto.wordpress.com

PHOTO // Taken from Dictionary of Politically
Incorrect Hong Kong Cantonese, www.badcanto.
wordpress.com.
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less conservative at first glance, they build up
an equally racist caricature to worship from
a distance, fetishizing superficial aspects of
Chinese culture and using this exotic image
of a supposedly “socialist” China as a prop
in local political battles.* Ironically, this image
then serves to the very voices that such
supporters seek to promote: those of the
Chinese administrators and political theorists
involved in what is, without a doubt, one of
the most significant state-building projects
in the history of the world. In all cases, the
overall effect is to cast a mirage over the
horizon of the world, obscuring whatever
might be approaching in the distance.

In contrast, Chuangs founding goal has been
to burst through such illusions. We have
sought to provide a clear-eyed appraisal of
China as it actually exists and to translate
the numerous voices of those involved in the
country’s own social struggles, all in order to
reckon with likely futures and contribute, in
some small way, to the worldwide rekindling
of communism. This has necessarily involved
complex, often esoteric engagements with
theory and history. But the project is not,
fundamentally, about producing communist
theory. We simply consider this to be a
necessary step in building substantive ties of
international solidarity. After all, communism
is a politics of action. It cannot be reduced
to a matter of individual faith or Marxist
exegesis without suffocating its vital power.
In other words, for communist theory to
remain communist, it cannot be confined
within the golden prison of academic inquiry:.
It must be torn from the page and set into
the fire and flesh of the world. Our goal is
not to build up some theoretical edifice but

to build power.
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! This was actually when the modern notion of “China” emerged in the West, long before it would emerge in
the region itself. For more detail, see this excellent article: www.boundary2.0rg/2015/07/born-in-translation-
china-in-the-making-of-zhongguo/.
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% This is by no means a recent phenomenon. If anything, it was most widespread in the latter half of the 20th
century, visible in the development of what came to be known as Maoism. There are many good histories
of this phenomenon. For a quick overview, as well as a useful bibliography, see: madeinchinajournal.
com/2021/10/20/of-rose-coloured-glasses-old-and-new/.
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Communism is, and always has been, an
international project designed to span the
borders that divide us. It is also a popular
politics, rather than the domain of elite
theorists. To have an impact, theory must
be translated into vernacular terms and
embroidered with attractive, accessible
advertising. It doesn't matter how right you
are if no one is listening. Every theorist is also
obligated to be an effective teacher, translator
and transmitter of knowledge. In our case,
the increasing centrality of China to even
the most colloquial political conversations
means that the time has come for us to
help produce simple, handy and easily
reproducible summaries of the communist

perspective on China.
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CARING FOR NO ONE CARES
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This dialogue between the editors of the
Black Book Assembly newsletter and three
members of the No One Cares COVID-19
relief group took place in Bangkok over
two days in January of 2022. \We hope
that they do nat exist in the future.
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DION: Hello, everybody! My name is Dion

de Mandaroon. I'm the newest member
of Speedy Grandma commune.
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PORTABLE: Commune, wow. I didnt know
it became a commune. How did you get
involved with this commune? How did

you start working on No One Cares with
them?
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D: The No One Cares project was in
the middle of 2021, but I joined this
commune in late 2020. That was when
the protest movement in Thailand was
at its high point. I had met Kritti at a
protest and he introduced me to Lee
and this place. I have been coming
here ever since. And then we skip
forward to 2021, when the COVID
cases in Thailand were rising, and the
government initiated a lockdown.
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ISQanuioo NO ONE CARES

LEEE: We were like, ‘What the fuck, man?

Because they were just going to seal
off the camps. They were just going to
shut it off.
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: One of the places that got hit the

hardest was the workers’ camps all over
the country. But they are concentrated
in Bangkok; there are 500 of them

for workers who work on construction
sites, and they live there with their
whole families sometimes, or they

send money back home. But the living
conditions there kinda suck, most of the
camps. When the government initiated
the lockdown, they were not allowed
to leave. There were either police or
military police guarding the gates of
each camp. So this friend of Leee, Kim,
came up with this idea of mutual aid
for the workers’ camps. At first he
would accept donations from friends in
his network, friends of friends, and he
would store food at his restaurant. And
then, if theres a case, wed go out and
deliver these supplies to the camp in
need.
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L: Varis on the third floor gave us the

name NANAAHRSHEDY, which means
‘We Take Care of Ourselves’. So it
two official names. Because Varis gave
us the Thai name, I asked him, what

it was in English, and he just said, 'No
one cares.” So, we have to care for
ourselves. We started to have online
meetings, trying fo think what we have
to do. The first thing was, because
there are so many worker camps all
around Bangkok, but we had no details
or information. We would have to know
the number of people, also whether
male or female, because we would have
to buy sanitary pads. Were there babies
there? We started from nothing. One
person gave us this old map of the



workers camps, and at that time we
asked volunteers to go to those places
by Google maps just to check and ask
the details: how many people, who to
contact, etc. It was super manual.
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D: Back then I also helped out here, and

also some of the time we would have to
drive out to deliver the supplies.
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L: And after we were doing that for a bit,

I found it was so hard, because now

the data we had on the camps was so

complex, and we had so many people
that wanted to donate. So then I asked

Japan to help make some kind of

system.
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JAPAN: Before, we had four to five staff,
and they had fo match everything; it
was so hard and exhausting for them.
So we got this idea that maybe the
donors could do it by themselves. So
we made this website where the donor
matches with a camp by themselves.
They select the area and see the list of
the camps.
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P: How did you balance your day job with
all of these other activities? Is it a full
time job, or are you freelance?
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I have a full time job. With this
website, we just did it at night, together
with my partner. It was crazy.
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That already helped a lot. Because
before we had a donor organisation
team, but they had fucking headaches,
because all these people that want to
help, theyre like, ‘I want to help now,
now, now! Give me a camp, camp, camp!’
So once the system settled down, it was
run by this team who just had to check
for errors and help the donors fulfill
their needs to go donate.
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: After a while, when we had the system

running more smoothly, we left that
workers’ camp mutual aid to the Line
[chat] group.
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That settled down, I think it was end of
July. But at that time the COVID cases
started to appear everywhere, and the
people who got COVID couldn*t contact
the main, central organisation to get
help. So our members started to think,
‘Now we have to shift, not focus only

on giving food to the camps but do this
to address COVID cases directly, for
people doing home isolation.’
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So we moved to that problem instead.
Its still the same group, No One Cares,
but this is another section fo take care
of this. Basically we do tele-medicine
and home isolation for COVID patients
who can't go the hospital. We have this
Discord group and a team of ten doctors
at a time who are on Discord. We would
promote this group on social media, and
people would contact us if they have
someone with COVID in their family and
they need to do home isolation.
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Sometimes its just passed on, the
information. There will be people who
say, ‘These people need help’, and they
post it fo many groups, and someone
will pass it to us. So we take them in.
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: We would assign the cases fo the

doctors, and they would contact the
patient via Zoom or Line. They would
talk with the patient, and they would
diagnose via tele-medicine from the
screen.
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: The doctor will first take a case and

call the patient, ask ‘What are your
symptoms?’ We have guidelines to see
what kind of case it was. Tick, tick, tick.
If the doctor says its ‘green’, we have
a Google doc that says to give medicine
set A. Set A is paracetemol, cough
medicine, and maybe some electrolytes
if they have diarrhea, plus something
for nausea as well. But if it goes to a
yellow or orange case, then its more
serious, and the doctor will call them
every day fo check and report. We

give the oximeter fo the patient, and

a thermometer as well. So the doctor
will ask them tfo check everyday and
record it. If nothing changes, they

can use the same medicine, but if the
status changes, like in some cases, their
oxygen levels go super low, and wed
have to ask Dion to bring the oxygen-
producing machine to them. I felt sorry
for Dion as well, but he did very good.
Hed never practiced as a medical aide.
People had donated these PPE suits,
and we had to set up a system for him,
suited up with goggles. We told him to
go to a place, and he just went. Once he
delivered he would put everything in a
bag and throw it away. I remember the
first time, I think he went with another
person who had no idea how to run the
machine, and he just asked the doctor,



‘How do we turn on everything?’ It was
super hectic, super stressful.
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VICTORIA: I was wondering if Dion was
here [at Speedy Grandma] even before
the No One Cares group started, how
did you actually formally become
involved? You were just around and
said, ‘Let me help’? I think it was all
coincidental in a way that you know
Kritti but werent that close, and then
Kritti and you met in the protest. It was
planned fo meet?

ATow: Inlawal

D: It wasnt even planned!
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V: You guys just met at the protest?!
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D: Yes. I was at the Democracy Monument,
and I was standing up, and suddenly
I received a text from Kritti with a
picture of my back: 'Hey, is that you?’
And I was like, 'Oh yeah, that’s me!’
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V: Oh, I didnt know! I thought you guys
planned fo go fo the profest together.

Sian: HfeRosanIIndwNINow wel.P
P: So you knew each other before, but you
werent...?
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D: From Facebook.
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P: And he recognised your back from
Facebook?

ATow: Taigieaowiwinladele
D: Somehow. Some fucking how.
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V: And then you started coming here a lot.
We have a joke at Speedy Grandma,

that once you come here, you never
leave.
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D: Oh, Lord. Oh shit. I think I was looking

for a place to hang the fuck out, I
guess?
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V: You come here everyday.
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D: Almost every day. I have a regular job,
but during the lockdown, they told me
to work from home, so I came here and
helped out with the group. And also
somehow, I don't know if this is related,
but those doctors that did the No One
Cares stuff on Discord, two of them
are communists. They figured out that
I'm also in this building, in this Speedy
Grandma group, so they came here
in person, and then after that, more
leftists came. This became some sort
of place that young leftists in Bangkok
now. They just gather here. Its not my
fault.
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P: How did you have a conversation with

the doctors to know that they are
communists?

ATew: wNoAwhLdwUTTMISNITUDY
AwtAY LT1ALIRDEU

D: One of the doctors is an editor for Din
Daeng. We talked, we chatted.
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V: Who is the other guy?
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D: Van. He taught me CPR! But yeah, the
doctors were really enthusiastic about
what we were doing. You could tell that
they need to do this. Some of them
also had to work in the government
quarantine facilities, and they also
did this tele-medicine thing on top
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of that, which also helped where the
government couldnt.

Before, I had read a lot on
communism and all the theories, but
because of the COVID situation, I was
like, ‘What should I do? What can I do
in practice, in the real world?’ So when
this group got started, I said I had to
do this. This is something that I can
learn from. I can go out and see what
its really like. I guess that’s it.
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: Were you able to make a direct

connection between the things you
were reading and what you were seeing
and practicing?
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: I have to say..minimally. Not that much.

Its more like what I read or what I
already know is more about my own
attitude. But in practice, I still think
more can be done. I guess I was looking
for a possibility of how to organise
sustainably. But ultimately, this was not
sustainable. Its too big. It took a lot of
manpower, a lot of hours, and we just
didn't have the resources. We could still
accept donations, but if the lockdown
happens again, I don't think we have the
energy or the resources. The medicines
will run out. We have limited oxygen
concentrators. We have limited drivers



to do deliveries. It was a start, but I
always wondered what an alternative
mutual aid could look like. I don't think
this is something that had ever been
done that much in Thailand. I guess I
learned from it. I think thats the thing
that matters.
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I think what you all have done already
is so good, so impressive. So its the
question, are you not satisfied because
it cant be bigger?
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It can be bigger. There was another
friend who came to help. There were
people who came to help us pack the
medicine when they could. One of
them asked, 'So whats the difference
between this and charity?’ I couldnt
answer that. What's the difference
between this and, say, the Salvation
Army or whatever other charity-type
organisations? What I answered was,
'Its the attitude of the people who

work here, who are involved on our end.

We always say that what we're doing
is not charity. We're not giving stuff.
We're doing it because were equal. We
are them.
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: One thing super important fo mention

is that, along the way, we were trying
to raise class consciousness as well. At
some worker camps, they would contact
us and ask for help, needing ATK
tests, sometimes 150 of them. And we
responded, No, we cannot just give you
150, we are just relying on donations
as well. I would ask, ‘What about
the district, the government people,
they should do this, right?’ Theyd
acknowledge, ‘Yes’, but when I asked,
‘Have you tried contacting them?’ They
would say they weren't sure when the
[officials] were going to come. I thought
it wasn't good. 'If you cant say it, give
me the number of that person, I will
help asking, but you should be able to
ask them by yourself as well.

I remember in one instance, it was
a holiday, and I just called this [district
official] person on his mobile, and I
asked him, ‘I'm contacting you because
of this certain camp because its urgent.
Why don't you give them an exact
answer?’ And he was like, ‘Because we
also dont know.” And I said, 'No, but you
have to know. You need to know.’ I kept
pushing them, 'How can you answer
like this? Its not possible, its not good.
Then we hung up, and in two hours,
he called back, saying they would go

there tomorrow. Then I called the camp
manager, saying, ‘You have to do it like
this, you have to believe it's your right
to keep poking them. They can't just
leave you like this.’

There’s another example, it was this
medium-sized company. I think at this
camp they had 50 or 60 workers. They
contacted us, asked for medicine. When
I heard the company name, I thought,
'Oh, I've heard of this one before. They
should have money to support. So I
said to the manager who contacted me,
‘How can you not ask the owner of the
company? Just ask him, "Are you going
to leave us to die or something?” You
have to push and ask them. If youre
not going to do it, I will call and ask for
you. He was just like, ‘Uh... no, no, no,
no. I'll do it So in the end I told him,
'I can give you this medicine because
its an emergency, but you can’t just
rely on these donations or volunteer
groups. You have to really ask for your
rights. I think in the end they got the
company fo take responsibility as well.
So I think thats the main thing, the
message, why we're running this group.
We're not doing this because we believe
in good karma or whatever, but we do
it because there are some people who
really urgently need help right now. And
we keep saying that our group shouldn’t
exist. It should be the government.
Thats why I made the inflatable
Vajrapani piece. It was for us that the
god Vajrapani came at that time; she's
the one that feels compassion for the
people. There were a lot of volunteer
groups dealing with COVID. Some were
super Buddhist, as in, ‘We are more
superior, helping you’, something like
that, and we don't want that. We don't
want that to be the message. But
Vajrapani is fucking angry, and thats
the spirit of our group as well. All
these people doing it because theyre
angry, just simply, ‘What the fuck?’

So I think at the end of July, apart
from helping people, we made a move to
talk, and we made a kind of manifesto
or open letter, and we broadcast it
with me reading the whole statement
addressed to the Minister of Labour.
Got nothing back. No response. They
just don't care.
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P: You were doing it full time for some
months, no?
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L: Yeah. I was like, ‘What is this?’ I cried

a lot. We all cried. What the fuck was

going on?

2e

Alyn: wauUaIngueslsoannn
Wwmsufinaseg Talday
TugogfiininlngUwuuunsawgds
L‘Ll%ﬂ’ﬁﬂﬂaay

D: I cannot translate theory into actual

practice. I dont know why the form is
still charity.
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P: Do you feel like charity, the word or

the practice, means that youre not
equal?
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D: I dont see it as charity, but do the
people I help see it as charity? Thats
something I cannot answer. To me, what
weTe doing is because we believe in
equality. But I think we have never
asked that of the people we helped—
how they see us. Its a question we
never asked, and I dont know if we
should have asked.
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P: Really? I was just going fo ask if you
have the chance now, why don't you
make that conversation?
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D: I think there’s still some kind of

cultural barrier that prevents this
question from being asked.
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P: Culturally? Or class?
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LEEE reading the No One Cares manifesto on Facebook Live, 21 July 2021
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: Inseparable, I think. They can be both.

Like Mao said [chuckling]. There was
one camp that came to us, but even
among the people who came to us to
ask for help, there were two classes
of people. There were the managers
who approached us, and there were
the workers who were following the

managers. The workers didnt have a say.

It was the managers who talked to us.
The workers wanted fo take it out with
the company, but the managers ignored
them, and we didn't get to talk with
the workers at that time. I think thats
the main contradiction we need to work
out. In the context of Thailand, and
specifically in this urban poor context,
how do we do it so that its not charity?
What is their perception of what we do,
or what other organisations are doing?
I think thats a larger problem, a bigger
question.
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: Leee talks a lot about this in the sense

that your group shouldn't exist. These

should be things that the workers know
they have the right to have, and the
government should be able to provide.
So you shouldn’t actually be doing this
in the first place. If you can find a
way to let the workers know that they
have these rights, because a lot of
them don't know, or they're afraid to
speak for their rights, thats the hard
part. Like what youre saying, there's

a barrier to make this conversation
happen, right?
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D: I think the most we did about that was
promoting it on Facebook. But when we
went down to deliver the supplies or
the medicine, we didnt really do this
propagandising thing or promoting this
awareness.
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P: Of course you dont have to do it in
that way, but it can happen in small
ways. Thats what I mean, how can
you have a simple conversation with a
worker on a one-to-one basis? That is
doing it as well.
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D: But imagine this, its like a workers'’
camp out in the boonies, wherever,
sheet metal for walls and roof, and
we just drove up there in our car and
pull stuff out of the trunk of our car.
However you see if, I think the picture
is still..we are still...
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P: Santa Claus.
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D: Yeah. I dont know.
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P: That is understandable because that
was the most urgent time, and you
have to fill this very specific need, but
what about now? Now its not so urgent,
and is there a way to continue this
conversation? Or to think like Leee’s
question, ‘If we have another lockdown,
can we do it again?’ I feel she is more
positive than you, because she feels like
its going to be shitty and very hard,
but if it happens, we have to do it again.
She’s willing to.
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D: Shes willing. I can do it, too. I'm willing.
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P: But you can also have the possibility
now, when you're not in lockdown, to
think about what else you can do, or

a next step. Do you have any thought
about that?
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: Yeah, I think we need to think of a

way to connect with the people that
we help, more than just the medicine,
more than just the machines. I think its
my part, too. I'm not a people person.
You need to have a level of being able
to talk fo people in a natural way. But
for myself, in the moment I just didn’t
know what to say. I didnt know how
what I said would be received by them,
from my position. I think if were going
to do it [again], we would need to have
a serious conversation about that, and
try to figure out what we are doing
differently than the charity groups out
there.
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: By setting up that system as a

decentralised platform that can be
replicated by anyone, you have the
potential that it can become very big,
actually.
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D: Yes, if other groups adopt our model.
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So is that a possibility? Because of
course its always easier to talk with
people who are more similar, or have
the same motivation or interest, and

if you can find other groups in other
provinces who want to do the same
thing, thats also a step towards getting
closer to the people who are the so-
called patients.
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D: We have talked with a few groups who
were also doing this fele-medicine stuff
during the lockdown. There was one in
Ayutthaya, and another one in Chonburi.
They did the same as what we did. But
it depends upon who we reach out to,
if we're working in Bangkok. We have
to think of which group we are going
to take care of. If the lockdown comes
again, are we going to continue with the
workers’ camps, because thats who we
have the database for?
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J: We still have the data, a lot of data on
the camps, and sometimes there are
comments about the camps. Theres a
lot of information there that we can
extract.
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P: What would you want fo extract? What
would you imagine to do with it?
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: Personally for me, categorising and

reaching out fo see how theyre doing,
to see if they still need anything else.
After I saw all the data, I learned that
theres so much more in the camps. The
workers have families and kids, even
babies. Even though there$s less COVID
now, its still really hard for them. I was
thinking that Id want to look through
the data one day, to think about what
more we can do. We also have some
information about the owners of this
camp or that construction site not
caring at all about their workers. I was
so mad, I was like, ‘I want to show it,
to expose it to the public” But I think
some of the workers, they dont want to

have problems with their bosses.
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: We're ready to go again. There are

other groups working in impoverished
communities, but I dont know how we
can approach them, or if they have
some agenda that is not the same as
ours.
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: Where do you draw the line? For
another step now, does it matter, these
politics?
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L: Actually, at that time we didnt care,
we just helped people [regardless]. We
don't care whatever political side theyTe
on, if theyre royalists or whatever, we
don't care. The oxygen machines we also
got from these royalist people as well,
and we took them [to royalist people].
We don't care, we just took them and
distributed them. I guess at that time
it was just stepping aside to do what
was urgent.
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D: When the crisis happens, nobody cares.
Actually, I got closer fo the government
house during the protfests! They gave me
an oxygen machine. And I was wearing
a protest shirt, I didn't care. They didnt
ask. But it comes back to how we see
what we do as something that we
shouldn’t have to do. Do other groups
see it that way or that this is part
of a natural order of things, that you
need charity when something like this
happens. I think thats a conversation
that needs to happen if we're going to
work with them outside of a crisis.

WONA: mamywmmwmmwmvwa
‘laﬂummawmamﬂ'sw‘mmew
mn'nagm?

P: How do you talk about equality with
people who suffer the most from
inequality?
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D: Damn yeah... how? I do not have that
answer. Its a problem that we really
need tfo figure out. I went there, I
delivered the medicine, hooked up the
machines, did my job, asked them how
they are, followed up on their cases,
but I didnt know when to inject—not
inject, but talk about equality normally.
I just didnt know. Exactly. How?
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P: Do you think anger is good?
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D: People don't usually express anger when
they are being helped, I would say.
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P: Not when they’re being helped, but to

realise that their situation is not their
fault.
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D: Of course its not.
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P: The protests happened out of an
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extreme amount of anger for things
that you realise are intolerable. And
then it explodes. But these lower
classes and workers, they don't
necessarily see that, maybe, because
theyre not making certain connections
between the monarchy and the
conditions of their own lives.
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D: Its fine that they dont make that

connection.
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: How then fo encourage..? I dont know,
I feel like anger is a good motivation.
Its not always productive, but at least
its a certain kind of fire that you need
rather than being simply passive and
helpless to your situation.
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: The thing is, my job was to deliver the
machines, and when I did that, I only
talked with the people who needed help
because they were isolated. Theyre
just there, and I didnt get to meet

their neighbours or anything, so it was
a one-on-one situation. I couldnt relate

to them more on that basis, not as
when they are with a community, so I
did not know what they were thinking
or what they were feeling. But I didn't
feel anger. If there was anger, there
was anger towards other people around
them, I would say. Or resignation is
what I felt the most when I delivered
stuff to the people. There was only one
instance of what was almost like anger.
When I was talking about the manager
and the worker. The worker spoke out
of turn, and that was one instance
where I felt there was some anger
about all this affair.
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P: But you felt anger during the protests?
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D: Yeah. Because there was some
immediate representative of the
government present—the police. But in
those isolated houses, those isolated
shacks and rooms, there was no one
they could direct their anger af, except
their own family.
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V: Can I ask something about your regular
job in relation to this? I was just
curious how you mode switch? How do
you go to work [with your job in the
Thai Royal Air Force], feeling a certain
way, and then, youre also working from
home, but youe actually doing all
these delivery things. How do you feel
doing these things in relation to what
you have to do for your regular job?
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: Back then I felt like my regular job was
kind of pointless. Because it is. So yeah,
doing this, I felt like I'm getting paid
by the government to do what they
need to do in the first place. I shut
myself off from my job a long time ago.
I try not to care about it as much. I
only care about it when its actually my
responsibility. If someone else can do
it, then I'm not going to assert myself
or anything like that. Just let people
handle it unless my boss tells me to
handle it.
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: I heard also that you have an interest
to become a writer? I'm interested in
this process from doing your studies
and having the obligation and doing
the military job but slowly not being as
serious about if, learning to separate,
and then you get involved in the
protests, you get involved with this
project and with Speedy Grandma. I can
see that probably your interests vary

a lot, your thinking of how to connect
your ideas with what you are doing on

the ground. How does writing fit into
this?
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: Actually I became a writer before

coming to Speedy and before the
protests. I write articles and publish
them when I can online. And I have
written some short stories that I
have kept to myself. Also doing some
translation for some people.
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: Is this a purely personal thing for you,

or do you feel like writing can be a
way to engage with the sociopolitical
projects?
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: Absolutely. After the protests, I noticed

that in my writing I've tried to process
what’s going on in Thailand and in my
life. Theyre definitely connected. And
you can also see my discontent with my
regular job in some of my writing. I
criticise the military and all that, off-
handedly.
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I'm just wondering, because you

acknowledge the need to try to find

a way to continue a conversation with
the workers—with these people who are
different—do you think your writing can
do that? Or would you want to try to
do that with your writing?
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D: That means I have to think of which
platform I would want to appear in,
because so far I've only appeared
in very niche kind of circles. A lot
of platforms, they reach the same
audiences. They are the people who
already go to the protests; its this echo
chamber kind of thing. I think we need
to break from that. We need fto infiltrate
the mainstream media, I don't know.
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V: Can you infiltrate through your
workplace?
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D: Ummm... no. If you are in the army, then
maybe, because they have a television
station, the Tortorbor 5 (TV5 HD)

station.
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AND EXTORTION, TAXING
US AS IF WE ARE LIVING
IN A FIRST WORLD
COUNTRY WHEN OUR
STANDARD OF LIVING
IS NO BETTER THAN THE
ABYSMAL AFTERLIFE.

P: That film we watched, thats what they
did. They broke into the radio station of
a university and started broadcasting.
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D: Which one?
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V: Its called I am Not Alone.
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D: Oh, yes. But even then, its in the
moment of rupture. The work that we
need to do is not the work we do when
something breaks, its the work that we
need to do on the long road ahead. You
cant just keep breaking into university
radio stations.
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V: Do you ever think of infiltrating the
workplace on the long road?
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P: Use their photocopy machine to print
stuff!
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D: I do that! I print articles for myself to
read. But yeah, its pretty impossible to
do anything where I work.
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V: Do you have any comrades?
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D: At work? No. I only have a friend who



is a bit left, but hes not in the air
force, hes in the army. He knows how
bad things are. He wants things to
change, too. But how? Thats what he
keeps asking.
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V: You're talking about the long road, no?
And before this you actually talked
about the difference between this
No One Cares group and charity, and
what you can do when its not a crisis
anymore. And also theres a part in
writing. I was just wondering about how
you reflect on all of these connections.
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D: Personally I still cant make a con-
nection between my writing and my
translation with work on the ground. I

think they work on separate terrains,
with different audiences, too.
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P: That doesnt mean they're not con-
nected. Maybe they follow the same
trajectory, actually.
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D: But I still can't find the connection.

Maybe theres one out there, but I can’t
discern it. We'll see.
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L: Not sure. I think me and Dion, with

Japan as well, we were falking like,

‘Okay, now theres nothing to do. What

are we going to do with all of the

groups that we've built relationships

with?’
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J: Oh yeah, theres this idea of the food
co-op. Supporting the [courier] riders’
union. But a very quick idea. If the
riders want to unionise, then we can
support them financially or individually.
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L: If we want to support the riders’ union
when they want to strike, wed want to
help pay money for their daily lives so
they can stop working and the strike
can be effective. We've thought about
that.
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: After the project, after the crisis died

down—which it has not, really—but when
they lifted the lockdown, I was also
asking myself what else can I do? So I
talked with a few comrades, and I was
entertaining the idea of a food co-op
or maybe even a food bank. But I only
have a rough idea of what it could be.
You need to do the food co-op with
people who need the food, not the
people who just want fo do it. So we
were thinking maybe we could do this
with the workers’ camps because they
live together. They would benefit more
by pooling their resources to buy food
as a group. And maybe thats where
we start the conversation. Even if we
can't start the conversation like, 'Oh,
lets read Mao!’ what we can start is,
you know, coming together. Doing this is
better than a family spending on their
own.
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And so this whole thing, you continued
until when? October?
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L:

I think by the end of September it
already died down. No cases coming in.
It was October that this [food stall

we always eat at] opened again, so we
came back and sat here. I remember I
was with Dion the first day that they
opened, and sitting here, we were like,
‘What the fuck happened these three
months?’ Now when we sit here, we feel
like nothing ever happened. We've come
back to normal life. What about those
times when everything was fucking
hectic, crazy messy? I think its good
that I did this.
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If youre working at the grassroots
level, I think its always easier to start
specific and small. You saw already, you
need something urgent in order to get
anybody to move, to do anything. It's
not impossible. You can have a worker
union and then divide it into different
sectors. In Hong Kong it also became a
really big thing, because people start
to see, in different industries, how
they are related to the system, and

also, these are where your friends are.
The people that you talk to are the



people that you work with, and they
started developing this whole economic
analysis—very Hong Kong. We knew

we cannot be on the streets so much
anymore, and its not working, so we
still want to find a way to fight, but in
our everyday lives. So there started
to be so many different unions, and all
the different unions—teacher unions,
airplane worker union, accountant
union—started to find different ways
to be yellow (Hong Kong yellow, the
pro-democracy side). A lot of them are
not doing so much, but some of them

SOCIAL WELFARE
IS NOT LIMITED TO
LABOURERS, BUT
RIGHTFULLY ENTITLED
TO ALL CITIZENS IN
THIS COUNTRY.

are still continuing, and there$ still
communication, and I think it just has
to happen slowly in this way. This is
how it starts. People have to be with
their friends.
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L: Yeah, I know. But why do we have to

have this catastrophe, this disaster,

to get together and do something
together?
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Furiously compassionate. Anger is imperative //
Sketch of angry Vajarapani,

a deity of compassion by LEEE
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Money

China is capitalist. It is capitalist both because
it is fully integrated in the global capitalist
system and because capitalist imperatives
have penetrated all the way down to everyday
life. The population in China, as elsewhere,
depends on the market for survival, either
directly or indirectly. In other words: you
need money to survive. Since money is the
lifeblood of capitalist production (in technical
terms, we say that it is the necessary form of
appearance of value), this dependence on
money for survival is the clearest signal that a
population has been incorporated into global

capitalism. [...]

For most people in China, as elsewhere, the
money they need to survive takes the form of
wages paid for work. It doesn't matter if these
wages are disguised as “sales” (i.e. for street
vendors), “donations” (i.e. for livestreamers)
or as some sort of “bonus” or “social insurance
payment” (common names for additional
wages earned by industrial workers in
China). These people are forced to depend
on wage income because they have no
collective control over production itself, and
production is the source of the goods they
need to survive and live a full life. Even when
unemployed, people in this group (called
the proletariat) still need money to survive,

so they end up depending on others’ wages

@ Chuang

(i.e. borrowing from family), going into debt
(ie. depending on loans from the wealthy)
or subsisting on meager unemployment or
pension payments from the state, which are
just second-hand wages (or second-hand
profits) since welfare funds are paid for by

taxes, including an income tax.

Government of the Rich

For a small share of the global population,
the money they use to survive is obtained
from profits, which are returns on money
invested in some sort of business. This
doesn’t just mean casual investment of spare
cash. To receive enough to survive on, you
must already have a large sum of money
to invest. In other words: you have to be
rich. In China, this latter group (called the
bourgeoisie or simply the capitalist class)
is split into two important sub-categories:
those “inside the system” (&l ) and those
“outside the system” (& 4h). In both cases,
the “system” is the party-state, which is an
organization of the Chinese members of the

global capitalist class.

In the party-state, capitalists hold all major
decision-making power. At first glance, this
might seem different than the “democratic”
governments of other countries, even if we

recognize that these democracies are, in
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fact, oligarchies where the rich exert indirect
control through political middlemen. But
direct rule by the rich is almost universal
for countries in the first stages of capitalist
development—at least for those that have
successfully triggered periods of rapid growth.
The first countries called “state capitalist”
or even “state socialist” (in the late 19th
century) were places like imperial Germany
and Japan, where the wealthy had more or
less direct control of the state and used it
to implement wide-ranging developmental
projects and forms of social welfare, often in
an effort to undercut opposition from below.
This included outright state ownership of
key industries, such as railways, as well as
the emergence of enormous monopolies that
were thoroughly integrated with the state—
in some cases even tasked with printing the
official currency and running the national
bank. Similarly, rapid development in places
like South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore in
the later 20th century took place under one-
party dictatorships that implemented state-

led economic plans. [......]

State and Nation

Most of the confusion about whether or not

China is a capitalist country is to be found

in two related errors: the first is the incorrect

assumption  that individual countries
somehow choose economic systems which
are then largely confined to those countries,
making it possible to speak of “socialist”
countries, “capitalist” countries and any
number of possible variations; the second is
the assumption, already mentioned above,
that “the state” and “the market” are two
fundamentally separate institutions, and that
capitalism is defined by the dominance of the
market, whereas “socialism” is defined by the

dominance of the state.

Both errors are rooted in a misunderstanding
of what the “state” is. In the first error, it is
assumed that the nation-state is a natural
or inevitable form of human community
and that the economy is subordinate to it.
Its easy to imagine, then, that people in a
given territory, so long as they agreed, could
just reorganize their economy to their liking.
They could, for instance, choose some sort of
Northern European-style social democracy
with free healthcare and lots of investment
in education, infrastructure and renewable
energy. In this way of thinking, it is only
greedy, stupid, or confused people who

prevent this from happening.
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In imagining the country as a community,
though, real conflicts of interest are ignored.
What if “bad” people are not what is
preventing the “good” choices from being
made? What if, instead, many of the bad
things in society actually benefit those in
control of society? In reality; its actually worse
than this: the bad things are made necessary
for everyone because they’re necessary for
“the health of the economy” on which we
are all forced to depend. If inflation gets
too extreme it means your wage buys less.
If growth slows it means its harder to find
or keep a job. We are all chained to the
economy. In wealthy countries these chains
are looser. More concessions are always
possible. If youre at the very top of the
system, you might even feel as if you arent
chained to it at all. But as soon as it begins
to slide down a cliff, those chains become an
undeniable reality. If it sinks, we sink with it.

But the poor sink first. Thats why, as soon
as an economic crisis breaks out, the state
is mobilized to “restore the health of the
economy” by bailing out the rich. Those
at the bottom might get some support,
but it will always be a fraction of what the
wealthy receive. Since the wealthy are the
ones in control of production, “rescuing”
the economy means that their interests will
be prioritized because they have cultivated
a situation in which all of our interests
are dependent on theirs. This is a clear
demonstration that the country is not a
“community” of shared interests. It is one
territory in a global capitalist system. That
territory is mostly owned and controlled by
the rich. It is not your country, and it never
has been. It is theirs. [...]
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Socialism

The concept of “socialism” itself has always
been murky In the past, it was used by
both revolutionaries and by those seeking
to reform the existing order to make it more
humane. In either case, socialism usually
referred to the destruction of the property
system and was, at least in its early usages
in the 18th and 19th centuries, basically
synonymous with “communism,” “social
revolution” and “anarchism” in its end goal.
The distinction between revolutionary and
reformist positions was simply a question of
how to get there. In the course of the 20th
century, socialism came to designate a “lower”
stage of society preceding communism,
within which the rule of property was in the
process of being dismantled but had not yet
been entirely abolished. Today, however, the
word “socialism” seems to refer to nothing
more than “capitalism with a human face.” It
has lost any relationship to the destruction of

capitalist society. [...]

Ultimately, all of this represents an historical
bankruptcy of the term “socialism” itself.
While it might be conceivable that, someday,
the term could regain its revolutionary
implications, this does not seem likely in the

near future. In a practical sense, this means

M Chuang

that it has become increasingly common for
those who advocate for the revolutionary
abolition of capitalist society to distinguish
themselves against those calling themselves
the
preserving our historical and theoretical

socialist. ~ For sake of accurately
heritage, many (including ourselves) use
the term communist. In recent years, the
term has regained its popularity among a
politically active minority, accompanying
the revival of interest in Marx that followed
the Great Recession. Many of those using the
term have been engaged in recent political
upheavals. But, in contrast to last century,
today communist politics has no widespread
popular purchase in the world. While the
name may come to designate a future politics
borne of future struggles, it is just as likely
that a new term might emerge to replace it,

capturing the same meaning,

Development

In China, the confusion is even more
complicated, since the state is controlled by
a party that calls itself “communist,” even
though it is ruled entirely by capitalists,
and which has provided real developmental
benefits for millions of Chinese people.

Development is key here, since the capitalists

Bl
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who run the communist party argue that,
despite the degree of market development,
the countrys socialist character is evident
in the fact that people are being lifted out of
poverty.

There is an important historical dimension
to this reasoning as well: In the 20th
century the meaning of “socialism” became
closely aligned with the idea of an alternate
developmental model for poor countries
that avoided the chaos of early capitalist
development. This is because the only
successful  socialist revolutions in that
century occurred in extremely poor, mostly
agricultural regions like Russia and China.
In such places, the victorious revolutionaries
had to make basic developmental programs a
priority. This was seen as both an immediate
and a long-term necessity. In the immediate
sense, it was clearly justified both by the
risk of mass starvation and by the threat
of a foreign invasion funded by the global
capitalist class, who still wanted to see the

revolutions crushed. [...]

Driven by this logic of development, China
was ultimately integrated into the global
economy through a process that its political
leaders called “reform and opening.” Even
though the process meant that more and
more of production and everyday life would
be subject to the demands of the market, it
was still understood to be “socialist” because
it successfully produced developmental
returns by rapidly increasing industrial
output, even while it sacrificed some of the
gains of the earlier socialist era (in public
health, for example), saw certain regions
(such as the Northeast) undergo widespread
decline, and produced stark social inequality.
At every stage, the partys rhetoric has

emphasized that, regardless of how extensive
the market becomes, if it guarantees growth
and development it is ultimately socialist—at
least so long as the communist party retains

control. [...]

Communism

This hints that the real question is not
whether China is “socialist” or not, but
instead whether “socialism,” however we
define it, actually has any relationship to
communism today. For now, lets avoid some
of the technicalities and reduce the meaning
of communism to something approximating
that older “socialist” ideal: the destruction
of the property system and the abolition of
money (technically “value”) in pursuit of the
destruction of class society So the question
becomes: if we were to accept the narrative
put forward by Chinas leading capitalists
(those who control the party), then what is
the mechanism through which socialism
with Chinese characteristics, as it actually
exists today, enables or prepares for the
global liquidation of the property system at
the core of capitalist society?

Development alone no longer provides
sufficient justification, since China today has
the productive power and material wealth
necessary to easily provide a comfortable life
for all Chinese people and even to conduct
cooperative development projects in the
worlds poorest places—all possible if this
wealth (including those forms of private
property that are called “state” resources)
were to be redistributed and subject to
collective control for the benefit of all. Its

often an error to try and measure well-being
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using conventional business statistics, which
fail to capture the depth and complexity of
peoples livelihoods. But it is nonetheless
significant that Chinese GDP per capita is
today equivalent to the (inflation-adjusted)
GDP per capita of Western Europe in the
1960s—the decade when many communists
in Europe first began to argue that the
focus of any potential revolution should be
to decrease economic activity in wealthy
countries such as their own, since output
was more than enough to serve the needs of
everyone. In an era of mass extinction and
cascading ecological crisis, this emphasis
has only become more important to the
communist critique of the present world. [...]
In  Europe, “socialist”  governments
implement austerity, deploy armies of police
to crush popular rebellions and siphon the
energy out of potentially revolutionary social
movements, rerouting it in perpetually failing
electoral schemes. In the US, “socialism” has
come to mean nothing more than slightly
more liberal administration of the status
quo. Every one of the policy proposals of
todays “democratic socialists” are based
on a disavowed nationalism, rooted in the
hope for some mythical revival of American
industry—a new industry that will be “green”
in name but blood-red in the imperial

violence that such a revival would require.

Similarly; the “socialist” government of China
has been the most active and successful

force suppressing the emergence of any

independent proletarian organizations in
the worlds core industries and outlawing
access to communist literature among the
population at large, including the systematic
dismantling of Marxist study groups across
the country. Party leadership is substituted
for proletarian organization, as striking
workers are told to submit to their suffering
for the sake of national rejuvenation. Reading
the works of Marx directly is discouraged
and texts like Capital: A Critique of Political
Economy are substituted with required
courses studying official articles on “socialist
political economy,” written by professors in
various Administration and Management

departments.

Meanwhile, “socialist modernization” has, in
reality; only led to the further entrenchment
of the private property system. The party
has overseen the destruction of essentially
all remaining communal or semi-communal
conventions in land and enterprise manage-
ment,alongsideall remaining forms of socialist
welfare, systematically replacing them with
conventions of private ownership modelled
on the legal systems of the leading capitalist
nations. This cultivation of commodification,
combined with the repression of all potential
for communist organizing to emerge among
the population at large, seems to pose this
Chinese “socialism” against all prospects for
proletarian emancipation. Placed in global
context, it is not an exaggeration to say that
socialism, as it actually exists today, is largely

anti-communist. |...]
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“LET IT END IN OUR GENERATION” was
a popular slogan among Thai protesters
between 2020 and 2021. To witness
middle schoolers chanting the motto was
a stark reminder of the intergenerational
nature of political struggle. Politica—as
in the ground on which we stand, a battle
field with excavations which unearth

the inevitable gaps between ourselves
and those who preceded us, between
ourselves and generations to come. In
this edited conversation, Montika Kham-
on, or Earn, a flmmaker and the founder
of Film Student Union, shares with us
how she thinks the political landscape
has shifted and is still shifting.
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VICTORIA: As we know and have
come to accept, protesting on
the streets is now a thing of
the past. | want to think via
this newsletter about how the
movement still continues in
different ways and with diverse
forms of expression. | want to
speak with you, Earn, about this
climate, and how it is like for you
as a recent graduate, filmmaker,
music video director, and
organiser of the Film Student
Union.
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EARN: One thing | believe that

has completely changed is

the tradition of Rub Nong, or
SOTUS.! The pandemic is partly
the reason why Rub Nong is now

! Comparable to hazing elsewhere, SOTUS is a tradition where senior students at an insti-
tution, in particular institutions of higher education, arrange activities that are believed
to instill “Seniority, Order, Tradition, Unity, and Spirit,” hence the acronym SOTUS. The
activities vary from institution to institution but often include both verbal and physical
threats that sometimes result in emotional and physical harm. Read more at: prachatai.

com/english/node/9544 .
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cancelled in many places, but |
really believe that the protests
also played a significant role
in changing the conversation
around it. Now there’s longer
seniors who will intentionally
threaten and pressure you into
activities. The movement has
prompted us to question long-
held traditions

For me, as a filmmaker,
whenever a music label
approached me for a job, despite
very low compensation | would
always see it as an opportunity. |
thought | could build a portfolio.
| thought that was fair. Now,
I've started to question whether
there could be any organization
to advocate for our minimum
wage. But since the government
doesn’t consider freelance
work as a proper career and
employment, there are no laws
or legal measures to protect
our rights. | was inspired by the
Workers’ Union?, so | gathered
with other juniors who worked
with me making music videos,
and we started talking with each
other. What could we do? Why
hasn’t there been any movement
around this issue? Since we
didn’t have much experience at
the time, we started a public
conversation through Clubhouse.
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V:Is the Film Student Union still
active?
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2 Founded in 2021 following the wave of popular protests, the Workers’ Union attempts to
unionize people across careers and employment under the slogan: “We are all workers.”
Follow them at: www.facebook.com/workersunion.th.
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E: Much less active than it was

before, but we hope that our
mission passes over to the

next generations of students.
For example, right now there

is still no criteria to designate
a minimum wage for making

an MV. But when | talked to
costume designers, they actually
have a solid number—6,000
baht per set. This number was
established after many costume
designers assembled, agreeing
that they must all at least

earn 6,000 baht, and then, the

standard is adopted more widely.

For an entire, larger scale MV
set, we might need an official
statement to set a standard
agreed by the union. Some
oppose the idea, saying that a
standard might in turn be used
to lowball the price even further.
But we still thought that having
a statement would be better
than nothing, otherwise younger
filmmakers won’t be able to
survive.

Lately I've taken a bit of a
break from the Film Student

Union. | became too busy with
work and couldn’t dedicate

as much time as before. Even
though the Union is less active, |
still see the effects of our work.
Other MV makers have gathered
and demanded minimum wage.

| talked with Champ, one of the

organizers of the Workers’ Union,

and we talked about how we
should have nurtured the culture
of unionizing since college. Back
when we were studying, there
was no such conversation. We
should talk about minimum
wage, but we should also talk
about our capabilities to deliver
the work. This goes back to
the education system and how
it is or is not able to train us.
The worst of all is the issue of
safety. For example, recently,
the artistic team on the set of
a gay TV-series caught COVID.
The camera and lighting team all
stopped and went home, but the
producers just hired a new team
and continued working. Turned
out no one dared to say which
set it was, even though all of
this was even more of a reason
to disclose information. If there
was a union, we might have
been able to advocate for more
protection for the workers.
There’s also an issue of
hours. Right now, people
work 12 hours per shift, and
senior professionals would say
that 12 hours is normal. Even
though that’s more than the
legal working time, everyone’s
freelance and isn’t protected by
any sort of law. If the shooting
is for a series, the working hours
could go up to 14-16 hours a
shift—standard. Everyone is
willing to accept such tough

%



90

conditions because one job can

guarantee income for the month.
And there’s this mentality of, “If |
don’t do it, others will anyways.”
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V: It also goes back to a culture
that was being instilled back in
school, too, right? We compete.
We don’t collaborate. So in fact,
instead of collaborating and
unionizing to reject sub-standard
compensation, we end up
competing for opportunities with
unfair payment. As a result, we
were all paid much less.
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E: Yes! And now that the shooting
equipment is even cheaper, you
don’t need to be a production
house to make a music video.
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V: Even with cheaper equipment,
| imagine that “better”
equipment still translates to
more advantages? | once saw
a collective in Mexico that
pools their resources for film
equipment. Do you think that

kind of sharing model is possible
here?
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E: Normally we rent equipment
here. As for me, | have been
borrowing equipment from
a friend who has money. It’s
true that since | have access
to more equipment, | have a
greater advantage and can get
a head start. Technology is very
important for this line of work.
This friend of mine is in some
ways doing exactly what you said
with the collective in Mexico,
though much less organized
and less formally. This friend
always shares equipment with
junior students. But since the
equipment is so expensive,
they still have to go monitor
everything. There were several
incidents where someone
borrowed the equipment and
broke them. This is still a big
issue for this sharing model.
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V: 'm interested in how your
generation was able to form a
union. | really believe that the
political landscape and direction
of mobilization varies greatly
from generation to generation.
For example, people in my
generation, which is only 3-4
years older than you, are mostly
royalists and conservatives.
Whoever is supportive of the Red
Shirts3 is immediately shunned
and discriminated against. But
it is apparent that the leaders of
the 2020-2021 protest are from a
new generation—so young, even
high school and middle school
students. And most of them are
interested in the democratic
movement and informed about
their rights. Of course, | don’t
believe that people become
instantly “woke” just because
some particular event happens

to them, but | am interested in
how the process of “political
awakening” has been for you
personally?
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E: | don’t know if | can use

this word “woke”, but for my
generation, it was almost a peer
pressure thing. In my generation,
there are very few royalist
conservatives. If someone is one,
the word gets out, and people
gossip. People are perplexed
about how someone could still
be so conservative in this day
and age. | remember when the
Future Forward Party* was
dissolved, everyone expressed
their anger on Facebook. Perhaps
| wasn’t as politically aware as

3 The Red Shirts are a pro-democracy movement in Thailand that resulted from the 2006
coup d’état against Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Threatening the Bangkok middle
class fascist sensibilities of class, cultural, and marginal unapologetic-ness, the term ‘Red
Shirt’ has entered the popular, state-sanctioned, PG-13, and air-conditioned consciousness
of the Thai middle class as a pejorative: uneducated, unrefined, and thus undeserving
of self-determination through democracy. Although the movement has been repeatedly
sabotaged by Thai economic elites and fascist politicians—up to one hundred Red Shirt
protestors were massacred during the 2010 crackdown under the leadership of Oxford-
educated, British-sounding, friend-of-Boris-Johnson Abhisit Vejjajiva—the Red Shirts
have remained active and are key to the current protests in Thailand.
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others, so at the time | called
up a friend who was studying
law and asked why people were
so furious. We discussed for

a long time about how it was
unfair, and then | understood. It
is probably through these kinds
of conversations and exchanges
that one’s thoughts and mindset
most influence others, and this
ripples further and further.
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V: | see. | also think that a change
in mindset is very gradual and
organic. It takes time to change
the mindset of the “majority.” My
generation and yours are starkly
different. Most people my age
were content, even satisfied, to
see the crackdown on the Red
Shirts, resulting in many cruel

deaths. But most protest leaders
who commemorated and even
apologised to the Red Shirts

on the public stage were your
age. It’s so different. That’s why
| have always admired people
who have sustained their work
over the years, like Arn Press,
who has been publishing books
on politics and for democracy
over the past decade. They were
very niche, only specific groups
of people knew about them,

but now their publications sell
out all the time. Their work has
really shifted the paradigm and
changed people’s minds.
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“ The Future Forward Party was a Thai political party founded in 2018. The party’s name
could actually be literally translated as ‘New Future Party’, as it claims to be a fresh
alternative to other long-standing, established, and hence corrupted political parties.
The Future Forward Party was particularly popular among young voters. Despite its
popularity and promising policies, the party was accused of having received illegal loans
by the party’s founder, Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit and was disbanded in 2020 by
Constitutional Court order. More information: www.theguardian.com/world/2020/feb/21
thai-court-dissolves-opposition-party-future-forward.
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: This reminds me of the group
called dude, movie based in
Chiang Mai. They told me that
they only started screening
movies independently after they
came to Bangkok for Talk-Talk-
Vilion.5 They liked the community
so much that when they returned
to Chiang Mai, they gathered

with friends and just started
doing things as well. They said
they saw possibilities. And

once they just tried doing it,
they realized it was very much
possible. This kind of effect isn’t
obvious or tangible, but it does
happen.

When we talked with dude,
movie about forming a collective,
they also asked whether the
university is dead. | guess, yes.
In some ways, it’s dead now. But
what we still like about university
is how it is a place where we can
meet like-minded people. Other
than that, we no longer have
hope for universities in terms of
knowledge. We can learn from
the outside, from experience and
from working. In Chiang Mai,
they said that COVID didn’t make
them feel lonely. People are
all activists in their own ways.
They make art together. Protest
together. Then the community
forms and strengthens on its
own. Some people brought their
homework to the protest. So yes,
COVID has isolated people, but
it also reminds everyone of the
importance of friendship and
mobilizing.

| was very inspired by them
and motivated to come back
and work with the Union again.
Right now, we will probably just
focus on students, at a scale
that we are capable of doing. In
fact, we want to unionize anyone

5 Talk-Talk-Vilion is the name of a pavilion of the Bangkok Biennial which appeared in both
2018 and 2020. In 2020, Talk-Talk-Vilion assembled four groups: namely, Untitled for
Film, a group of media arts students from Chiang Mai; Text and Title, a creative writing
studio; Inappropriate Book Club, a book club on common dissent; and Speedy Grandma,
an artistic collective and independent art space. The pavilion presented a diverse set of
programmes, ranging from art exhibitions and reading groups to live performances and
film screenings. All activities took place in the same venue. For more information: www.

facebook.com/talktalkvilion.
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film-related. Even though the
protests have dwindled down,
they have shifted the mindset of
each of us in every field. Now, it’s
very common to hear the word
‘socialism’ in our discussions
because during the protests
there were always speeches
mentioning it. It's no longer a
foreign concept and has become
a common part of our vocabulary.
Fundamental ideas and under-
standings of rights have changed
completely. Compared to before,
it probably wouldn’t be as
difficult for someone to start
doing something now.
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V: Aside from how political ideas
have been transformed after
the protests, | think another
important result of the protests
is friendship. Before 2020-2021,
there were groups working
for change, but they were like
disconnected archipelagos. Now
that the water has receded, we
can see the paths that connect
each island. People are working
across fields and across different
groups of friends. After the
protests ended, these bonds do
not disappear immediately. What
is it like for people who work in
film and for the Film Student
Union?
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E: | want to share that back
in college, the culture really
encouraged competition. The
higher one goes, the more
distance there is between one
another. The friends | ended up
making were those who worked
on the same set because we
would be spending a lot of time
together. We become colleagues,
but also friends in real life. We

remind each other to do ATK
tests, things like that. Of course,
we also can’t avoid talking
about the union. We’ve always
said that we have to come back
and really form a strong union
one day. It may not be now, but
soon. What I’'m confident about,
though, is the overall mindset
of people. When we started
the discussion on Clubhouse,
some music labels also joined
in. One director talked about
how the work is very tiring,
saying that sometimes he has to
spend his own money to finish
a job well. Before, people would
have agreed with him, seeing
it as a condition we all have to
accept. But now, the reaction
is the opposite. Why should
we spend our own money? Is it
because we aren’t paid enough
for the production? Where
are the ethics? The reactions
have changed so much. These
relationships have not simply
formed during work hours or
with proximity. | don’t know
if I'm answering the question,
but | can feel that the political
consciousness has changed and
has pervaded all aspects of life.
It’s in the air.
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What are we trying to demonstrate at a
demonstration? Can’t we demonstrate
fun, too? This is what the organisers

of Mob Fest are asking. Against the
oppressive landscape of Thai politics,
Mob Fest carves out space for the
festive, where pop songs share the
stage with advocacy for disability rights,
resistance to the state occupation

of natural lands, and calls to end the
perpetration of gender violence. Such
‘marginalised” issues are guestionably
understood as secondary to the grand,
main fight for democracy. The work of
Mob Fest is intensely funny, intellectually
witty, and skilfully subversive. They
protest the way they know how, making
ways for new possibilities to enter public
space together and find understandings
of what it means to manifest joy.
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VICTORIA Basically, now there aren’t many
protests, and that's a fact Many are
saying that it's hopeless now. It's bleak
and sad. But T was actually thinking
about how the movement has been
on-going. Since before the 2020-2021
movement, there have always been
people working towards democracy from
different aspects and are stil doing so
now even if there's less possibility to
protest So I wanted to shift the focus
from the protest as a spectacle and
spectacular event
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PORTABLE: Just for the beginning, it would
be helpful if you could introduce a bit
about the project
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MOB FEST
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MOB FEST Y: I was working as o content

creator ot o company, and COVID had
already spread for about two months
already when T quit my job. During that
time, there were o lot of flash mobs, but
the popular ones were run by the Free
Youth group. A bit of my background
after the coup I knew a couple of people
in the activist circle and had been helping
with some media work. Since I was
planning to do & documentary and was
following the protests close\y, I sat down
with the people who ran Free Youth. They
later changed their name to Free People
After Free People happened, there
were consistent protests. The biggest one
was by Free People at the Democracy
Monument around August of 2020. For
that protest, I helped with their PR, but
later the group disintegrated. However,

' In the Thai context, the word “mob” is synonymous with protests
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just before the conflict, we had been
planning another mob' It was around
the time during the 14 October protest
when many, including the lowyer Anon
Nampa, were arrested—one of the first
crackdowns by the government. That
was when we planned the second protest
with Free People. It wais also during this
time that Tong and Pang came in to
helo

fauia o vdrawansamsed ohap
atnnizdetay uede Iuuananuaan b
] amﬂ%iauﬂmamuauq ﬂumwmu
muwuﬂauﬁaﬂuuavﬂﬂmum%‘ Grd
snsoul s IMansngan 1s1danndu
uilerunan TftarulaunaRaaE LS
Finnwdn Tutauisevinasuumoag
FAUUIA mMuLLﬂummmﬂu@wmm
v MeneauaNeEume mtﬂﬂunmmau
winafu7ingau lalaudu unwsnsran
il i NAanAUINTREYNd b i
sl watle ladumatnvinTu
wﬂﬁ:wouﬂuaunumnﬂmwwdu flau
‘uaummﬂﬁﬁduuaonﬁmmﬂuﬁam
a9 ﬂu&ﬁmmwmmauﬁamw $AIN
flauusn mmmun.ﬂuﬂawuawummu
aewaes@amwﬁmwumwu HRZVIN
mumsﬂsvmwﬁwwmwuavvnuaau
UDNINAF FLDLATAUIIAD 152AVIN
Tdsiaaviert fudaoan TankaoiviAnadu
datly msudd onsreratasuntAuds la
mouila s evingtuay Sy bl loat
auniinar Tsisarivnaymautidulisis
s ndua U La R R VIS
yut nasvinoiaan Tuanaonvsaau
fanatmaud
éuﬁhuvmﬁamﬂﬁuwmm UA
ALl LS UIAD LIS UNUAILAT
\luviouuneoRasiesrnruyaauan
WRINASAdaUL WasLa Y Asasdai
vindiaua Tosu vl auane
ysANARS (5 indaunsfadng

At i fundons Tesmsine e
mﬂwmumquﬂaum

MOB FEST T: After they organised the

protest, Y wanted to organise another
protest, but different this time. She
wanted to include more varieties of
people, like musicians and artists Y
started the mob by asking P and I to
join and help. I think one of the interesting
points of Mob Fest is that we actually
started when the first wave of protests
declined. That was when the leaders of
the mob were jailed in the first round of
arrests. At that point, people were quite
hopeless, as opposed to before when
there were protests dal ¥, everywhere
So, we were talking about what could
cheer the people up. We agreed on this
concept of making the protest fun

and hopeful That resulted in o very
colourful and very artsy movement
That's the beginning of Mob Fest. After
our first mob, we evolved into o very
solid organisation of creative people. We
joined the protests in both tangible and
intangible forms

After the protests on the street, we
also initiated a lot of online projects and
art-related projects which P can help
me explain further. Right now we are still
protesting, even if it's not on the streets
The project we are currently working on
is thh Thai Lawyers for Human Rights
(TLHR), o group of lawyers that help
peop\e currently in jail right now.

This is o very short introduction of
Mob Fest, and as Y mentioned earlier, she
started as head of PR for Free People
After P and I joined, we formed Mob Fest,
and Y has been acting as the strategist
1 toke care of the communication, and P
is our project manager because she's the
most well-organised person in our group
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2 As o gender category, nuvi (ka—toey‘, is conceptuoHy and semantically dynam;c Once a pejorative, it has
been re-defined and re-opproprioited over decades and centuries, to the extent that it now refers to any
identity beyond gender stagnancy, almost but not always with o sense of self-deprecating pride
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MOP FEST Y: After there was o crack down
on the protest at Ratchaprasong and
How Yoek Lad Prao, there were many
flash mobs without an official stage
or leaders, but there would be people
standing on the side giving speeches on
various issues. I hate this word, but on
marginalised issues like disability. These
issues are considered marginalised from
the main movement, which wass focused
upon demanding grand change. I saw
that there were people who wanted to be
heard, but there was no stage for them
I wanted Mob Fest to present these issues
on the main stage, to omp\ify these
voices. On our team, there were both
activists that understand these issues
as well as creatives and organisers. So,
how do we moke these “pop”? We added
color and creativity to make them more
Interesting
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A musician holding up an image of Jit Pumisak during a
concert at Mob Fest, 2020
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MOB FEST T: In the first wave of protests,

all the issues that were being amplified
were all about the “big picture”. The
government. The monarchy. Al that
But after the first wave of leaders
were arrested, there were a lot of
self-organised mobs happening all over
Bangkok. There were people holding
speakers or microphones voicing their
own problems. For example, gender issues,
the school system, or minority issues

Y wanted to bring all those issues up
onto the big stage, but the issue was
that people weren't really interested

At that time, people were still heawvily
focused on the big picture problems,
but all the issues were out there People
acknowledge them and know they are
there So, Mob Fest’s mission was to get
these issues and messages through to
the people. That's why it involved a ot of
communication techniques and art
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MOB FEST P: It's not just about the physical

movement. We also digitized these
messages on social media,, so you can
see that our movement isn’t just on-site
or protesting
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MOB FEST Y: Then, other groups started

to see our capacity for communication
and our ability to present the issues

in interesting ways, so after Mob Fest,
many asked us to help them with their
communication
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MOB FEST T: That wass when we started

to grow bigger. We have around 20
regular members consisting of high
school students, college students, and
older people like Y, P, and I, who are
already working in the creative industries
The biggest project we organised had
around 60-70 people. It's a solid but loose
organisation, you see
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V: Thave heard mony say that protest

should be a serious matter, but didn't
expect that from activist leaders as well
How did you all respond to that reaction?
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MOB FEST Y: Going back to the time of
the 2010 coup, when I started to know
activists, they had tried to bring
in entertainment, but it wasn't quite
successful There were attempts by
“serious activists” to join forces with the
“creatives”, but many activists came
from academia. They understood theory
But no matter which time, there have
also always been those who understand
theories and also hawve humour
Not everyone. Penguin is funny. He
incorporates art in his demands, like using
Choi songs and whatever. I think the
lack of humour causes tension among
activists. Some just want to be leaders,
and some must control the narrative
Many discuss only with theory, and we
clashed many times because of this
Other groups actually joked that we
are middle-class ka-toey' with humour,
things like that. Sometimes [ wanted
to slap back and tell them they are so
masculine that they can’t work with fun
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The Democracy Monument in Bangkok enshrouded by a cloth
and decorated with messsges from protesters
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MOB FEST T: We were attacked by some
leaders who were saying that by making
the protest light and breezy, we devalue
the protest’s demands Because some
of these leaders are very bookish, they
are very straightforward and tense. I
think from Mob Fest’s point of view, in
order to prolong the movement, it's very
crucial to introduce a human aspect to
the movement. And this is demonstroted
in all of our projects. Every project
that Mob Fest has initiated will hawve
a human touch. We'll have something
y0u can connect to in terms of emotions
and feelings. For example, we did this
underground pro ject—underground as in
we didn't say that we were doing it It's
o website called 112story

Since the past year, there have been
hundreds of people prosecuted under
Section 112. We wanted to tell the story
in order to amplify the harshness of this
law. But instead of shouting, instead of
stating all the solid facts or its scary
aspects, we decided to tell their stories as
human beings
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MOB FEST P: Is it possible to also share

about Jakka Jing Jing?
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MOB FEST T For Children’s Doy last year, we
talked with the Bad Students movement,
a group of students who are doing

a lot of actions to improve education

in Thailand. We wanted to make an
ilustrated children’s book to teach
children about the current movement

But then we wanted to give this book to
very young children, 4-5 years old. So we
came up with the concept of o character
that tels o very abstract story about
an imaginative character. We published
around 2,000 copies, and we donated
half of the copies to different libraries in
Thailand
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Po: This kind of book—you are allowed to

put them in public libraries?
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MOB FEST T: The point is that it was an

underground project. So the government
didn’t know that it was o protest group
doing the children’s book. And the story
is very subtle. It's all about allowing the
character to choose what it likes instead
of parents teling them what to do. So
people didn’t know that it was about
democracy

This project is different from what we
used to do. We asked a lot of specialists
to come help us because we knew it was
a very sensitive project. We worked with
SEA Write Award writers, education



professors, and creative agencies; they
were our advisors. It's about children
making their own choices. By letting them
choose their own path, I think it's o small
but important step towards democrocy
It was very well-received by o lot of
parents because it's not violent
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MOB FEST P: So, you can see that with this
we can moke a change. We started as a
protest group, but now we've named our
new group Aimost Midnight. The public
might not know that Almost Midnight is
run by Mob Fest and protesters
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MOB FEST T: So we work under two titles
Mob Fest and Almost Midnight. Almost
Midnight was initiated in order to
separate us from the political turmoil
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Po: Is it the exact same people?
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MOP FEST T: Yes. One is very public, and the
other is underground. Aimost Midnight
works with education and children
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MOB FEST Y: We came up with this name at
around 2 am, since we work all day and
night
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V. Almost midnight, but towards dawn
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MOB FEST Y: More like past midnight. 2am,
2am
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MOB FEST P: We alway get briefs in the
evening, and when it's almost midnight,
we set up o meeting. Then the project
has to be launched in the next two days
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MOB FEST Y: Twant to go back a little I
don’t completely understand what the
activists are thinking, but in my circle and
for myself, we don’t identify ourselves
as activists. We want to modbilise in our
own ways. When T joined the activist
circle, T only thought of how to bring the
connections that I have, friends thot
want to work in their own wawys, into the
movement that's happening in Thailand
When there's this kind of project,
everyone's ready, and everyone supports
each other. They aren’t activists, but
they want to mobilise
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I think of activists as those like
Penguin, Rung, Iawyer Anon — those who
protest about an issue continuously. 1
also have something that I'm passionate
about, but I can't just focus on that one
thing. My life yearns for other things,
too. So, I'm exactly a real activist in that
sense
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I can understand that I also think that
the thing that you do expands the
ways people can protest and mobilise
What are you all working on now? It
seems you have many projects
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MO FEST T: We are actualy planning
a fundraising campaign for TLHR
Pecause there have been almost 2,000
prosecutions in the past two years. They
are both Section 112 and the violation of
the emergency decree, most issued when
the movement was at its peak TLHR
got funding an overseas organisation,
but with the number of cases rising,
they need more funding in order to keep
operating. That's the only project that
we are working on right now. In June, we
were also asked to organise o memoriol
campaign for 2475 (1922). At the end
of this year, we will do the campaign for
the 6th of October again because it was
o very successful project last year

Alot of activists in Thailland, of
people who are interested in the political
history of Thailand, have heard or read
obout the 6 October massacre, a mass
kiling of students who protested around
45 years ago. It was o massacre, and
a lot of survivors avre still alive today
They have so many interesting stories,
and it wass one of the things that I'm
very interested in. So after the first Mob
Fest event, I taked to Y. Luckily, she
used to work with the committee of the
6 October movement, so she introduced
Mob Fest. We showed them our previous
work and got their permission to do o
memorial campaign. It started like that
and grew very quickly. We involved 60-70
people working in different sub-projects
under the 6 October theme. At the end
of the campaign, we produced almost
10-20, we call it, “products” in order to
help people or society remember what 6
October was

I think it wass the most expensive
memorial campaign for them. The 6
October committee consists of survivors
who are now very old. Every year
they do o small memorial service
at Thammasat University, where
the massacre happened. When we
approached them, showing them this
spectacular campaign and asking them
to help fund the project, they were in
shock. They said, “Why do you need so

much money?" But after we finished the
campaign, they were very impressed. It
was very successful in spreading this pain
of society to the newer generation

Even though the event happened
on the 6th of October, and it’s known in
Thailond as the October 6th massacre,
we call our campaign 5 October, for
one day before the massacre. Because
three years prior to the mass kiling, there
were o lot of student protests going on,
asking for the same things as today's
protests. Before they were killed, they
were cxsking for equality, fairness, and
real democracy. This campaign happened
after the decline of the protests, so we
were thinking that beside remembering
the event, how could we also use it to
bring hope to the movement again? We
agreed that we can remind them about
the past movement, going back just one
day before the mass kiling. To exploring
the hope and stories of the students
when they were still alive

This “Box of Dawn” contains all those
hopeful stories. When you open the box,
it's a small time machine that tokes you
back 45 years ago to see how students
protested back then. Surprisingly, there
are a lot of similarities. It reminds us that
45 years ago we didn't win. And this
year we are still fighting. T think in the
future, we wil keep fighting. That's the
bottom line of this product
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MOB FEST Y: The Box of Dawn was designed

to play with the senses When I gawve

it to those from that time, it reoxl\y
touched them. It really took them back
to that day when they were stil hopeful,
reminding them of their friends. Some of
then even cried or couldn’t bear to go
near the box. This is & very humane pain,
one of the impacts from the protests It's

1o



a violence that the state has inflicted
upon us
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MOB FEST T It provoked all kinds of feelings
for them. They were also saying that
these were tears of joy, knowing that

the young generations understand what
they did and carry on the legacy
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MOB FEST Y: The state made people feel like
what they did amounted to nothing. For
a while after the 6 October massacre,
many escaped. What happens now is
that these people finally feel accepted
They have been able to resolve the guilt
they've carried because their friends
were killed. There were many things that
couldn’t be said because the state didn't
allow us
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MOB FEST T: That's just one product of
the campaign. Other things include o
short documentury, recorded interviews,
protest songs from that time that we
commissioned mainstream singers to
cover, o newspaper that celebrates

the students, short stories from young
writers, and o memoriol website
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V: Tam honestly very impressed and in
some ways you have answered the
questions without the questions being
asked
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Po: I'm very impressed that in o way you
seem to hawve tapped into mainstream
sentiment, to bring marginalised issues
to the mainstream. It's very powerful,
so [ appreciate your effort. It's kind of
crazy what you're doing actually. I
was wondering, then, so now you have
these two sides. One is this commercial
company that you are working under,
and then you have this underground
project. Does it divide your time? Do you
have to do commercial projects in order
to pay the underground projects?
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MOB FEST P: For the funding of the
underground projects, we set up o
fundraising team. We also have some
adyvisors in the movement, so she or he
gives us advice about where can find



money. We also received funding from the
October 6th committee

For commercial projects, we sell
stuff. We sell books and newspapers so
we can moke back some of the money
This goes into our ecosystem so we can
pay workers and partners who work
with us. Although our fees are not at o
commercial rate, but it's some support
We work for what we can see, and aim
for it together
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MOB FEST T: We call it an “activist rate” It's
okay. There’s mutual consent because it's

all about protesting, not moking money
All of us also have regular jobs, so that's
how we work
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Y: When we did Mob Fest, we thought it
was a one-time thing. It turned out there
were so many donations that we had to
keep working given the remaining money-
We couldn't just divide the money and
part ways. So, we channeled the money
to backstage work Some went to support
other projects, like the 6 October one
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P We got that kind of back-up money; it's
pocket money. But for each project we
initiated anew, we've tried to design them
so that they can sustain themselves
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In conversation with Nang Lerng's Nawarat Welployngam

“rioulaunlunsounsiuensiay”
uasa 1nawaaevy KSathuudwaiiv
AYUNSVNDCDLLBULVIAY BUBUR
Isanvinana:iauiaundigaaaaauau
N30 wanisyAgAULhUUdRvAL
WeNEUUavISanD:UnUavlsokuous:H
yusululkgnnunvnaeidudnkion
200s0NawIav ANUALRUIVISARA
2rMAUBUBU I13:AITVINSOUDY
Isaflumsasvindatnegdgikdonulu
UBUILEIOMSIWSS:U1UOIAT0-19
unauntndimglRIRuuAIsarll
[aiBumsidovtioslUnnmssuuu ia:
AsouASINLhuUdWaRD “veny” IAlku
la:snnANUIKdednUuagls

“It's like growing up in a very

extended family.” This is how Nawarat
Welployngam, commonly known by her
nickname Nammon, describes her fond
memories of the Nang Lerng community
in Bangkok, where she was born and
raised. The following edited conversation
explores how Nammon's persistence

in conserving the community’s cinema,
organising of a communal garden,

and creating a network for COVID-19
mutual aid are also evidently political
mobilisations—thus also expanding what
an extended, caring, and connected
family can be.
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VICTORIA: Could you first infroduce

yourself? What are you domg? What
have you been frying to do?
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NAMMON: Okay. The questions are

so deep! | haven't really seen the
juxtaposition between protests and
my kind of work--as in development
work. | think community work is
mobilisation.

| was born thirty-some years
ago. For as long as | remember, my
mom has always been a community
leader. My dad is a government
official at the Ministry of Science,
so he's a scientist. | realised later
on that this process of thinking has
also been important to me and my
work. | was born in Bangkok, in
this old community area called Nang
Lerng. My childhood environment was
out of a Thai textbook. There are
traditions, monthly traditions. Everyone
knows one another. There are
funerals, ordinations. At the end of
every year, we have ceremonies fo
expel bad fortune. Durm9 a memorial
ritual, there must be ginger tea, and
then there are sand pagodas and
fireworks. These are the media that
are part of my work. It was only
when | became older and saw how
others lived that | realised | grew
up in an extended family. Our social
fabric is tight.

When | was very young, there
weren't many community activities,
but it was during my primary school
years that my mom starfed this
work. My own house would become
a public space people frequented.
People would ask for help. What was
clear was that we worked without
thinking it was work. If's community-



style. | dont know how | would call
it.helping each other has just become
part of our lives. It was just that
my mom was a leader who likes
working this way, and as time went
by, the work has only gotten more
intense. There would always be kids
downstairs sharing meals with us. So
she had to cook for them. | didn't
understand why mom had to do it,
but that's what happened. If's normal.

That was our lifestyle, which in
parallel could be seen as social work
since so many people interacted here
in the community. | started fo work
seriously when | entered college. We
would have activities like dressing
kids up with Thai traditional clothes.
Slum kids loved it. Some would paint
themselves black to act as Ngo Pa
[laughmg] When | stepped back,
these now grown up kids would give
us feedback that these were their
childhood memories. The groups
interested in our activities were the
slum kids of the city, the ones that
now have fo work very hard once
they're grown up. Society doesn't
offer basic fundamentals, like spaces
to play or anything to build childhood
memories. So, these kinds of simple
activities helped with building those
memories. And when those %ids grew
up, they refurned to help us carry
out more activifies.

Let me first talk about the
overall approach? Whenever |
did any project, | would prioritise
the process over the output or
any quantifiable index. Lef's brin
together some variables and face
problems along the way. Let the
project develop itself, and the
activities improvise themselves.
Looking back, the word “community
work® ‘still doesnt work in this way.
The Children and Youth Council
of Thailand, or organisations like
these, have clear 90a|s like fighting
drugs. But | don't have that kind
of clear mission. | start my work
with the problem at hand. Also, the
reason | choose to incorporate art

is first, because of my personal
interest, and second, because my
mother is a good speaker and | am
not. So, | use art as my tool for

communication. | prefer not to talk.
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¢ I'm actually quite familiar with your

work, but | never asked if you con-
sider what you do as a political act?
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: How s0? And what do you think

about it?
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: Whatever | do is related to people.

The goal is well-being. Simply put,
our lives and our wel% being are sfill
inadequate in comparison to what we
deserve. Which aspect of politics is
this? Many. For example, when | did
the project E-learng, it was because
this public space, this landmark of
an old cinema that many nationalists
were so proud of, was abouf fo

be demolished and transformed into

a parking lot. Do you see? This
demolition was benefiting someone. My
mother has been fighting this issue
for so long—with public condemnation
and rude cursing to making daily
calls. But it was always up and down.
Whenever the community became
weaker, the issue was always raised
again. They would bring in corporate
people with fancy words. How do we
f|9h‘f them? Cursing was fun, but we
wanted to fight in other ways, too.
So, E—learng was born. We made
movies the whole year long. Reviving

memory through movies. In the end,
there was a screening of all seven
films.

It depends on how you look at
it. This project was also about local
wisdom and collective memory. When
you see an object, you have shared
memories. This is so freaking impor-
tant to me, to people who work in
communities. Everything has a spirit.
Without these overlapping memories,
we are deprived of a core axis.

We are now building a communal
garden for food security. COVID
made it even more apparent fo
us that we can't be self-sufficient.
Urban sociefies have no space. Even
when we caught COVID, we didn't
even know where fo go to. No public
space. This aspect of politics led us
to the communityxcovid project where
we crowdsourced resources. | hope in
the long run we don't have to help
each other in that way. This is why
the garden is imporfanf—so we can
rely on ourselves. Because we can't
rely on anyone else. The city was
designed to inhibit us. The urban

plan is cruel.

SaeaLse: Adawenan NG gle
V: So the key is self-sufficiency?
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N: Yes. Searching for public space to
grow products or host activities, a
starting point fo being on our own
feet. This is all politics, depending on
where you are looking from.
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. I've mentioned before how many view

politics as a demand for democracy
or the struggle to topple dictator-
ship. Politics with a capital P. But
what you have been daing is also so
incredibly political, in my opinion. Not
as spectacular, but long-running with

much dedication. Not any less political.

el sagiuiagine LHen

N:

RaLinedinue 5w ballaureua s
Yes. We are fighting with an elusive
enemy. Even when Prayut is out [of
office], it won't fix terrible urban
planning,

FeenLSe: LAsIg519vetAsInS19sin
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V: The whole structure.
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. Especially when we live on crown

property [that belongs to the
monarchyl. Double the difficulty. Can't
speak about it. Can't do anything.
This is where art comes in. Art
perhaps is the only thing, the only
tool that can be used fo confront
this issue. It's like a boss villain of
this country. | have been facing with
this boss since forever.
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V: Could you expand more about how

you use art in your work? Through
which kinds of projects and acfivities?
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st goes back to how | never set a

fixed goal for any project. lt's about
how | deal with a particular problem
that we were facing. But there is al-
ways this “fun“ element. If something
isn't fun, | might take a break from
it. For me, playfulness is the answer
to why | confinue to do what | do.
Since the starting point is always a
“problem® itself, then the question
becomes which tools are within our
common sense. | am not sure if
“common sense® is the subset to art,
or vice versa. | am not saying that
we should all paint. Art for me is a
thought process, or a team of people
that understand aesthetics. I'm not
saying that we should be doing fine
arts, but we have to improvise along
the way. This approach can be com-

pared to when we worked with the
district office about the environment,
or when we worked with children
four guides. Each has their own way
of working., but it is never fun to
always work by the rules.
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: I'm also interested in this element

of fun you talk about. I've falked

to another group of people who
mentioned how political work should
have this aspect—how activists should
have a sense of humour. And |
agree. How can you be fun in these
stressful conditions?
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o | just feel it, the fun. It depends on

what | want to experiment with. For
example, when | fought fo conserve
the old cinema in our community,
| had already used all the options
up. We tried going fo the media,



fighﬂng for justice, writing critical
pieces, proposing for the theatre to
become a cultural heritage building.
All of these, but they still wanted to
demolish it. What else, then? What
else was also fun? Cursing was at
first fun, but it got firing. What else
also related to the cinema? Why
don't we make movies then? Just
the concept was already fun. | didn't
infend that it must be fun. It was
perhaps a defense mechanism. | didn't
sit down and concentrate on makin
the project fun; | was just thinking
of many options. This way seems
inferesting—-like experimental art.
Yes, in my work, first there must
be improvisation. In artistic ferms, it's
probably called experimental art. |
just do it. Try things. The downside
is that it is hard fo make money
this way.

famaLse: mwlRiuinmenennle
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V: Grant providers expect success. Fail-

ure isnt an option.
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© Yes. But the key to working with
the community is not to judge
success or failure. There's no such
thing, whether it is just us insiders
workmg Togeﬂ'\er, or us working with
outsiders. I'm oversimplifying, so there
are words like insiders and outsiders.
| think you understand.
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: Yes. lt's difficult to talk about

success and failure, also about their
indicators. Let's say you did a project
and the participating kids had a
good fime, like you said. Dressin

up in traditional Thai clothes was a
good moment for them. Could this
be considered success? Of course,

I could think so. But perhaps,

for institutions, they would expect
something more Tanglble, like for
the kids to score 99 on their
exams. In that case, kids getting the
opportunity to just have fun might
not be a success for them. So it

is difficult to win grants or make
money because what you gain from
these projects is offen |man9|l>|e
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: The lack of funding means we

can't proceed as fast as we can. But
again, it's difficult fo measure. It's
about shared memories. I've studied
cases from other developed countries,
and they consider these factors. We
still don't.
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Vi If it's difficult to measure, is it hard

for you fo keep working? What
fuels you aside from the fun? The
atmosphere is quite bleak. Prayut
is still around. If's expensive to live.
Our minimum wage stays low. Who
knows when we'll get sick? Welfare,
nonexistent. Education, inaccessible.
You mentioned how your work is
about well-being. But do you feel
tired sometimes? What has kept you

9om9?
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: Why do | do it? | don't understand

either [laughingl. We can't meas-
ure results if we look at it from

an institutional perspective. But from
the perspectives of the people who
live together and have been helping
each other, that's not an issue. You
can see the effects. The cinema

still stands. The garden is happening.
People are realising the impor-
tance of the garden, reallsmg that
starvation is real. What we are doing
is like a timeline with milestones,
footnotes of time. Each project follows
the situation. For a person who also
lives within the community like me,
livelihood is more apparent than the
protests. We work with the problems
before us.

Going back again to how |
haven't established any formal
organisation. It's about handling
problems that arise. In the past
two years, starvation has become
a reality. The idea to share a
communal garden has been around
for a while, but everyone thought
food security was a distant issue. No
one saw why we needed it. Dark
times like these opened our eyes to
this true enemy.

But | want to work more on a
longer term. That's why | started
this new project called Community
Lab to archive what we have done
these years.
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: Every fime | see you in Nang
Lerng, | have always been impressed
that everyone knows one another
and helps each other. There isn't
this grand political ideology in mind,
but it's simply neighbours helping
each other. Everyone knows you and
your mother Mae Dang. How do you
mainfain these kinds of relationships?
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| think it's in the nature of what
we do. We do things with our
instincts, no pretense.  Sometimes

I do feel bummed that | can't get
funding from grants. Like when the
Thai Health Promotion Foundation
demanded KPl, we just ditched it.
We thought, “We don't need you*
But it's difficult. That's partly why
we still keep the same kinds of
relationships with one another. It's also
about giving importance fo a process
that is gradual. These projects
directly effect people's lives, so we
must adapt to each specific group
of people. Vendors in the market
have their own characters and needs.
Working with The Children and
Youth Council of Thailand requires
other certain standards. Some people
really want fo do work about trash,
but judge those who arent as
interested as careless. How can you
expect the dying to care about
rubbish, fo separate recyclable trash?
And when these people dont achieve
what they expect, they blame Thai
people as careless and negligent. But
there are several factors implicated in
this cycle. If | don't have a garden,
how would | be able to turn organic
waste into ferfiliser which in turn
helps produce crops? There are

all these other factors, and some
projects are not sustainable because
theres still judgment. There's

still the lack of a very nuanced
understanding of different characters.
I've come to understood this because
I grew up with everyone. Slum kids
are rude. That's not something tfo
be fixed We don't need to improve
their language. They can be who
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they want to be. But we can present
opfions.
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t s like you are a polyglot, knowing

so many languages.
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: For example, | have been working to
conserve Lakhon Chatri dance-dramas.
They have a culture of masters [to
pass on the tradition], and when |
su?ges’red for them to provide classes
online, they refused. The masters
wanted in-person classes only. These
are the details of these subcultures.
It's beautiful to give importance to
these subcultures, and to non-
narrafive stories like E-learng. Even
the big fire that happened in our
community years ago, nobody told
the same story.

This circles back to how we've
maintained such relationships in the
community. It's because the project
adjusts according to the group's
character. There's no rigid organisation
with set conflicts of inferest, so it
feels like this is just friends helping
friends. The E-learng group was
formed very loosely. We have been
fighting to keep the cinema for
years, but we didnt have a name. So
we just went along with it. The core
isn't about the mission or the product.

| want to add someﬂﬂmg about
failure. | think experimentation is
important. And you shouldn't be
afraid. | once did a project about

lice. Lice leads to the realisation that

there's not enough public bathrooms,
to Chulayarnnon Siriphol's films
about lice and his screening about
it. The project didnt stop at how

to exterminate lice. We didn't jud%e
at

the project with the expectation t

by the end, the community must be

lice-free. It's not black and white.
We are humans, not gods.
Another thing that | believe has

nurtured me is that it's not just me.

My mom has laid a strong founda-
tion, and our community has strong
bonds. Our conversations and shared
memories form a safe space that

allows me to experiment with weird

things. We made public art a decade

ago when it wasnt quite a Thmg.
Everyone agreed and allowed us fo
do it because we are Togeﬂnen
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N: Probably. Trust. And also shared
memories. | he last thing | thought
helped maintain sfrong bonds was to

know that Nan9 Lerng is not alone.
We have friends and other neigh-

bouring communities that also support

us when we are tired or encounter
issues.
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Vi Do you have anything else to add?
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N: Just one moare Thing. When |'m
tired, | like watching cartoons.

o

ianaLsy: au5aslsae
V: What do you watch?

Hsusl: Aeeaunitdnlndiv
N: ngh‘[ now, “Affack on Titan®.

ARaLse: J%NIN
Vi s 3 great show.

anel: Aaviluingidan
N: They are wild.

iARaLse: AanRalnuLa,
V: Where are you now?
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: Don't fell me. I'm just on the second

season. [his is important and probably
relates to your question. Sometimes
| wonder if | am in Wall Maria [the
ouTermos‘[ wall of the human kingdom
n “Attack on Titan“]?? Art or just
aesﬂ'\ehcs‘ [t doesnt have to be fine
arfs. Manga is really a wonderful
medium in these dark tfimes.
Another series | am following
is “Shaman King* It focuses on
diverse beliefs in each place. Reminds
me of Lakhon Chatri dance-dramas
with different origins. That's my
deep feeling. When I'm fired, |
wafch carfoons. That might be the
contribution to how | work.
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SAND PEOPLE
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RENQVATION

Hello comrades,

I’'m writing to you from a new (collective) space
with dry and chafed hands, my long red hair covered
in dust. We are renovating. Not in the 2019-sense,
like the attached photo of *bucks, when comrades
“renovated” many facades and/or the insides of shops
and banks that are pro-government and supportive of
the Chinese Communist Party—the subway transport
system too, which is unsurprisingly also a property
developer.

Times have really changed miserably in the past two
years... But we continue, building new spaces for our
bodies to rest, exist and affect each other. Today at
lunchtime a restaurant owner, who has been friendly
eavesdropping in on our conversations these past three
weeks, asked us if two of us could volunteer and
distribute free lunch boxes to the neighbourhood.

A few days ago a community organiser asked me, “What
projects will you all be doing in the new space?” I
answered, “Finding ways of practicing mutual aid.”
Similar to today’s conversation with the restaurant
owner, how can we affect each other under the current
situation?

Our new space came about towards the end of a former
space whose lease sadly couldn’t be extended. In

the last remaining weeks of that space, a comrade
suggested collectively renting a new space together
with 30 people who are “leftist, anarchist and
involved with __ struggles.” In mid-December
2021 we had an assembly of sorts in the old space,
where we ate local organic vegetables grown in the New
Territories (the northern colonial-named part of Hong
Kong) and organic rice from a farmer in Japan who came
to Hong Kong for a week in 2019.

There were 15 of us that night, with three friends

supporting in their own ways. After each person
introduced themselves and shared their expectations
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of the new space—aided with a projector and a
spreadsheet (with formulas!!)—we proceeded with
something that could be described as a “non-auction”
where we had a target of HK$16,000 between the 15 of
us, with each person paying six months plus two months
deposit in advance.

A long story short, we managed to achieve the target
with 15 people and one robot, with some people paying
HK$501 per month and others HK$2,333 per month.
Everyone is in agreement that there is no hierarchy
with the varying rent commitments.

Over the past few weeks, guided by one professional
renovator/builder who I first met before/during the
Umbrella Movement in 2014, we marked our names in a
group chat and showed up for renovation.

Whilst plastering a wall under a window a couple

of days ago, a member of the space asked me what
anarchism meant to me. It took me a while to answer
in my second language, also because I believe that
anarchism is something to be practiced collectively
with others—a daily practice that is anti-
authoritarian, that exists through non-cooperation
and actively being anti-oppression in multiple ways—
organising horizontally and with respect and care to
all beings.

We plan to finish the renovation in the coming weeks
(...) and look forward to seeing you here one day.
4% Love and rage,

Sanding tomorrow
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All equipment prepared. Cutting combs neatly arranged. Cape and clippers ready
to use. Each laid down within easy reach to ensure no rummaging once shaving
begins. Attached with a #3 guard and powered on, the clipper slithers across the
head, leaving the top uniformly smooth in length. It must be kept short, but not so
short that it fades. There is utmost beauty in the uniformity of length. Each strand of
hair perks up with diligence, pleading allegiance to its Nation, Religion, and Monarch.
Together, each forms an army of brave soldiers standing at attention to salute Lord
Head-Hovering. As one. As equal in length across each crown. As enforced upon all
heads. According to a standard. In unison. In unity.

As for the sides and the back, the guard ought to be removed so that the clippers
can glide closely across the head for a close crop—bare and exposed, neat and clean.
Order of the Thai Royal Police. Such regulations cannot be challenged. Normally, it
is the parents who perform tonsure for their child entering into the kasaya banner of
monkhood. But with the talipot fan upended as it is now, it is the child who performs
tonsure under the banner of courtier. Hair is a body part. Its existence is at the mercy
of the master. Protruding hair is akin to an outstretched hand that dares to venture
into the realm of the civilian. Police officers are not civilians, and so it follows that the
same rules are not applicable to them. The power to determine whether or not hair is
kept short—the decision which would sever one's connection with what lies beyond
one's rank—emanates from within the walls of the Grand Palace.

Strand by strand, each severed hair from Dad's head that shoots out from the
clippers is a metaphor for excess. It marks his rupture from the realm of common
people. Transfigured into a Deva, his morphed sensibility ventures into the
thoughtless, shameless, and heartless world of royal servitude. Not much hair was left
on Dad's head. It had all dropped onto the cape, scattering over in clumps of varying
sizes. Strands of grey hair are found in clumps of black hair. The warm touch lingers
there on his head. Blood from acne accidentally cut open by the clippers drips down
the creases of Dad's freshly shaven scalp, revealing his disintegration, his vulnerability.

! Command Centre, Royal Thai Police Forward Post. "Rules of conduct for police officers
when in uniform B.E. 2561"
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Grey hair is starting to appear on the sides of his head. Dad is not so young
anymore. He's ageing. He's fading. The conversation we have during the haircut
leads to nowhere. We make small talk over the meal we just had. Or he points out
the repercussions of not following regulations. Hair regulations have been around for
a long time. They're not new. We're following rules that have long been implemented,
But despite our attempts to tap into each layer of his memories, exactly how long
we cannot recall. Ever since | can remember, and throughout my own transition
from childhood to adulthood, Dad has never worn his hair otherwise. The crew cut
holds his secrets perfectly. It acts as a special shield that prevents him from talking
about work at home. No one is granted entry into that forbidden space. Nor can it be
transgressed.

Each strand of tonsured hair falls from the head, but not to the ground to be
buried in sand. Before it reaches the earth, falling hair, full of merit and worthy of
worship, is caught by the awaiting hands of the population, reaching out from all
corners of the land. The hair on the head of a royal servant has been imbued with
holiness since time immemorial—more precious than pebbles, more righteous
than the sand in rice fields. The crew cut on Dad's head crops out who he could
have been. His adolescent years were sacrificed to a land elsewhere. Foolhardy
attempts at growing out a mohawk or dyeing his hair the trendy red and white were
but daydreaming. For the longest time, his hair has remained unchanged. Always
the same each day, at all times. Never shorter, never longer. Always in line with the
regulations. He wears his hair like an armour, shrouded in mystery.

Interrupted by the forceful waves that the crew cut emanates, the conversation
we were having comes to a halt. Fear reverberates through the room, preventing the
classified document Dad had left on his desk a few days ago from being brought up.
Marked top secret, it is addressed to the Thawi Watthana Palace Guard Regiment.
Rumour has it that there is a secret prison within palace grounds.? As the search for
secrets kept hidden within the palace walls intensified, Dad had become one of the

2 Ministry of Justice (3 April 2012). “Order of the Ministry of Justice No146/2555 Re:
Phuttamonthon Temporary Prison's Demarcation Issued on 27 March B.E. 2555" (PDF). Royal
Thai Government Gazette. 129 (WA 62 3): 94.
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personnel tasked with patrolling and providing protection for this sacred space. He
was given a list containing names and portraits of those branded as terrorists. Their
faces are no stranger to him. Their eyes, facial features, and face shapes; he has seen
each of them before. They belong to those with whom he is acquainted—as brothers,
as close friends. Many of them have greeted him with respect on several occasions.

Alas, the weekly ritual is coming to an end. The shaving of his head is complete,
marked by perfection and purity. He looks just like he did last week. He has
transformed into the gilded, kranok-patterned feet of the Protector. Dad is a police
officer who dedicates his life to a world that is falling apart. He holds on to his
rank with pride. He is the same Dad who dissuades his child from joining political
movements, anticipating dangers that might fall upon them with deep sorrow. The
lung-devouring plague has pushed barber shops across the nation out of business.
But Dad is adamant—the police are the keepers of peace and thus must maintain
their ethical standards with grace. Dressing appropriately and strictly observing hair
regulations is how he maintains the ethic.

No mistake is allowed. No rule bending permissible. Law and order has to be
maintained. Rules are rules.

New forces are surfacing. They have arrived. Kwan is being reworked. It will
happen tomorrow, or the day after tomorrow. Or on days yet to come. From the smoky
ruins of the future, the conversation flows upwards, beyond what is between Dad
and his child. A silent corpse. A gunshot fired with no known surviving relatives. The
face of the terrorist bears the visage of Dad's own child, the same child who once
performed tonsure for him. Hair falls downwards into the pit of despair. The world of
royal servitude, his whole world, twists and collapses in on itself. As long as he is still
in service, tomorrow will surely arrive.

The one who gives out the order to kill, to massacre. The one who is in charge of
slaughtering terrorists.

That role, the old man with a crew cut, is assumed by Dad.
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For a future self,

Hey. A friend who knows how to read fortunes said you'll betray

the revolution when you're 80. | hope that day doesn‘t come. The
distance between that future and this moment is about fifty years.
What will 2014, 2019, 2021, and these days now look like from then?
| hope you still remember and are still learning.

2014 was a turning point year in your life. You saw people on the
streets taking care of each other or debating with one another, and
you started to imagine what revolutions would look like, to imagine
those new relations and ties between people. Afterwards, you tried
to go back to the revolution of everyday life, but discovered you
could no longer go back to some kind of ‘normal’ everyday. Your
family once thought you were abnormal, thought that you had been
brainwashed, and for a long time you had no option but to leave
home, to avoid the reality of being unable to communicate. You also
had some misunderstandings with friends, and they had criticised
that some of your actions were not radical enough, that maybe you
were already only siding with the system. You were crushed by this
kind of doubt, and in the middle of the night you paced back and
forth by the sea, questioning whether or not ending your own life
would be the only way to prove anything. Luckily, being shattered
then taught you that when listening to others, you also have to take
care and to listen to your own heart. You have further to walk.

In 2019, you were already not one of the youngest of those out there
on the streets, but you were so deeply touched by others and got to
know some people in your everyday life that you had never known
before, to feel a resonance with the fact that each of us is looking for
possibilities. Although your identity as a mainlander without a local
Cantonese accent still results in your getting some strange reactions
from others, and although you still get hurt sometimes, all of this
gives you a special perspective to understand ‘agonistic relations’, to
be able to walk together with different people.

From 2020 to 2021, you learned to walk alongside friends in
depression and to look at yourself anew. You watched how the



violence of everyday life ripped us to shreds bit by bit. They said
something that you set yourself to remember for the rest of your life:
‘Please don‘t lock up other people in the name of care.’ You should
also remember that there is ‘time difference’ between people. You
learned how to walk alongside those who were forced from their
homes. On the morning of the 28th of April, 2021, when that villager
from Wang Chau was being evicted, she had been cooking breakfast
for you when the land department officers and police came knocking
on her family’s door. You could only stand in front of the bulldozer
with your camera, helplessness and exhaustion eating you up. They
are a family with two kids, age 3 and 6. You remember the father
angrily kicking the door of transit centre, yelling about how bad the
government treated them, while the grandma didn't say a word. She
just found a cloth and started to clean, making the bed for her crying
grandchildren. You almost lost it then. You saw that there was always
someone who would not be defeated. Later, you started to learn
how to play chess, to learn how to face up to defeat and continue
practicing from within it. You often said, 'l lost again today’, and the
kaifong replied, ‘It doesn't matter, the road is up ahead. Perhaps
you'll still keep losing down the road, but you know there are many
roads on which you can continue walking. Life is difficult, but you've
already decided that you want to keep on living, because whenever
you get near the point of collapse, you know these details and words
will sustain you.

There is a senior in his 70s who often says, ‘Don't trust anyone over
thirty, because they're already not revolutionary enough. But at least
you have the opportunity to be born again.’ Being born again doesn’t
necessarily need to be designated by a 30-year age mark, and in

fact it should be something that happens each day—to ask oneself
every morning, what is it that needs to go on? The things that need to
continue are in the details of daily life. Those moments when it seems
like the world can be changed—can it be that they don't only take
place on the streets, but are in the interstices and parallels between
people?
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TOKY0

ROAEE
EAST ASIAN MANUKE
DUL:UHYIRIGA:IUDDA

% noun AUN.
[H]) 5727k hnn
[ j'é ] East Asian Idiot, East Asian Manuke
[ %] SRenuiveFoay ueen, unpnzuaeFoaz iusen
[ BE5 Y dong ya da ben dan
[ Bl4)— Example 930619 T fabi SR | fabi SOk sE |

| Danger; East Asia Unite! Danger; East Asian Idiot! ez Jusensau ladu
AGUATIY, DUATIE DIRENUIIBITER TUDON!

[ ) — Example 20619 T 44ELH » B E HAR « il 5L i S 2 55
PRVFAERIR — 3L » AEBURUR R B party #5545 + WV I MERE D B RZML o | In
January of this year, poor idiots from Japan, Okinawa and Taiwan gathered together
to shout the roar of the powerless, a party of East Asian manuke. (oo uunsIAN
nru ngudAengiteag vngiifu Tenu11 uag Idniu wnsaudaiu Tnieudes
wiiag] Benane luvwmssauyinzuiaemeas Suean
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The English translation of ‘ZR#&%" (bén dan) is ‘idiot’—its Greek origin, ‘idiotes’,
meaning ‘a person who is not subordinate to any social or political organisation

in society’, and this idea was later extended to describe ‘a person who is unable to
assume responsibility in public life’, subsequently coming to mean ‘rude, ignorant or
uneducated’. The modern meaning of ‘idiot’ or ‘dumb ass’ usually refers to ‘a stupid
person’ and is often used in a derogatory sense.

The term ‘BRI KA literally translated as ‘East Asian idiot’, was firstly introduced
in 2013 by Hajime Matsumoto (f274%#), a core member of the Tokyo group Amateur
Riot (8 \:Z#L). The concept originates from the Japanese word manuke (18145

i), which originally means ‘inability to master the rhythm of music in a kabuki
performance’ and by extension, ‘rude and stupid’.

In contrast to the traditional imagination of political subjectivities as ‘worker’,
‘people’ and ‘citizen’, Matsumoto has proposed the ‘amateur’ from Amateur Riot

to append ideas of manuke, referring as such to non-professional activists and
emphasising the possibility of the crowd as the main body of activism over organising
leaders. In reference to the ‘precarious class’ of Japanese society, including a large
number of casual workers and ‘freeters’ which emerged after the bursting of the
economic bubble of the 1990s, he has also proposed manuke as ‘the poor’ of his

Poor People’s Battles, a series of actions proposed for the poor to sustain a living
‘without spending a dime’, such as stealing electricity to cook curry rice on university
campuses.

While manuke remains distinct from the amateur or the poor, its subjectivity suggests
a shared characteristic across East Asia among cultural activists outside of the
mainstream. This term emphasises stupidity, which does not mean anti-intellectualism
but a mentality that tries to go beyond strategic calculation, or taking action with an
expectation of results. It responds to structures of modern governance that emphasise
rationality and strategy as the determinant of action, so we can say that the manuke
has a certain degree of ‘anti-modern’ characteristics.

It must be reminded, however, that the mainstream of social movements is in fact

a Realpolitik which emphasises effectiveness, and such stupidity has always held

a rather marginal pre-sence in East Asian societies! Here, manuke represents a
rebellion within this political structure, and although it is confrontational, when such
practices are not supported by solid social conditions, it can easily be interpreted

by conservative groups as unrealistic, useless, and overly idealistic (just like the
understanding of the Hong Kong pejorative for the left, the ‘/£J& leftards’). At the
same time, the marginalised conditions of manuke makes it easy to be absorbed by the
system, like when it is described as a mere hippie or petty consumerist attitude. The
manuke have, therefore, a lot more discursive work to do.

Whether we use manuke or ‘the poor’, they should not be understood as forms of
identity politics but rather as a prefigurative politics. As a political project, manuke
suggests modes of resistance and revolt that try to open up the dialogue of transregional
activism. It offers further understandings of how resistance itself is formed, and thus
where various local practices may have the possibility of interfacing with one another.
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KOREA'S LITTLE BLACK BOOK CLUB, WHO ARE WE?

aunAangvlviulanimiadoufkl
Intersectional Anarchism in the Shells of the Old

In the spirit of the feminist slogan,
“the personal is political,” I want to
write about what the three of us—
Gwangdae, Kulsse, and myself—who
make up the Little Black Book Club,
based in the capital region of South
Korea, have been doing for the past few
years, to introduce to you who we are
as people living within, shaped by, and
throwing questions and critiques out
from amid the sociopolitical context of

contemporary Korea.
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Since learning about the making of

the third edition of the Black Book
Assembly newsletter, I have been
thinking about the theme proposed

by the editors, Namkheun Collective
in Thailand, “What are we doing now
that we are no longer able to protest?”
In Korea, it’s been almost exactly

five years since former President Park
Geun-hye was impeached, following
five months of weekly Candlelight
Demonstrations in which millions of
people around the country participated.
Park was tried and found guilty of
sixteen charges of corruption, bribery,
and the abuse of power, and sentenced
to twenty-two years in prison. In the
meantime, South Korea has been
governed by the administration of
President Moon Jae-in, from the liberal
Democratic Party of Korea, who came
in as the political and moral antidote to
Park. Moon had pledged to “eradicate
the deep-rooted evils” of South

Korean society and it was expected
that he would expand and deepen

the democratization of the country
into daily life—the desire for which
seemed to have been reborn after the
1980s democracy movement, amid the
vibrant protest gatherings and concerts
in Gwanghwamun Square and other
hearts of the country every weekend.

Iremember asking Gwangdae after
Moon was elected president in early
2017—during that period of big hope
and uncertainty, when the whole world
seemed to be watching South Korean
politics as a new model of peaceful
democratic revolution—what he
thought the future held. We were, as
usual, sitting at the small table and
chairs in the kitchen of his ground-floor
flat on the edge of gentrifying, working-

class Mangwon—surrounded by racks
stacked up to the ceiling full of jars and
tubs of all sorts of fermented foods,
cooking tools and appliances, boxes of
flour, pasta, and granola, spices from
different parts of the world, and an
aging but coveted American-style stove
with a baking oven from the 1980s—
enjoying some soy hot chocolate with
vegan cookies that he had baked.

Gwangdae, being strictly vegan for

the last decade, devotes his days to
cooking and baking at home, while
being a leading participant of groups
with fellow former residents of the now
defunct Binzip shared rental housing
community and cooperative bank—a
radical woodcut printmaking group,

an anti-Olympics movement group,
and a beginner Eastern European-style
brass band. By night he is a designated
driver for Seoul’s salarymen, a worker in
Korea’s platform economy, chauffeuring
them home in their cars after their
nighttime drinking sessions. At that
time in early 2017, the streets were
still freshly strewn with signs bearing
hopeful protest slogans like, “A March
without Park Geun-hye—that’s
what spring is!” So, I was surprised
when Gwangdae, whose nickname
means “Clown” in Korean, answered
with the strong tinge of cynicism

that one develops after many years

of hopes dashed, “I don’t expect that
the Moon Jae-in administration will be
very different than what we’ve had up
until now. If anything, it might be even
harder to protest what the Democratic
Party of Korea tries to do, even though
it will probably be the same kind of
developmentalism as before.”

I remember feeling a confused sense



of disbelief at that moment, while

at the back of my mind, there was a
growing suspicion that what Gwangdae
said might turn out to be true. My

own agricultural neighborhood on

the outskirts of the capital had
miraculously survived most of

Korea’s rushed industrialization and
urbanization push from the 1960s
through the 2000s, having been labeled
a “Restricted Development Zone,” as
part of the narrow green belt encircling
Seoul in Gyeonggi Province. Seoul’s
Green Belt was designated under
military dictator Park Chung-hee in the
City Planning Law of 1971, to provide a
strip of undeveloped land as a national
security buffer around the city, as well
as to ensure an agricultural food supply
for Seoul’s industrial labor force.

Yet, a few months after Moon Jae-

in became president in 2017, one of

the first policies he announced was

the development of a 3rd Tier of New
Towns or satellite cities, following

two previous tiers of New Towns that
had been built in layers progressively
radiating out from the center of Seoul
beginning in 1989. According to Moon’s
plan, which I learned was actually an
iteration of a plan introduced under the
Park Geun-hye administration, 600,000
square meters of rice paddies, fields,
and villages in my rural neighborhood
of Daeyami were assigned to be crushed
under a development of 5,300 new
apartments, with a small number—gs52
apartments—to be reserved for new
young married couples. “Daeyami

New Town” was planned under the
government’s “housing welfare”
premise that building these new homes
in my seemingly “nowhere” rural area
on the outer periphery of Seoul would

enable a relatively tiny number of
Korea’s dwindling number of young
married couples to pursue some version
of the increasingly inaccessible South
Korean developmental dream: investing
in affordable apartment housing,

which would rise in value and be sold

at a profit, then moving to another,
lower-priced apartment in another
newly developed area farther away
from Seoul. Since the division of the
Korean peninsula into the communist
North and capitalist South, forms of
real estate speculation have been

a common way for ordinary South
Koreans to accumulate wealth in the
absence of a sufficient social security
system to sustain their livelihoods after
legal retirement at age 60.

It’s now late February 2022. Despite

the projected sacrifice of rural lands
surrounding Seoul, such as that of my
own neighborhood, for these New Towns,
the prices of real estate, particularly in
the capital region, have risen to record
levels, as has the total household debt.
Meanwhile, South Korea’s birthrate

and marriage rate have continually
dropped to historical lows, with 1in 3
people living alone and the population
rapidly declining. The country is in

the throes of the fifth wave of the
coronavirus pandemic, now with over
170,000 infection cases per day. And the
impeached and jailed former President
Park Geun-hye has been pardoned and
released by the Moon administration,
in what seems to have been a myopic
political move to divide the conservative
main opposition party—which has
seen a distressing resurgence in
popularity behind its neoliberal Trump-
like candidate—Dbefore the upcoming
presidential election on March g.
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Since 2017, we also witnessed the rise
of a powerful feminist movement on the
heels of the Candlelight Revolution,
which protested for about three years
against Korea’s abortion ban, the
illegal installation of secret cameras
(molka) in women’s bathrooms linked
to porn websites, widespread sexual
harassment and assault (the MeToo
movement), and the patriarchal social
order of the last fifty years as instituted
and maintained through family and
labor relations (see bestseller Kim
Jiyoung Born 1982). The activism of

the feminist movement laid bare how
entrenched Korea’s patriarchal social
order is, as a number of high-level
Democratic Party of Korea politicians
collapsed one after the other amid
allegations of sexual harassment

and assault. The movement was also
met with a backlash from young men
claiming “men’s rights,” arguing

for the abolition of the Ministry of
Gender Equality and Family as its

mere existence amounts to “reverse
discrimination.” In a twisted irony, after
three years of the feminist movement,
these reactionary “men’s rights”
demands have somehow reclaimed

the center stage in the pledges of this
election’s presidential candidates,
shifting public sentiment against the
feminist movement under the rhetoric
of “fairness.”

This moment is the one in which

we are in right now in South Korea;
having gone from ambiguous hope in
deepening the democratic politics of
the Candlelight Revolution, to the
short-sighted and solipsistic failures of
the liberal politicians who took power
amidst it, ever-worsening economic
inequality and still insufficient

social welfare support, and the
unwillingness of male-dominated
South Korean society to accept the
feminist movement’s strident calls
to end the patriarchal order. There’s a
pervasive feeling of disillusionment
across society, particularly among
young people and women—even
though women are the majority of
the population—going into this
presidential election.

I asked Kulsse to comment on the
political situation, given the fact that

I have only lived in Korea for eight
years and worried that my perspective
was lacking in terms of the long

duree. Kulsse is now in Australia after
completing her two-year contract

as a precariously employed archivist
responsible for maintaining the records
associated with the life and work of one
of Korea’s most revered labor activists,
who died in 1970 by self-immolation

in protest of unjust labor conditions
among primarily women garment
workers here. In 2020, when we began
preparing the Korean edition of the BBA
newsletter, our group would sometimes
gather in one of the meeting spaces

at her workplace, in a neighborhood
known for its small factories and
merchants hidden in a labyrinth of
alleyways, which had faced waves of
government and private redevelopment
project-led displacement. The building
had been refashioned out of an

older structure to hold exhibitions
commemorating that labor activist by
former Democratic Party of Korea Mayor
Park Won-soon, who, several months
into our preparations, committed
suicide amidst allegations that he had
sexually harassed one of his female
staff members.



Throughout our preparations for the
newsletter, Kulsse, whose nickname
in Korean means, “Who knows,”
suffered from what seemed frequent,
inexplicable health problems. The last
time the three of us met in person
before she flew to Australia, last
December right before the Omicron
wave of the pandemic exploded, in
Gwangdae’s kitchen, sharing Kulsse’s
favorite rye bourbon, Gwangdae’s vegan
pizza napolitana, and my naturally
fermented rye bread, Kulsse confessed
to us that her work environment

had been so stressful, that she had
developed myriad health problems—
from a thyroid tumor to back pain to
mental health issues. Having suffered
enough, she planned to take all of next
year off to travel to Australia, with the
possibility of even emigrating there.
“Honestly, there’s nothing left to say,”
she replied to me in an exasperated
tone. “I find it so hard to watch the
news that I deliberately haven’t
watched anything about Korea’s
political situation in so long. It’s been
about twenty years like that for me, and
after Park Geun-hye became president,
Ireally avoided the news. I don’t even
know what day the election is, in fact,”
she wrote.

Despite this intensely difficult chain of
sociopolitical ups and downs that has
structured South Korean society and
our own lives as subjects of it over the
past few years, the three of us somehow
managed to continue our work
together. We organized three events:
the first Anarchy Summer series talk
in about a decade in 2019; the book
share event, Little Black Books in
My Book Shelf, in 2019; and another
Anarchy Summer talk in 2020. We

traveled and deepened our connections
with likeminded, inspiring people in
Hong Kong, Japan, New York, Berlin,
and Australia. When the pandemic hit
in early 2020, the feelings of support we
felt from these fruitful linkages enabled
us to jump right into proposing the
Korean edition of the BBA newsletter,
which, though we struggled to finish

it over the course of 2020 with just the
three of us doing everything, including
the translating, we managed to put

out a “temporary,” incomplete version,
designed thanks to Portable, in time to
include it in the New York Anarchist
Book Fair of late 2020.

Throughout 2021, though initially
under the premise of finishing the
temporary version of the newsletter, we
continued meeting every few months
amidst the increasingly severe waves of
Delta and Omicron variant infections,
with the three of us then all working
full-time. The fully translated Korean
edition of the newsletter ballooned in
length due to us aspiring to translate
everything into both English and
Korean, expanding even beyond the
initial layout, and thus, remaining as
yet temporary and incomplete. Still,
last year we shared more of our private
lives, along with issues of personal and
political concern, with each other than
ever. I think that’s why, at the end of
2021, prompted by Portable’s question
about the future of the BBA website,
we made the suggestion to get in more
regular contact with you all again, in
the hopes of generating new forms of
ongoing communication and informal
ways of getting to know each other.

In spite of these heavy feelings
of cynicism, exasperation, and
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disillusionment toward the structural
issues we face in South Korean society
from the entrenched, undemocratic
ways of doing politics, rigid hierarchies
among status groups, and outmoded
social orders, the three of us
individually and together seem still

to manage to articulate questions

that poke holes in these staid logics
through living our daily lives and
thinking about the world somehow
differently. The last few times we met
in person, we shared our thoughts
about several intersectional issues.
Gwangdae reflected on how he has
become conscious of the sense of
security and established community he
always has around him as a young male
in South Korean society, which derive
from his privileged gender and sexual
orientation here, and how, regardless
of his precarious employment status,
he fits the norm of the privileged
national subject of South Korea, fueling
his interest in and support of Korea’s
feminist and queer movements. Kulsse
shared how the isolation of a mega-
city upbringing, along with a lack of
family interest in her life as a younger
daughter, led her to suppress workplace
exploitation and privatize her health

issues, whereas she wants to escape to
another environment and community
where she is healthy, supported,

and free. I spoke of the systemic
discrimination faced by Korea’s
residents of foreign nationality, and
how it had become more blatant amid
the government’s changing pandemic
strategy, which has wavered between
managing public health in a semi-
authoritarian manner and dropping
nearly all restrictions in the name of
“personal responsibility,” “the self-
employed,” and “the economy,” along
with the lack of emotional support I feel
as a mixed Korean-American woman
of foreign nationality living here, while
working on expressing myself through
natural baking experiments in my
endangered rural eco-village. Although
we are no longer protesting, we may
be doing something just as important:
we are still here continuing to think,
meeting when and how possible;
sharing our concerns, critiques, and
activities; giving support to each

other and challenging ourselves to
democratize this society from every
intersectional angle of our daily lives,
as there are so many that still need it.
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A copy of the Korean edition of the BBA newsletter Kulsse brought to share in Australia in February 2022, late
winter in Korea. The back cover shows a woodcut print by Gwangdae, reflecting his perspective on our group,
with the words, ‘00§ OHLI|Z Every single day anarchism’”.

PHOTO // Steven CHANG from a rooftop café, 2022 Melbourne.
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A meeting of the Little Black Book Club; Kulsse reading tarot cards in Gwangdae’s kitchen, August 2020.
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A photograph of a water deer near a rice paddy slated to be bulldozed for Dagyami New Town,
on the periphery of Seoul in Gyeonggi Province, part of the public art exhibition,
*otg ciofo| Goodbye Daeyami,” October 2021.
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The third issue of the BEREESBH| Black Book Assembly More-Than-Half-
a-Year-in-Review has been produced from Bangkok, Thailand and co-edited
by VICTORIA of Namkheun Collective and %3¢ PORTABLE of E#§t53 Display
Distribute. Translations between Thai and English by KRITTI, Dion de MANDAROON,
and VICTORIA. Chinese and English translations by B Chuang, narcissan, and %
12 PORTABLE. Bahasa Indonesian and English translation by sixtyten, and additional
Korean research and assistance by GWANGDAE and Isanghan NARA. We apologise
for spelling and grammar errors and the fact that we could not translate everything.
This is a completely self-organised endeavour, gently assisted by a small travel grant,
good food, commitments to look for one another...and that which has not fully come
into being.

Arrangement by ourwork.is with pirated software and fonts on a second-hand laptop
purchased with cash at a McDonald's near Hong Kong University in December of
2021, The BER masthead calligraphy is by &R Jonathan. Except for content
from “The Mycelium (Does Not Play Dice)”, which was first published in 2012 by the
Australian National Botanic Gardens and Australian National Herbarium, all other content
is freely available for non-commercial quotation and distribution, with attributions to the
respective authors, photographers, and illustrators kindly requested [CC BY-NGC 4.0].
But please contact us [assembly@blackbook.page] if you wish to distribute beyond
personal reading, as we would like to get to know you and receive acknowledgment for
our work. Fifty copies printed on demand at Metta Printing in Bangkok, March 2022,
with digital PDFs of all issues downloadable at: www.blackbook.page.
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