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Lt's strange to Be writing from a place of gersonal crisis and
Being unwell. On the one hand it feels like a self-centred
overstatement of individual despair against the Backdrog
of a deadly global pandemic exacerbating sufffering and
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Little Black Book (Xt11 HE #*H AAX]) is a
newsletter put together by the Little Black Book
Club (21 ZHe # mQl) part of the Anarchy
Group (OfL7| 2 Ql), based in South Korea. The
Anarchy Group includes members with various
interests active in and around South Korea. It
meets regularly in Seoul as a space for members
to share what they have been thinking about and
doing. The group has done a number of projects
together, starting from translating into Korean and
distributing Crimethinc’s “To Change Everything”
(2015), organizing the "Anarchy Film Festival”

(OfLtZ]  F3tA|) (Sunhwadong, 2015; Takeout
Drawing, 2016), holding the “Little Black Books in
My Bookshelf” (L ®Zto| 2t 42 ) Anarchist
Book Sharing at Kongyuji (2019), and hosting the
“Anarchy Summer” (OfL}7|2] OZ) talk events
with contemporary anarchists Oksusu, Joyakgol,
Tak Cheong Lane Collective, and Kim Miryeong at
Redbooks bookstore (2019 & 2020).

Members of the Anarchy Group participated
in Hong Kong's Black Book Assembly (2019),
and were inspired by the diverse Asia-based but
transnational energies brought together inthe BBA's
More-Than-Half-A-Year-in-Review  newsletter
(2020). This year, we wanted to do a project that
would keep us coming together without risking
regular meetings in person, due to COVID-19. We
decided to make a South Korean edition of the BBA
newsletter that reflects the smaller character of the
Little Black Book Club, along with the South Korea-
based but transnational network of the broader
Anarchy Group, and that is what we introduce to
you here, called Black Book Assembly Newsletter
South Korea Edition: Little Black Book. Little
Black Book includes short news pieces and longer
essays and texts from Anarchy Group members,
from comrades active in and connected to South
Korea, and from comrades connected to East Asia

LITTLE BLACK BOOK CLUB

more broadly (Hong Kong, Quebec, Melbourne,
Singapore).

As of September 20, 2020, we are still putting
together the final full version of the newsletter,
so this version is in-progress. This version was
created for the NYC Virtual Anarchist Book Fair,
and so highlights English-language content
more. We submit this version together with the
first edition of the newsletter, created by our
comrades and collaborators in Hong Kong, the
Black Book Assembly More-Than-Half-A-Year-in-
Review (2020). Feel free to contact us at: korea@
blackbook.hk.
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ON CAMARADERIE, PROPAGANDA AND THE BLACK BOOK

Recent thoughts from Hong Kong

wares infoshop library, Singapore

The publication you are currently reading
canbe stated asliving evidence of surrealist
André Breton's oft-heard statement from
1920: 'One publishes to find comrades!' The
living' aspect of this must be emphasised,
because it is exactly that what Breton
describes is not publishing as a stack of
finished books or flyers or posters, but
rather what has been further articulated—
or discovered together—as what 'nihilist
optimist’ Stevphen Shukaitis describes
as, 'the co-production of meaning. Thus
publishing is not something that occurs at
the end of a process of thought, a bringing
forth of artistic and intellectual labour, but
rather establishes a social process where
this may further develop and unfold.”

We touched upon this in the editorial of
the first Hong Kong edition of the Black
Book Assembly More-Than-Half-A-Year-
in-Review—something in the way of a
denial of any concrete identity of who
the Black Book Assembly (BBA) is—a
denial, even, of what concrete things our
productions establish. The modest hope
was reflected as a 'meandering process
[...] to spark further inquiry, and for new
threads to surface and knots to be tied—
that we may more resiliently climb and
navigate the ropes'? To gather these texts,
updates and reflections from the scattered
efforts of activists, publishers and labour
groups all around Asia and Southeast Asia
is a hopeful effort. And to hear afterwards
from comrades in Seoul that plans were in
the works for creating a Korean edition of
the newsletter was indeed a confirmation
that something is alive here—despite the
sporadic infrequency of our exchanges,
despite the pandemic-induced restrictions
of the freedom of movement, and—I say
this only with the most ndive, wincing
hope—despite the fact that the new,
Beijing-administered National Security
Law in Hong Kong means effectively that
Hong Kong's already frail semi-autonomy

is dead, and we are now something more
like the living dead—zombies, if you will.

It has been only a week since the Chinese
Communist Party handed down the national
security law which would criminalise forms
of secession, subversion, terrorism and
activities by foreign forces that interfere
in Hong Kong. And while the details of
the law are far from being worked out and
officially implemented, there is already a
palpable sense of fear blanketing the city. I
overheard inside news from an arts worker
at the Hong Kong Museum of Art that a
painting that has hung in the gallery for
decades will now be undergoing review for
its British colonial-era content. And my
own work, an audio-based project aiming
to forge discussions with single mothers,
has also recently met with a classic case
of censorship that leaves me frustrated,
incapacitated and depressed.® Are all these
things directly related to the abstract syntax
of a national security law that Hong Kong
Chief Secretary Matthew Cheung says we
ordinary citizens should have nothing to
worry about, as it will not affect 99.99% of
the population? It is hard to say, because
fear and what it produces are blurry areas
that surpass calculable percentages. How
should we start evaluating our retractions
and silences when they are implicated
within the complexities of care for others,
familial relations, and eventually our own
unawareness of being silenced? A single
mother and blue® denigrator of Hong Kong's
social movement tells me, 'We regular
people, how will we ever know the truth?
We can only count on the media that we
read, and that is why propaganda is so
important.

Juxtaposed with the widespread unrest
and anger over the death of George Floyd
proliferating all over the United States in
this same moment, Hong Kong's growing
number of arrested and hushed voices feel
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sad and suppressed. Indeed, only a few
weeks ago, a South Asian man died under
the knee of a Hong Kong police officer
in exactly the same way as Minneapolis
police ended George Floyd.® But unlike
those on the other side of the Pacific, our
demonstrations are slowing down to an
undead-like pace, maybe something like a
zombie walk. This has been most recently
evidenced by the banning of the June 4th
Tiananmen Massacre anniversary vigil
held annually in Victoria Park for the last
thirty years. One friend, also a contributor
to the Hong Kong BBA newsletter, starts to
feel paranoid about showing up in public
space on that day, even if she believes
that the 'steam’ we have lost will condense
back into 'being water'’ Viruses, the viral,
and hope, move in ways that we cannot
fully understand. And so they can be
appropriated, just as COVID-19 is being
cited as the reason to restrict the June 4th
gathering, and just as the virus has been
used as reasoning for the proactive arrests
of protesters in India calling against the
controversial Citizenship Amendment Act®
and other oppresive crackdowns in many
other countries.

So why is propaganda so important? This
is where the impending danger to the .01%
matters, and why the voices of the minority
must be preserved at all costs. Because
unlike the blue single mother I've been
speaking with, even if we ordinary folks
have no way of knowing the truth, I do not
believe we can simply accept the imposition
of truth upon us by the hegemony and give
up upon the possibility of trying to arrive
at some kinds of living truths together. Our
propaganda, as a circulation, dissemination
and testing of knowledges in the public
sphere, is the ongoing process of living
life truthfully. And zombies or not, that is
why we must keep walking, talking, and
publishing through it. ¥

! Stevphen SHUKAITIS, “Toward an Insurrection of the Published? Ten Thoughts on Ticks & Comrades",
Nihilist Optimism (http:/nihilistoptimism.blogspot.com) 2014 January 30, accessed 2 June 2020.

2 Elaine W. HO & Ming LIN for Display Distribute, "From the Editors", Black Book Assembly More-Than-Half-
A-Year-in-Review (Black Book Assembly: Hong Kong) 2020.

3 If interested to learn more about this, please see the page for the 'ZE 45K airTIME' podcast hosted by
Rooftop Institute as part of their ‘8282 & Hok Hok Zaap' series of artist-led workshops: https:/www.
rooftopinstitute.org/hokhokzaap/happening/ZE 4% BK. Having just begun in April 2020, the first
collaboration with an undocumented immigrant single mother from the mainland turned into an extended
process of editing and self-censorship at her request, in the end put to a standstill and unable to be published
because the wear (and wariness) led to my need to point out such censorship—deemed unacceptable by the
mother. In reflecting upon the quote from Breton, I found my own naive assumptions, despite being the
daughter of an immigrant single mother, unable to grasp the forms of friendship and solidarity I had hoped
for the project, leading me, in the darkest of moments, to doubt the possibilities of transcending our echo
chambers, or to wonder how one is able to make friends or find comrades at all.

4 CNN interview with Matthew CHEUNG, viewed from Joshua Wong's Twitter account @joshuawongcf,
https://twitter.com/joshuawongcf/status/1265815168480657411, 2020 May 8, accessed 2020 June 02.

® Hong Kong's political spectrum has been clearly demarcated since last year between the blue pro-Beijing
camp versus the yellow, anti-extradition bill and pro-democracy supporters.

6 Read more about the incident here: YAM Shui-yin Sharon, "Hong Kong and Minneapolis protesting in
solidarity: A grassroots resistance against police violence", Hong Kong Free Press (https://hongkongfp.
com/2020/06/01/hong-kong-and-minneapolis-protesting-in-solidarity-a-grassroots-resistance-
against-police-violence/) 2020 June 01, accessed 2020 June 2.

7'Be water', an appropriation from Hong Kong pride Bruce Lee's famous quote, '‘Be water, my friend, has been
a guiding principle for protesters involved with the anti-extradition movement. See more at: https:/www.
scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics/article/3015627/be -water-my-friend-protesters-take-bruce-lees-
wise-saying, or for the transnational take: https:/qz.com/1728078/be-water-catalonia-protesters-learn-

from-hong-kong/.

8 Further reading and background here: Arundhati ROY, “The pandemic is a portal” Financial Times (https:/
www.ft.com/content/10d8f5e8-74eb-11lea-95fe-fcd274e920ca) 2020 April 04, accessed 2020 June 04.
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THE RIGHT NOT TO BE DISPLAGED:

STRUGGLES RESISTING DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH KOREA

text // KIM  tranglation // Isanghan Nara

What | and (Some) Anarchists Have Done in Struggles Against National Development and (Re)development Projects in South Korea

I'm not a professional activist or researcher, so
other people might interpret these situations
differently, and some of the details. So
just understand that I am introducing and
interpreting these struggles from my individual
perspective. There are quite afewbooks, videos,
and studies about South Korea’s key urban
struggles in Korean, so after the presentation,
if anyone is interested in particular aspects, I
can recommend you some specific titles.

Anarclan.net
(Korea Anarchist Network)

I first encountered anarchism due to punk

music and culture. I happened to see a punk
concert and so I wanted to become a punk.
Because of that I learned that punks are
interested in anarchism and so I started to
participate in an anarchist group in Seoul,
called Anarclan (Korea Anarchist Network). At
that time, I didn’t really know what anarchism
was, but because I had fun drinking, singing,
laughing, and talking with the others in the
group, I continued to participate in the group.

That was the beginning of my interest in
anarchism, and because of that, my studies and
understanding of theories of anarchism may be
a bit weaker than some of yours. In any case
somehow, over the years, I ended up all the
way here.

In the photo on the left, the older man with the
hat is 71 94] Kim Won Sik. He is an important
figure in the history of Korean anarchism. If
you want to learn more about him and his work
specifically, another Korean anarchist, &%F&
Joyakgol, talked about him and his work more
in detail in his lecture on the History of Korean
Anarchism, in Oakland, California in 2014.
If you're interested, you can search for that
lecture on YouTube (https://www.youtube.
com/watchPv=njm|8I1vCvglt=5186s).  For
my generation of Korean anarchists becoming
active in the late 1990s and early 2000s (?), Kim
Won Sik was a living anarchist who would tell
us about the philosophy and theory of Korean
anarchism directly, so we didn’t have to learn
about anarchism just from history books.

Korea’s Social Movement Culture

» 1970s and 1980s democratization movement fighting against the dictatorship

regime

» Authoritarian culture of organized collectivism within the movement itself

» Main issues: North-South reunification, anti-foreign power influence, over-
throw the dictatorship, worker liberation, etc.

» Culture based on nationalism, patriarchy, etc.

» Post-1990s Changes in Korean Social Movements

» Expansion and diversification of issues: feminism, queer, ecology, anti-nuclear,

peace, autonomy, etc.

» Gradual decline in the number of movement participants, though struggle

sites continued to emerge

» Individual people in free solidarity came to fill the voids left in this social

atmosphere.

First, to explain briefly about Korea’s social
movement culture, Korea’s movement culture
today is one that is rooted in the culture of the
activists who risked their lives to fight against
the military dictatorship in the 1970s and 1980s.
Most of the resistance movements that exist
today started out of the big issue movements
of the 1970s and 1980s: labor, North-South
reunification, anti-foreign interference, and
overthrowing the dictatorship. After the
establishment of a democratic government,
beginning in the early 1990s and continuing
to today, Korea’s social movements have
expanded to a more diverse set of issues:
the environment, ecology, women’s issues/
feminism, queer and sexual minorities, anti-
nuclear, and peace issues.

In the social movement culture of the 1970s
and 1980s, anarchism was not able to play a
meaningful role because there were too few
anarchists, they could not build much of a
power base, and the activist circle at the time
consisted of a culture of organized collectivism
based on patriarchy, Korean ethno-nationalism,
and Marxism. In that 1980s movement culture,

the struggle against the authoritarian regime
was considered the most important goal, and
the way of thinking and acting associated with
anarchism—freely making decisions—was
considered an impediment to that goal.

However, when the dictatorship collapsed as
a result of the democratization movement,
Korean society became comparatively more
stable, and the clear enemy disappeared, the
need for this authoritarian movement culture
of organized collectivism also lessened. The
values that this kind of authoritarian movement
culture of organized collectivism treated rather
carelessly—for example, about hierarchy or
patriarchy, resistance against misogyny, and
ecological values—started gradually to be
considered as more important. The number of
participants in Korea’s social movements also
declined in the 1990s. Nevertheless, because
capitalism continued to strengthen, important
struggle sites continued to emerge and,
people having an anarchist kind of perspective
became active, filling the voids/gaps left by this
particular social atmosphere.

Specific Characteristics of South Korea’s Large-scale
National Development and (Re)development Projects

» Buying up land in low-priced areas, evicting the residents, building
apartments, and selling them at high prices

» Maximum profit goes to the construction corporations and real estate

speculators

» Residents are not compensated at all or offered only minimal compensation

» Various laws to promote the development of land for profit: Urban
Environment Maintenance Law, Housing Lot Development Law, etc.

» It is legal to forcibly expropriate land or a site.

» Not only the state, but also the private sector can forcibly expropriate land.

» Professional Demolition Gangsters

» Gangster organizations specialized in demolishing buildings and
neighborhoods in development districts

» Currently, gangsters can legally make this kind of company specialized in

demolition

I am going to tell you about large-scale
national development and (re)development
projects and movements against them, as I
have experienced these. Specifically, the ways
in which development projects in Korea are
carried out, as well as how they are resisted,
and how these struggles have concluded.

In terms of results, there have been few
resistance movements

“successful” against

development. In other words, the reality is

3

that it has been impossible to completely
block development in the Korean context. In
most cases, it has been a question of whether
a resistance movement was a “total defeat”
or simply a “kind of defeat.” For a long time,
the

development projects, and in so doing, created

dictatorship regime led state-driven
a kind of formula in which “development
(specifically the exploitation of land and natural

resources for profit) equals progress/ = 4
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improvement.” While the state and capital took
for themselves all of the fruits of economic
growth, it has been a widespread popular view
(as well as an important driver) that the only
way for an individual to succeed and generate
wealth is to gamble in real estate speculation
on development projects. However, in this
kind of gambling, the only winners are capital
and the state.

First, let me tell you about the specific
characteristics of South Korea’s (re)
development projects.

These projects may technically called by
different names according to the respective
laws they fall under, but commonly they are all
known as “(re)development projects.”

What happens is that rich people or
corporations will come into an area with low
land prices, buy up the land, and organize to
have the area designated by the state as a “(re)
development zone.” Once an area is designated,
residents who are against the development will
likely have their homes forcibly expropriated.

It is by this method that expensive
apartments or buildings are built on land
expropriated at bargain prices, and it is through
this particular structure that construction
corporations accumulate profits. From the
1980s when they first started, until now,
large-scale (re)development projects have
continuously unfolded in this manner.

The so-called “Urban

Maintenance Law” is the law that enables

Environment

these (re)development projects to happen. We
have been fighting to change this law for a long
time, but still have not succeeded in changing
or abolishing it.

Construction/development (?) corporations
hire demolition gangsters in order to evict
people in a particular district. These gangsters
are officially called “subcontract security
guards.” In the past, having an organization of
demolition gangsters was illegal, but these days,
they simply set up a “subcontract company” and
through legalized violence, evict residents. As
the violence of demolition gangsters got worse,
people continuously raised awareness about it,
and a law was made about subcontract security
guards at (re)development projects. However,
the actual result of this law was that the
gangsters’ violence became legalized. So while
they couldn’t wield explicit violence as in the
past, now through this law, they can openly use
violence in order to evict all residents forcibly.
In other words, while resistance against forced
demolition was still illegal, the use of violence
by the demolition gangsters became legal.

Secondly, state-led large-scale develop-
ment projects in South Korea are usually
called “national development projects.” There
is a law that allows for the following: if the
national government decides that a certain
development project will be pursued, and if
this project is designated as one of the main
tasks of the government, it can expropriate
forcibly residents’ lands or houses in the
designated area, regardless of the intent of the
residents. These projects are called “national
projects,” however, in actuality, because the
corporations doing the construction are all
large conglomerates, these so-called “national
projects” are the result of collusion between
the national government and these large

conglomerates. The national government
gives the taxes Korean citizens pay to these
large conglomerates as “business payments.”
By using its so-called “governmental/public
authority,” the national government evicts
people who are against these projects in
order to make profit for these corporations.
Essentially Korean citizens are in a situation in
which they pay taxes to the government to get
themselves evicted.

History of Evictee Struggles in
South Korea

» Gwangju Large-Scale
Development Incident(1971)

The history of Korea’s evictee struggles began,
it is said, with the 1971 Gwangju Large-scale
Development Incident. The dictatorship
regime had forcibly evicted about 10,000
people from Seoul’s poor districts, and forced
them to move to Seoul’s periphery, to an area
called Gwangju. The houses supplied for
people were temporary camp shelters, in an
area where, at the time, there was nothing
else around. The situation was almost as if the
government had dumped 10,000 people in the
middle of nowhere. The people were enraged
and started an uprising, where they trashed
the government office, occupied the road, and
hijacked cars in order to go back to Seoul. As
a result of this controversy, the residents were
able to negotiate with the government to have
their demands heard, and they won.

Large-scale (Re)development
Boom Before and After the
Seoul 1988 Olympics

The was a large-scale (re)development boom
around the time of the 1988 Seoul Olympics. In
order to show foreign visitors coming to watch
the Olympics, Seouls “nice side” only, the
national government forcibly evicted Seoul’s
poor districts. In this way, corporations were
able to buy up the areas designated for forced
evictions at dirt-cheap prices, build apartments

4—

or buildings on them, and sell them at high
prices, thus making big profits. At the same
time that these large-scale (re)development
projects were being implemented, they began
to emerge as a major social issue.

The Organization of the Poor
People's Movement

As resistance against the military dictatorship
regime’s long-term seizure of power expanded
in the form of the democratization movement,
with the June 1987 Struggle as the starting
point, the citizens’ movement began to grow
explosively. As a part of this phenomenon, the
Seoul Evictees’ Council was launched, as a
solidarity organization gathering evictees from
around the Seoul area. After that, in 1989, the
alliance of evictees and street vendors, called
National Poor People’s Alliance, was formed.
Along with the democratization, labor, and
other movements of the era, the poor people’s

movement was one of the major pivotal
movements of the 1980s and 1990s.

This photo is of a Catholic mass held in an area
slated for demolition, and the person leading
the mass was a Catholic cardinal of South Korea
at the time. One of the special characteristics
of South Koreas social movements is that
religious groups participate politically = 5
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as well as offer their solidarity on the struggle
site. Under the names of “urban poor
pastoral” or “poor people’s missionary work,”
Catholics, Protestants, and Buddhists actively
supported and expressed solidarity with the
evictee movement. This kind of phenomenon
continues to today, and it provides a lot of
strength to the movement.

How to block eviction?

As (re)development has accelerated, the
violence of demolition gangsters and police has
also worsened. Given this situation, in order to
block violence from gangsters and the police,
constructing a watchtower and enduring
the struggle from inside of it became one of
evictees” basic tactics. After many experiences
of having their base get taken away and as a
result, losing power in the struggle, evictees
began to consider it important to occupy and
maintain physically space.

However, this kind of watchtower has the

downside of the person conducting the sit-in
inside voluntarily isolating himself. In recent
years, evictee struggles in which a watchtower
is built and the person inside endures the fight,
are becoming more isolated, and interest and
support for them has gradually weakened. In
the midst of this atmosphere, in January 2009,
the Yongsan Tragedy occurred. In that case,
due to the sudden, forceful raid of the police
special forces, the watchtower was engulfed in
fire and nearly everyone inside was killed.

Sangdodong (2003)

Up until this point, most of what I've talked
about in the eviction areas I've mentioned is
based on my experiences in solidarity with
struggles in which the evictee organization,
National Alliance of Squatters and Evictees,
was involved.

My first memory of doing solidarity work
at an eviction struggle was in 2003 in Seoul’s
Sangdodong area. I had seen a report on the
news about evictees inside of the watchtower
there committing illegal violence through
the use of improvised firearms and Molotov
cocktails. But when I searched for more
detailed information, I found that there was a
child and baby inside of the watchtower, and
they were doing the sit-in without any water
or electricity. Because I was restricted from
getting close due to the subcontract security

guards and police, I could only watch the scene

from afar. There was nothing I could do. The
situation was hard to understand.

I knew that (re)development has been
repeated for a long time in Korea, and that
because of this, eviction and violence were
rampant. Previously, I had only heard about
these large-scale struggles of the past, in which
many people would gather and fight against
large-scale (re)development. But this was
the first time I had seen the sight of a small
minority of people who had built a watchtower
and were fighting inside of it. Since I couldn’t
do anything, I could only hang around the area
and then went home.

Pungdong (2004)

This is a photo of the area of Pungdong in
Seoul in 2004.

E#E=E continued from page 3

It looks like a battlefield: in order for no one
to be able to know what happened inside, a
tall fence was erected around the Pungdong
(Re)development Zone, all of the buildings’
windows were broken, and one can see here
and there the traces of fire.

In this place, I had the chance to met
the leader of the evictee struggle and listen
to what he said about it. After that, I decided
to visit this place regularly every week and do
solidarity activities there. However, there were
many days I didn’t want to go.

Even though this was a place where the
violence of forced eviction was explicit and
extreme, the struggle was almost unknown
and so I thought a lot about methods of letting
people know about the situation. The kind
of solidarity work that I did was: making a
newsletter, organizing a film festival, drawing
a mural, sharing and eating food, and doing
concert events.

In addition, since shooting photos of
a scene of someone getting beaten by the
gangsters, or of someones house getting
bulldozed, became strong weapons for letting
people know about the cruelty and injustice of
eviction, I also helped educate evictees on how
to use computers, the internet, and cameras. I
remember people laughing after they learned
how to use the Internet, because they started
playing Internet poker, and through that,
collected cyber money that served as funding
for the struggle.

The evictees also raised money for digital
cameras and camcorders to record the violence
committed by the subcontracted gangsters.

One day at dawn the siren went off, letting
people know that the subcontracted gangsters
had started attacking and plundering the area.
I saw that fire trucks and police cars were
approaching to surround the Evictee Task
Force building, as well as a bulldozer. From
this moment on, we fought continuously all day
long. If the bulldozer approached and tried to
destroy the building, the evictees would throw
a Molotov cocktail at it and force the bulldozer
to retreat. The demolition gangsters continued
to fire slingshots at us while at the same time
shooting a water cannon at us. They also
surrounded the building with piles of old tires
and set fire to them.

The confrontation continued and we didn’t

give up, but then the subcontracted =6
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gangsters also started to throw Molotov
cocktails into our building. When doing
watchtower struggles, in order to make the
Molotov cocktails, a large quantity of gasoline
has to be prepared, and so there is always the
danger of them exploding into fire. In that kind
of place, because one is throwing Molotov
cocktails from the inside, at any moment,
everyone inside could all go up in flames.

We fought and endured from dawn until
the evening. As a result of the complaints of
people coming over to show solidarity, the scene
got shown in the media, which made the police
embarrassed, so they evacuated the gangsters,
because they had been using Molotov cocktails.
Thus, in the end we succeeded in blocking their
attack. With the cameras and camcorders we
had prepared, we were able to prove that the
gangsters had used violence. As a result of this
incident, the construction company decided
that the housing construction project would be
disadvantageous, so it started to negotiate with
the Evictee Task Force, and eventually we won
the struggle.

Evictees have historically demanded that
temporary housing be offered during the
period of the development construction, as
well as replacement housing in the original
area so that they might be able to resettle
there after the development is finished. The
Pungdong Evictees Task Force was able to get
both of these demands met.

If evictees are kicked out of their original
area and moved all at once to an area on the
periphery of Seoul, there is a vicious cycle of
house prices in those peripheral areas also
going up. In addition, there can be significant
problems related to maintaining an evictee’s
daily life, because, after eviction, they may not
live close to school or work anymore, so they
always demand to be resettled in their original
area.

However, in todays (re)development
projects, there is almost no way that residents
can be resettled in their original districts.
Today’s projects are designed to create
profits through development and real estate
speculation, providing apartments for the
wealthy alone, and thus raising housing and
land prices in the entire area.

Yongsan Tragedy (2009)

On January 20th, 2009, the Yongsan Tragedy,
in which a watchtower engulfed in flames
collapsed, with the street in front of it filled
with police and reporters, and with poor
people’s activists running around frantically
trying to grasp the situation, was an agonizing

scene.

On the dawn of the day of January 20th,
with the evictees having gone up to the
watchtower to prepare for a sit-in struggle
only 24 hours earlier, the SWAT division of

the police attacked the watchtower from a

container suspended in the air from a crane. In
the process of trying to block the attack, a fire
of unknown cause started, and, including one
police officer, six people died, and many others
were injured.

Right after that, the Yongsan Tragedy Task
Force Committee was established, and they
started a fight with the purpose of ending
eviction.

The Yongsan Tragedy sent such a big shock
throughout society that from it emerged many
debates. One of these was about the fact that
forced eviction is made possible by law, and
because legalized forced eviction is one of the
main causes of eviction problems, there was a
push to enact a Forced Eviction Prohibition
Law. Unfortunately though, this law still has
not been enacted.

In South Korean law, individual property
rights are considered very important, and the
property rights of building owners are put first
over those of tenants. Because of this attitude
that the values produced by tenants are seen
as “of no profit,” when gentrification takes
place, a person’s effort and right to conduct
commercial activity is judged as “valueless,”
while it is understood that a building owner can
evict a tenant whenever he wants.

Changes in the Methods
of Development

1970s

» Dictatorship regime, national
state-led development, large-scale
development projects

» The state directly forcib(lf'
expropriated and evicted residents

From the 1970s, to the 1980s, to the 2000s,
in each period, development projects were
carried out in different ways.

The 1970s was the period of the state
directly taking homes away from people
through state-led violence. It was a structure
centered around the dictatorship regime, in
which the national government could pillage
and plunder anything. As in the Gwangju
Large-Scale Development Incident or the
Mokdong Eviction Struggle, the national
government carried out mainly large-scale
development projects.

1980s

» The state and private sector collude
in development projects

» Private businesses carry out forced
evictions

» Smaller-scale projects than the large-
scale development projects of the
past, but stil consic{)ered large

» The corporations that made huge
profits in construction during that
time have become today’s large
conglomerates

From the 1980s onwards, the national
government and the private sector started
to collude in development projects. Private
development companies began to take away
people’s homes. Compared to the state-led
projects of the 1970s, the scale of these projects
was smaller, although they are still considered
large-scale projects. The corporations that, at
that time made huge profits on construction
have since become the

projects, large

conglomerates of today.

2000s

» National state-led development policy
changed towards city-region-sized
development projects on the outskirts
of Seoul

» (Re)development was realized in
many areas of Seoul

» Small-scale (re)development projects
increased

In the 2000s, the direction of state-
led development projects transformed into
developing entire New Towns at the level
of the city-region on the outskirts of the
Seoul metropolitan area. Just as in the past,
forced evictions and demolition struggles
continued to emerge in these huge New Town
development areas. In Seoul’s central areas,
because many of the central areas had already
been developed, large-scale (re)development
became less frequent and instead, small-scale
(re)development projects multiplied.

(Re)development in the 2000s
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These maps are of Yongsan District in Seoul,
where the Yongsan Tragedy happened.

If this were the 1970s, the entire area
would have been developed at once.

However, Yongsan Zone 4, where the
Tragedy took place, was divided up again into
five smaller zones, and the development was
carried out in those parts. Development was
to be carried out sequentially in each small
zone, with the development company being
different for each zone. Thus, although the
district’s evictees faced the common problem
of forced eviction, the evictees in each zone
had to respond separately, and over time, the
fight became difficult.

As small-scale eviction areas multiplied in
Seoul, on the social movement side as well,
it became hard for activists to support fully
all of these struggles. I think that this =7
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problem can be referred to as a “neoliberal
development phenomenon.” I think this issue
is an important condition for understanding
how “gentrification” works and its meaning in
South Korea.

Duriban (2009)

» Victory achieved through a new
struggle method

During the same year of 2009, a restaurant
called Duriban in Seouls Hongdae area also
faced forced eviction.

What is different about this struggle and
other eviction struggles is that the evictee was
one individual family, and the people who came
to show their solidarity with the struggle were
not citizens’ groups or parties as in the past,
but mainly individuals and small groups. The
method of struggle was also different: instead
of the organized collective marches down the
street as in the past, concerts, exhibitions, film
screenings, parties, and other cultural methods
were used. If, at the Yongsan Tragedy struggle,
individuals and small groups struggled together
alongside the citizens™ groups of the past, at
Duriban, I think that the struggle was made by
individuals and small groups leading it.

In order to resist the forced eviction,
the building,

gathered together and organized concerts and

they occupied individuals
exhibitions, and thus these were connected
to the participation of indie artists, and so on.
People gathered at Duriban in order to attend
these events, and in this fashion the Duriban
struggle drew its strength from these people.

Through this new way of fighting, Duriban
eventually won its struggle.

Duriban can be remembered as the first
case of an eviction struggle where indie artists
participated in a major social problem. This
kind of phenomenon has continued until today.

'Gentrification' Has Become
Visible as a Problem

“I am being kicked out!!”

- Mamsangmo (Group for Merchants Who
Just Want to be able to Do Business Comfortably)
Press Conference in front of National Assembly

Since then, the problem of “gentrification” has
become visible in South Korea.

If in the past, the state and big corporations
took away the rights of weaker people through
(re)development, in recent years, individual
building owners have been repeating the same
process of taking away the rights of tenants.
What has happened repeatedly is that a small
commercial tenant would work hard to do
business and gain a circle of customers, and
then the building owner would evict that tenant,
and in its place start doing the same business,
or otherwise raise the rent to an absurd degree
so as to force that tenant out. These situations
have gradually started to become understood
as the social problem of “gentrification,” and
through various struggle methods, people
have come to show their solidarity at different
“gentrification” struggle sites.

If the structure of conflicts in the past was
that of a confrontation between an enormous
authority (the state or a corporation) and a
mass or “the common people,” in recent years,
the form of conflicts has started to change to
disputes between individuals. Since a building
owner is also an individual, it has frequently
happened that the owner himself claims to be
a “weak person” or “victim.” With this reality,
there have been many struggles in which the
class and power composition of those involved
has not been clear.

The community that I was a member of

also disappeared due to gentrification. This
place was our base, but due to gentrification,
the area’s rent became too high, and we had to
leave the area. These photos are of a memorial
ceremony we held to remember our space as it
was about to disappear.

Saemangeum (2001)

The started  the
reclamation project claiming that it planned

national ~ government

to make a large-scale industrial complex on
the reclaimed land. Although this construction
was unreasonable from the very beginning,

7
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the project was forced through in order for

local politicians to get votes and maintain
construction policy.

Through the Saemangeum construction
project, the scale of destruction of nature was
to be immense, and all of the damages would
be borne by local fishermen and residents.
While the area’s ecosystem would shoulder the
burden of this destruction, the only parties who
gained any benefits from this project were the
development corporations and local politicians.

To block the Saemangeum construction
project, there was a long and hard struggle,
but in the end, the construction proceeded,
and the Saemangeum became a dead sea.
Every year the national government and local
politicians announce new plans to build an
industrial complex, farmland, a leisure town,
or an international business district, but none
of these is realistic.

At this moment the Saemangeum is

nothing but a pile of dust.

Because the Saemangeum was a huge
project that destroyed the environment, the
environmental movement camp gathered
all of its power to fight it. However, after
failing to block the reclamation project, many
environmental movement organizations lost
their power, and they changed their strategy
from directly resisting development to methods
of negotiation and shaping public opinion.

Many groups and individuals joined the
fight to save Saemangeum, and among those,
there were many ecology activists. I personally
went to live in the area farming and doing
work in the ocean while fighting against the
reclamation. Many activists feel traumatized

due to the failure of the Saemangeum fight.

There were many fights to block the
Saemangeum construction project, but one
of the most memorable was when Korea’s
various religions gathered together and from
the Saemangeum to Seoul did a march of
“three steps and one bow” for 65 days straight.
The leaders of the Buddhists, Catholics,
Presbyterians, Won Buddhists, and Jeondoists
came together as one to save the ocean of life,
leading the way, while many people followed
them. =38
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Daechuri (2004)
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In South Korea, there are many U.S. military
bases.

In 2004, the American military decided
to move its base in Seouls Yongsan district
to nearby Pyeongtaek, and the national
government accepted the decision.

The rural area of Daechuri in Pyeongtaek
was the intended relocation area for the
military base.

The Daechuri residents started a struggle
in order to protect their farmland and
hometown, and as citizens organizations and
individuals gathered to show their solidarity
against the expansion of the existing base in
Pyeongtaek, they built a common struggle.
The social movement activists of the past,
along with individuals in solidarity, maintained
the struggle, but they were not able to block
the large-scale military force of the army and
police, which were mobilized to repress the
struggle.

Four Rivers Construction
(2009)

The Four Rivers Construction was started as a

national development project under the pretext
of so-called “maintaining” South Korea’s four
large rivers, but what actually happened was
that the project killed the rivers ecologically
and severely damaged the nearby farmland.
Starting from residents who farmed near
the rivers, the struggle to resist the Four Rivers
Construction erupted all around the country
at the same time. Among the areas affected
was Paldang. Young ecology activists gathered
together to support the Paldang farmers’
struggle, and there, while farming, they
sustained a group that made the struggle. It
was also called by the name, “organic farming
struggle.” As a result of this struggle, some of

the participants became farmers themselves
and settled in Paldang.

Gangjeong Village (2007)

In Gangjeong Village, on the southern edge
of Jeju Island, the government is forcefully
carrying out the construction of a navy base, so
a struggle started in order to blockit. For over a
decade, Gangjeong, as a struggle site, has been
an important base for opposing militarization
and realizing peace. In order to protect this
place, many individuals moved to Jeju and
are fighting the navy base construction, and
through their activities, they are continuing the
movement to block the militarization of Jeju

and wrongheaded development.

How we are changing...

» Saemangeum -> Daechuri -> Yongsan -> Duriban -> Four Rivers ->

Gangjeong

» Free individuals expressing solidarity expanded and became more

important.

» The number of those acting through the methods of self-management,
direct action, and mutual aid has increased.

» These people struggle by joining organically with the social organizations

of the past.

Among the struggles that I have presented
to you today, I feel that there has been an
expansion of affinities towards anarchism.
From Saemangeum, to Daechuri, to
Yongsan, to Duriban, to the Four Rivers
struggle,

and groups have continued to express their

to Gangjeong, free individuals

solidarity and their importance has gradually
increased.

In the social movements of the past, free
individuals and small groups did not play an
important role, but nowadays, I think their
existence is very important. People agreeing
with and acting according to the values of direct
action, mutual aid, and self-management, keep
increasing. Nevertheless, the movements
of today are not that distant from the social
organizations of the past. As you can see
through the changes in eviction struggles,

8

things have changed from the ways that
organizations used to express solidarity with
and support struggles, to a form centered on a
network of individuals and groups. These days,
the method of struggling has been changing
to one in which organizations, individuals,
and small groups fluidly work together in a
common struggle.

The relationship between the evictees and
those expressing solidarity has changed from a
simple relationship of supporting the evictee,
to a more organic mutual aid relationship.

In Gangjeong or the
construction projects, those expressing their

Four Rivers
solidarity have been by themselves turning into
the subjects of the struggle.

Currently, in the evictee struggles that I am
in solidarity with, political parties, longstanding
new citizens’ = 9

citizens’ organizations,
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organizations, and religious organizations all
mix together. They all know that they are each
needed, so it is a situation in which a form
of solidarity is being made that has a diverse
composition.

In the neoliberal era of today, everything is
becoming individualized and fragmented. The
sites of struggle are also becoming increasingly
complicated and diverse. Thats why having
diverse subjects is necessary.

Someone must protect the sit-in struggle
do the

negotiating, political parties will change the

site, citizens’ organizations will
laws, and religious organizations will gather
people through prayer meetings. Longstanding
citizens” organizations together will share
their organizations’ names and spaces. People
who can cook well, and people who will be
responsible for the laws, as well as people who
are willing to be detained, are all needed in
today’s struggles.

Artists who can offer performances are
needed, as are media activists who can record
the events. Scholars who can make arguments

about the struggle are needed, as are journalists

who can shape public opinion. Feminists who
are clearly aware of gender issues are needed.

What I Want to Say Is

In conclusion, what I want to say is the
following:

One does not have to participate in every
struggle, nor do one’s utmost every time.

For each person, there is a site that they
can be responsible for.

In some sites, you will think, “This is the
place where I am going to do as much as I can,”
and in other places, you won't. So it’s okay not
to feel guilty if people around you are working
really hard while you aren’t doing anything.
And let’s not criticize other people who are not
expressing their solidarity as deeply as you in
the struggle site where you are working really
hard.

We must resolve gender issues. Struggle
sites are places where situations of extreme
violence have to be dealt with immediately, and
so it is usually easy to focus everything around
the activities of men, as well as not think much

E#EEE continued from page 7

about patriarchal conventions and just follow
the existing system. In many cases the victim
of gender violence ends up dropping out of
the public sphere. No one should leave their
comrade due to gender violence at the struggle
site. The site does not end just in that moment
or place. New sites of struggle always come up.
Even as we pursue the victory of that moment
at that site, we have to continue to connect
these links of solidarity strongly as we move
forward.

We have to make a big deal about things.
We have to fight loudly. If we just remain still,
we’ll be ignored and trampled on, and that will
eventually result in disinterest.

The parties involved in a struggle are not
heroes or especially virtuous people. Since
they’re just ordinary people like us, they will of
course have various problems and prejudices,
such as minority oppression or patriarchal
views, which are chronic problems in this
society.

We musn't forget these points and we must
deal with them wisely. 4

SEQUL

AUGUST 2020

OtEHE[H|Z22 gkol0{ TOWARDARTACTIVISM

HE0l|A E1Z517|  Coming out of the Closet

1. "yo| Tt & opwztzE £ ofc|ol

F

el
r
o kI o

dn
>t
$0
3 >
n

ol
o

o T

A

&Z

rlo
r

AMA 2R of

OF 1R

o
H
o

k>
n
>
rr o
o

0

=2

s 20 Mo X
—

In rr

22 mo -

rir LI
T
d

fr o

X 0 o MH

ro r@ 4o
=
H
rn

° =2

o JP
re

rob iy |S mu min %
)
non

rot |m mE
P o (4

L m o
=

un

o R
1o

N
o
i Tl
s

2 M= L7t
Lt o et of
HE ALgstD
2 = oICk 3}A
Chelof ‘&Eo
o 29| 9
o< A7t
st of

| 2lgt 71

il
o e

o e N

ro
od o
n<
f1

-_
-~

ok iy

3

o
i)
Ofn
l

ST
>+

>

lor 1O

O o
N |'>'|' R

ro J

of

Wy
oOplo o o

|m
2
m
o
ru

Ir
\N|

N
ol&7tel CHRHME 2|7}
AEO| HEL2 AE
CHROIXIE 2Tt
SHAI0] AN 050 S 1
Lbd S Mzpefsiat gAIL O
o QIR MR A w2
B, SMEIX0 2UE M DS b
1 Rtelol HASD A2 0ol EMCEE O
7] SlsH HHl CHE FMAIMOE LHSS $7
71 Ol &7k AN 0|4 b 22st0l
o Yy 23S 22l EFotn, FYOIES
1

=
O| 28t 'EME'S £7| 2ldl XY Ol

<
n
=
o
OF
—=—
b

40

1

1
Ir

|.

f

F

t

rok Hu

2 oX |0

m ro

o

o N
oH

OoF N

N T

of

uu mo

un - Hu

=

Wy 2 4 |mre o Hu r2 o oN rh @ 2 13 Hu > %2
02
m
Q
a

F

>
oA
mjo
L)
>

4o
peo
mjo
rir
d
=

T ¥
ba
nr>rr H mjo -

<2
r
L]

)

fin|
mo mp
o
Ot
E
=2
>
]
rir
o
=2
-n
=}
nE
]
2> ity w

2ES2 Ao L=E
x =

| S 2N E&F5t

0%k

=

N

)

rot

o £
fuzt

O

_l.l.l.
or

=
. o

=

CH ol= X
o] 19M7|] M3
Ciotet ZHAFOIE X
SHMA0 0|2 4
H 0f=0] o]0, 68K
2SS0l MAXZ BXMLE matk
Q| ATOIXt HHo =M afof X|TH
AEH deQAnt QM 25
= AE2 7727 HEHAE

AZ M ol&7t=2 HAS| =Xt

TEENIRTIRTS
x i 1A

A
Uo 2 =2 1o |n 3o oy

2
[0 0 >z 2

ru
Wy ™o
o > 4o 4>
w2
™t Qo

Pl
o
Ttk
©
o)
Hu
5
=)
2Tl

>

.I

rlr rjo oot
I

F

bt
In
>

[o
na
i

Sz 0% gy
= o <
Pl

mo 1o my my m nx K D3min rh kool fob m rjo
r

Jord X ko

2
0

clof TAHo| HYS FWALL Etolo] 1S

shoy orxet 'Zol'o| Ktzletr & olgk

Tt SRl O|EA S Y HSLE ATYIX

20 0j27tSe pEAHD XA BHS 25 2

22015 AI0[QICh 0|52 Y=O|LE 2Zof
e 4 9l ARES HEgoz @

12N HED R oaRES AT A

AL

b

4
|

ot |

o N > My
J0
rob ot

mn

0

—_

2ol o= flgAE 8% Ue deelsk
qAet 3A Cr2X| Wt AR St Sz ¢
=Tt sieutrt o= HCi0|EsS &S,
O[=0f 23iM ozl S50 28El= A0l &
7t EIQACt OIS 0AH EXIH &Ho[2t 1980
£ Y7IA7|= 2Re HOO| ALY

HIM = 49 o025 #0|1, M
BEOIOFZE O|=7I0|X} K| MRle2M &
M Lsor g 2ot ojHE=7[Y AO|Ct O

Of Lt Mgt M4t HE2 g1 120 Yo
A OFHOIESE 7IAHLR SEUD o=
Ael D8-S AtMDH7| E4ptt BHE MR £
?ol Olz7t=2 WEZO| 24 M4k 20| A
Aot HO{SHX| 2 A4 SNS MAetel ma[F 7|
=0/0f| i F 20| ot EHES FZE7| Hf#Ct

7

4

Jn
o o
un ko

w2t O[S9l S Al SNSOf 7| RIsH urget
= O|SIHo HI MOl B M Sof B £
S ROIYZLE FEIZERR 1 ApHO| ATEf

| -
20| ==3t7| OtEO|Ct

2. &a-0=2 ZHME HiE Y9, OlEY
E[H|S

UE|H|ZO| AEHBE OTE HEXOl %o
QIZol2tR, olE S HEIHIZOl Aol 0122 §
ot AN WS Hojgict Ol AEH|E
of e AFREC BYE IFAZID 0188 B
Sl BEs 7ol W'e o8t WO H

~

GEULSSE

UP)It A7t O|&d s, M Z2H|0ote| @ Ex Z(0t-
(o)

©
e}
=
]
i)

(@)
2
b m o

o
i}
10
bas
P>
il
ro
o
fjo
ofm
=t
>
ot
rE
ot

1ot Tﬂ{
Mo J
1o
Ral
re
mjo ©
fot
Yal
o
oo
o
|m
2
m
o
ol
1o

inl
09
o e 4

o Ju

2 1o mu my
i
o\ mjo
HT
ki
Ral
rot
n

™ e et 4L
S opylo
oy =

©
o
i
m
==

B
0E
e
tu
4 ot
&2

gt Oj= ZEo| ofo[=0] CHgt
S| YAS0l 52
o

HOIE &8st=

Hr %o r&l
ot @ iy

19 -
N

0%t
Q

i
_IT|_
2
52
N 18]
|> oe 1o
Mrnje o rlo
>
M o
mn |
r

Ni)s

mu = mjo 1=
=

> <
o rir
ey
KU o
2
I >
St o ©
rir o
r e

2
m
o
af
o
nz
rat

gzr
finl

o
mun
o
Hu
H
[ >
m
o
oK
k1
i
>
=
>
s
=2

K rlo

mo > 1p
> A
% e
T
|—| —_
on
mjo
=
H
el;
=
[H
HU
_El
e
_|T|_
Hu

or 2

rc
> 1

A
ojo

H

I}
41 rE Ho |o
B H

>t
In
for

o Hu

o
I
Bood

Of
2

A T oo ox M m oo
mn 1o

>
I
Lot
rm
= \u
_|'—|_—|—

rx
ogt
ofn
¥
10
o
N
H
;or

@AIZIR Oleds: A4, 58, 0158, EAlE
is

A7t OtEHElH|
HCI 1960ELC] Z=EL
o 7|gto] O|%E MO A|7|HEEH 2o|n
ZO{AC} 72 19004} 0|5 0j2o| HELEY
QA2 ojoje OS2 Wi Mte oaUs
2 O[OfLZICL 0|52 BES A|Z4, BF4, O
x

o
S, YAYO| Yot Fa Mo R HBY 4 o
u}

0

o 22T =00 &= AN gEel 2

HM=S AFE8 L, 2O|X| G B NS Al
oisto] LSO A Zel=H S48 FALL HES
HOEAP D FEEMEZ Q) EA” N =10



SEQUL

OEMUEIHIZOZ 8k5101: HEO|A EE517] Toward Art Activism: Coming Out of the Closet

X|off 0|2 SZte| 7t+et IS =290 A
== Yoz SIYLE 0|8 iRl =H7t
= Atz H X2 AF0l2ts AS #SID
AL &2 20| AN SUHES MM =
= HYS A0 7H2lel ZHE At2lH Ol 2
U= 43Uk d2[a AE[7{eF Oe2julE|,
2HA S AKX OCIME MBS £ U= ol5dat
LAYE ETCR Stz MEE MESIH EA| X2
RO RS2 5 LEICt Ol2eh 21t O E
Of dJaliXl= =AIQ] A% Az 272 o2t
sit-in, E2{i57], €24 2X|7| 2 SE0[2 Al
l AHZE Z2tE A 2HEFEH M WEHeZ N
| =

ot7| =kt of

[y

>
o
N

12| 7| (loitering)Qt 2L &
I.

OF

=2 Mgds

mjn
mjo
=]

o

17l% et

r

® MZEZEH|of REZE!
Oict SZE 57|
QEZZ|(Otporh)e| 2|HE AZX} EIH|X|Q|
SMAE AP ER= HH'2 HE

2|9 ®MO| IS M2 QUL QEZE L X
Olgt &£ 717 HIZE M2 N E 2000 Al

P XM FHE SR

o

ZH|otof| M RZMEX|E FHEE FHO|RULL O]
=2 340 F9qu M EY9E 72X 2l [
YRHY HH22 =Ao| tESHRALE 2 T At
gotEl HEoR2 85| A2 W=0AM ENT
ele] A=0|UCt M=H[ote| A= &S &
8510l SMALE MAIUA =SSHEHM A US| A
EL SN SEE S| flo) R
S FHE =HHOFALD, | FHAFS =Y
L 2P 2N SH A0 2 HoF R UL

‘fo REZE ZAFIE2 oY RS THIICL
I

2otot Melo & =s=E k= ZERAME|X|ef of
LHE UL 0|52 1 ofeF =& 2HZ O
Of RRACEL 22 X|¥T HHUZSES A0 E0
SUCHL A2 20 B2l FUXS A
O|2 ZZMH|X|o] ZHESO0| HHEX Y FO{CHL Tt
HOIRCE "2 FF0 AlUS2 EHAR
I, HEZ | E= dES2 HEL 2 g
X7t et

REZE2E FHEMES ZoEHE €4 H-2
ZMHIX A2ESS SO 22 Bi=RCL 2
B, HEE, WA oty O|C|0 & AHESHO] M
o| HAIX|E HEZ|Z O|F B--ZMHX|E =2
SO ALEoIUCE Yo EEXLZ HIZ, SYA
of SUE2 280|1 RLEX 29| 52

Al FHE 2EZ=29| Ot0|ZQ BF =9 =&

B, EIMZE 2422 FEJA=H Ol Z2AH|

@Y AF2EHE 50|t FHZ ARZ2=E &
Ht&E3H|

AF2E HZ2& 20118 =FA|0F AHALLL 0|20
gdstEl A2l HE2 MOtk AFZEHRE M2

0=

1l
0

of Mg H7tote W2 tHESHAH HEH22 o
AN EZ0| S|t 2im, 7t CIA|O],
EE o1 O|F e =R, HefAle, 2=
HEMETI SAS ot7| W20l EAEE FH
Z O0fY B2 o A S0| Hl=0of Foisto] 2013
Hojl= 6K HESHY| = WLk AFRE HI=
= 1970EM M= 22 Std2s2 PEHY A
A0 oSt FEAS 7HX D UE B2 d=22=
of All0] ot = =5 2HE KHCh 221
Crot AFOhel M S0l ol XFEA A
Mol ojds O34 B & & U= M22 2=t
o s= WSOt

FElE AN e Abo| o maf Chest
Yo HEHIES Yol = ALk 7[=H el A
ElH|Z2 g4Ql tiES ASste E535t= ¢4
2 Es et 295l 'y ez 24 + ULt
20| Z47)elel Xiedol SH=| o8 HZHst

X

| HolE O Jele S L & Y= 87
E O

x) 9 |
91| Ojo|Ct. 34X B HE 1MoL R of= o

= &7

=

ElH[E0| &= &2 = A= 7|=(0[Ck 0= A
EQACTUP) It A7 ol &85, M 2H|ote 2E
Z2(Otporl) 12|10 YEO| AIRE 2K OfE
HEH 2 HHO| X2 o] 2ot 7S o2t
AA MH oj2ts Soff AtedE 2RlE 5 s
S EROFE AES ot

i

w

30| OLEAEIH|FL YT} : 33
8 AgISste] S8

S20| BTl A 19451 YN
Bl @ 527HK| 0[0jX| 21 £30| eiso| Lt o
20| A9l 222 AEA 19871g JHOE o
RISt O|% T} 0|2 Lin0f ACHY AgTt 5
2 MHEOA B0 YAE B SHBAISI
£g Fals) waxt st
WYAI REHH S Al 1 N2 2

T UCt PSS el XM 7t AHE
W20 tFE22 ARl AREH2
FRE= ol0 2&, 2, 22|10 |

TIASHRACE ARl RHM| 7+ 74
SO AlSI7F FAEX] E=E St

1YY A

02
0 10
u

o [o 3 30

In

= Hu B oo o job 0 R
Hir\l

Ral
o
Ot
. 2
o
mjn
fjo
r

N
Ho
o
>
4o I
o
o rjr
N
nug
Uy
=o)
Rl
0
3Q
|_

o
ox
>

=t
4m >
0z d9
o o

il
o
>+
2
o X 2 10 gu
2
In rir
Ral
mn
njo

ot
2

>

Ho

=)

4m

1554

gy

20 .

M Hr

J

;5 rir

Koo

El

Ho

rx

> B Jo o ne

dm
(2]
1o
i
Pl
]
ne
L
>
o
H
o

X
i
N
M4
A
2

=
2
mt > H

0
Hu
>
Ho
4 mn
N
ot
Ot
k1
A
o
bl
M
mo =™ ¥
o
mn
rlo
oz Mg

o
oo
fo
>
mn
oy
Rl
Ot
ox

B
Io
=
A4
=2
>
YE 1r
Q
-

s
<
1E
mjo
Ho
ot

oy
-1
Ot
rr o
on
>_
-
i

i
bPtope

n M X
0%t 5

uf?
4% ox
ot

i g

El 3o
2 r
TS
lo >

B> mo
_|-(')_|-
Ot
=
bt
i
2 mo = o

njo
il
>
do
rir
ox ret

4n
3Q

mu mo m o2
1M
1
=2

AU yo -
nx
>
40
|'|_| _@_}
-
1o
HA
C

o 2
0x

ki [
fo o rx of
1
i —
Mo =2 on

N
>t
o

I}
2

2
o
>
40
o

oX MY mE r2 rjr Ot mjo o 4o A ojot 4r X 1 Hu 32

N
el
o
bl
o
=2
Sl
o
>
mjn
rlo
e nr
o
rlo

o

TR B4 sorgC

0|z HHo| FAIE H3lo| AIRI0f Tt
2763, AI9IE ot HEo| Bz
317t QUOD Be A9Vt BYOR 25y
Zaxoz Hets Yt

BHO|LE B ELE ALRER| T, A|9|E O] S5/ K|

 HRE Moot IS BYHIR Yoyt uf

2 41 0z
FEH'ILO_HLI

o obt ey Mo 19 mm ok po N Rl Ay
U R

2HA B0l AR Bke 2| ZRpRIX| QRUCH A
Slchet Zo| AR &2 ofX Yge SN T

o
Ja3

fr o
o
o
Ot

- 1y
> mo
0z X Q

k=)
=Tlo
= |n
2n
M o
fm}
1o
ik B
[0
=
R0
J—J
=
ofy
=2

K
i ne
Ho Kl
Mo ofm

riot

oM

N

=i

>y 20
ne
0

L)

lo 2 2

=1
ot
H
=
)
rot
I
o
1A
ro O
o
o
Rl

d

g I Mo
d0
1o
Ar
o
N

i
I

N
a

o

|.

=

08 rr r2

o] Zts|

0

o N
N
1o
=2

o
morr

o > re o
O ux rin
> 2
Moo o
-
1o m
&
3Q
40
orE
2
> o
LICI b

In
n 12 g
o
o 4

o

ne ofo
wrE
ofo

Jal

| >

=

e

oy 42

A
>
rn
Ol
pal
1o
Ho
rx
i’
lo 1o
r ook
re re
o o
v o M
T U 4
uy un Qo
Ot
rr

o

Hu
Annr o
>t

CH BE2 of2{ofl= Al

ity

_,_
=t
10
>

TN
T

if]

HL

=2

e

o
)

n

e

ok

)

)

o

4o

o

o

2 4 4o ¥n

H Al9ltle Op=Ho|H F4H ouHX|z 7tST

¢

Tt 29171 HO0M, YA X = F=0f et
Stes ol & & FYS AAHAES EFEQ otk
ot &= X US7tRe| X0 BEELE Al
s 2L X S0k HEoz SLE H
Mg thtol &S OlECt O|FA Fst
S42 HRIER 12 ZXoE|D of5E TN
2IS0| 2o et 82| 5435 0|F7| 2f5f

SO}t ol2fet Al?| 2=t SAEFe 58
Bt SHES M2 FH2l Ao tigsto|
At DS S| ARl P20 ALt

SHR|ZE 1990y & A|RIANR| o] HIFH QI &t
202 2N FAUUHM SEOf war 2000y
Ol EstH2ts M22 4ol Al?7F ST
Ch =SA7F (T3] 7| &L Al g4z 052
Ol+E BE=ULE, o8 1s 882 T2 OlFF
2 otz AMUEME2 272 2SS JHES
o] ST Ol7r0f CHELE. Ol=2 20| M Ot
Ctol Olf+& &OIA= M LR, =& T2
O, Ar2| &0 X OtE|AES 2 O| 20T ZStHAE
K| =Lt o] 2

S, 230| FH40| 0|2 FYURO| Zef A
AFZ40| HO{FLE 0|0l Folst7| 9
2|2 2SUCt DOl0) T3 X3
S0 20/ AYER 02
Q740 FEXRH'E &
Se 71Zo| AI9IR2E MHSHI| Brte
2 29t 8ol 93 FRH L E7|S Y
o B0l H|Z2 BAIYIE (hEEE X2
o AIZO|QLt.
29| 20001 ChE 22t HAS SHHA
H|Z0| OLEYEHF o= El
|Ch B2 0{T3| HEE ARto| [t 3
lof AlSiChet DHES WE S ZET A9
ok Stx|BE 7| Z0 & 4
of

o2
OF

>

n
mn
iel

Ol O 2t M

b @ nE Mo
> O hu 2o mo X rr

rob 40 s\

E

;O

o
o]

oM IO

Jo 2
Mo
ot
N
on
0
b4l
fiml
N
o
o
oo [T
[hm
a
Hi
2
by

e 1r 40 oy

P 3

fot
kal

s rir
™
o
2}
Ho
ofn
=2
>z
>
1
m
<
o
o2}
Jaul

I L e 14
Ho
ofn

lo
N

e > L ogg o I
ot M- o> g I'IJ'i_?
o Mo 3@ =
0
og (TR
|0 =l
10 olot
i o Jin
St >+
2t e =
O o 2 HO
Q 1/
DS » M
o rlo
un B
Mo =
N
el
lo o
e 2
%

i oﬁP mo

Q Ho % 1o rju X rot Hr ot Hu ot N4y 3@ N Hm 4
FIIZIJ
>

ot 1A

o MH

Wt =

Ragin

B L=

do 1Ir

w2

oy ON

_'>_+rIJ||'|

ful
am
o

14t

= Hm
='_‘.=
rr Hu

>
o

ol

J
N
ne

ML

o 0%
>

L]
nr <2

o px Am

o
mjn

> X
ud
[
N
o

mo Mo
My rok
g
et}
inl
Ral
Mo
2z
]

Dl 11

bl

N

rot

T

bal

E_|

m
o M
10
=2
)
rot

_?l B
=[o)
0 Hu
Ho
oft

Ral
o
bl
H
M
s o

e oofn
1

n
do

1o

c oy M2 on
o
mE ot
3Q
in}

oA

H

1]

M

—_

o

Mo [
E
[l

x 10 fot
=2
Ral

ot Mo
A
ro
=
ro
ie)
>
ot
1A
o

=)
2
e}
ro
A A
=t
o
¢ Mo

o
>

rr
| ek 0 m
1o

O
m 2o

o
m

2
m
=
o]y C
o

9_

re
m
>

H

>

o 02
= I

o N9
Of >

o OH o

L qn op
> 9
—iOEJ..":'.
El
bl

3Q
EJ
2 o Jo
2=*

|
i
N

n <o 0y K

Jn K=
muc >
g
=
Bt
4o mu rid
:ll.l.l. _—
M g

m

ro 0
oA
H
lo
Pal

o
Pal
ret
™
. -
1o

N
=11
rir

o 2 m

=
2
M
>
ret
lo
Rl

ra
ek
N
>
ot
U
lo
aut
0%
>
ot
o
rc
10
2
Rl
bl

O/ i =
MHI
e
0>
njo
Hir
o o
Z
-
n o
O
=2
=|?=
ot
MHI
>
rlo 0
MO
4
ox

ot
M
10
i
0z

>
>
o

g7 20164

20161 =24
Of 3A &xBl&

rh - 4o
pie)
[
e
o
=
vl
=2
rju

40
rr
ro
>
ot
Mo
" 0|.|'|
o OF 9 sy
0 12
o =
)
ot U

A
=2
m
>
mjo
)
rot
MHI
>

ne njo
1o

>
N
=2
>
bal
mn
:Q
n
_|-(')_I-
H
i}
> i

H0 g

N x

1
rlo
>
MHI

Tl =

M
Hu
n
T
ro 4
P

f
L'E
15
ot
Rl
d0
tu
to
=
ot 0
g
o m
=
b
njo
mjo
H
n o
Bl
39
in]

mn 4
o
Hu
=
[l

B 1o

N

Fe| RACE
& dFole S5t A
H Z 2t ZAM0f cist &
7b ULt
M AtEdat Mg = 11

SN
M
1o 0
>

% o

H HL
o b e

r
Eomn o

TS RESENX=R !

-
rir
N
<
[0))
[
rTHH

I
> il
Ho I



AUGUST 2020

el

| Jing An Tear Gas Grenade

(Made in China)

>
i
o
kl
>
o
=
o

of

A

o ot

n

ret

il

3@
ot

N H

> o 12
N
ne

>

nn == M

of
Mol ZEHAIE
ARl BRE
© 0= HESSHA|

o fr & rr
]
£ i

o >
Hu
= N mo
> [k H
40 njo
rir
> U
= |
oA
rg 52 rjo m

r

i
2
A
N
ne
B

4 T
P ‘
[

T
A
==

t
t

=2
=

oF
5

Q41 rr o
|0

o
o
L

>

r
rnr > o& mr

N

|0
T
i
I
>
)
2
fim}
Ao
Mo
A rz

J
J

1

g| ?

PALRIE OFH AS 7t

SO EofoF A
P 2sddddees g
10F Bt=7t7 L] Z7H0M
|= Xt7|gol=z el FHOIL.
A FRI=7t? &0l
L2

0% ON N qun
ro o 2 o

rnr £ 1o
M ok
0|
L
b H
rot >

lo

it
0 o2
OF A rrmo W re of oX 40 = n@

40
=2
x
o
2 gy U
mr g
—Ho
10
Hi bt o
o

do nx

7| =1t

Az

2
0

o
n
>

a

n

[e]

I
Ao
o
Ral
0% Ho
02

=N
ol
of M
1o
1o
[Ho
L]
i

[
AN
o >t
= =
40 Hu hu ot gy
i o
o

mu
O
™ Ho

>

4> o2
o
oX mjo mo

lo

o
10

<
=

m
2

m

L

m
&}
lo

oY 1o Hu =
ra
>
ot

4o Ho
Offn
=2
ro of ox ok ofn

r|_r

0 b
mggsz@
o 2 3
> 2

>

o
=
lo 1
02 > M 32 Ho

(@)}
- Mo >

=
N

Mmooy

T2 mo ret 1 10 of 0 ri 40 Mo
i}
ot

IIrT-l[u

s9 1 1

=2
]

|l
r

M et=ALR|ol A E AQIES Eatt A2
ted 2l5s S CHEge #E0|0h Fof Za

=

0
els
E

02t
7g]
12

fgt 40|

oy ox
© o
ot
s
Of
<

m

>~ I g
L]
rir

nuz
rz
oot
10 4
Hu
0
ox
o
N
N
HJ|0
m

0% N

40 A

|0 22 >
ro 1o

w B
o >
- rE

ot ok

= =

< O
N
Hu
=

r
0x
1o
oN
X3
fjo
for
J
o
g

w2
rir
T« Mo
=
i
=1

T
n
(@]

Mmooy ooy R
ooy
> Hu

J0 or x

mu 1% Ho
rir o

— o
[~
|_o N
= >
32 Ho
D oor

=
o
ot o
-

o a2t -

mo >~
18
[0

Ral
=
ro
Of
=
g 0

=]

22 4m =
i

dn 5 o

ro op rt

rok mo
oA ro

o

o
X
IS
oA
=)
==
=2

Mo 1 H

sy o
i
>4
o
=2 Jo
12
1K

d
>
for
S
o
>

P
re
0%t

d0
12

> 19 Kl
=

N
o

o

o

Mo

ro
J

4o 0x
o
N
Hu

ot 12

ozt
2

rH
rHOOF Y I oY mY N
W orr 1= lo pt 1T 1o rH

Sy [
>
un
i
>
mo
N

o>

mjo

N

Ho lo
nl

>
=2
k=)

ot
o
N

o
riot
1E

-0

=
>
B
- 2
0
fjo
!

H |
=N
>
rk
rlor >
Ot
fr

bal

rir )
loF ro m

o mn

M jo njo

[e]

=)
Rl
o
JE ot 1
0

oM
10
=2
>
el
N
03
o
o

0|

]

> OlEMe EeR F2 HE A8z

rE

w

The School of the Art Institute of Chicago

IS

>
3Q
n
o

MU
2R
B> ot
am

F#EBE+E continued from page 10

Zafof Chatstn UCks HE Ol Hn =
20| Cigtsn UCHs D22, 2HA WS sin
QCHe %tzte Quistt A= Jjolo| (AL A
ST ZIO| EARO|H DHES Q| Mere 24}
Holo] ZHA o|xot XHEX ADE HBMoz
Hotsle BIE Yert

%A OIFB OlEAEIH|ZO| AL SS o Cf
Sste JHQISS Ajet ZEHEES E5M £
MolAle FEtHoz Zesin Mty Meg 7
K&t Zareolct JfQI0] Ll HEtzka 7]
e Fa2wan Jolol XA AU
sl2817] NS MEE o2t Tastt
olze Zztat 7|z 12ln 2N Bt 0|83
Of Mol e Etn He 4 s IEY o o
S oheet 4+ ok 49

O RS 2EetES
e mEo| A2l 2
RELEE SRR

uy J
2T

510 AFRSFIA} St
A 7|2X o2 "Lyl o|0]0|LC}.
Rebecca ZORACH, “Marks, Messages, Manifests: Public Political Intervention in Chicago”,TART AGAINST THE LAW,2014,

Lester R. KURTZ, Otpor and the Struggle for Democracy in Serbia(1998-2000),2010, pp.4.

s BIAY, 'QEZE' J}EFAIH “HFEOF H o] 27|= SO}, 2016.3.10.

o

Lester R. KURTZ, pp.6.%t 11

~

Journal
* WECHe ARZ Qe
HO7ER| &

r
* BgfLt Z2tol B YOI

ofn
Ot Ml
3Q
[l

Music in Japanese Antinuclear Demonstrations: The Evolution of a Contentious Performance Model | The Asia-Pacific

A2 A& Z 1980~1990

HONG KONG & NOTRE-DAME-DES-LANDES

9 JUNE 2020

PRE-EXISTING CONDITIONS

Three months ago | wrote about wormhoales and
precarity, and imagined muyself visiting nutritious
and emancipatory places that were intersections
of ecology and activism—Wang Chau Uilage.
Little Migashita Garden. the 2AD (Zone & Défendre
in French, one to Defend in English) at Notre-
Uame-des-landes and Hambach Forest near
Cologne (now impassible to uisit).
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Different types of tear gas used by the Hong Kong Palice Force. 15th
December 2819. Image from Telegram.

L#EE—F continued from page 1

Wormholes Between
Territorial Struggles

Caronw Heathroww

Hambach Forest®

Mondeggi Bene Comune

Aarey Forest

The ZAD is an ongoing 1658-hectare land
occupation where it's inhabitants fought for
S8 years against a government-propased new
airpart and its world (later cancelled in January
2018). Today | left the 2AD after two amazing but
alling weeks. According to a French medicinal
herb book, | had arrived in the countryside during
the peak hay fever manth (15th May to 15 June)—
unacquainted pollen welcomed me. as well
as the collective's cat who likes to bring mice
heads home. The pollen and hay at the ZAD
entered my body and produced a sticky liquid
in My eyes sealing them shut in my sleep; filed
the cauities of my nose and turned them into
dripping taps at night; and tightened my windpipe
like that night in Mong Kok when we were only
gaing for dessert, and not a “tear gas buffet”

/4

(Oheen

Jeju Island
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At the 2AD my asthma from around 28 years ago
quickly returned, worse than the account shared
in Restless? It wasn't this bad when | visited two
years aga. in July.” Looking for a reason. and
accompanied by my colour blindness (8% of
males have this), | started to wonder if | was a
honeybee in my farmer life... J., who is part of the
collective, thinks that my breathing problems may
be exacerbated by the tear gas that euverybody
has been exposed to in Hong Kong—the expired
British tear gas. the globally-exported American
tear gas and the combusting Chinese tear gas
whase ingredients are still unknown (the maost
potent of the three) ®

Although masked, | feel vulnerable travelling on
public transport during a pandemic, to = 12
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Pre-existing Conditions

a country less organised and with more daily
coronavirus cases and deaths than the one I'm
leaving from. Unlike the beginning of my trip. I now
travel with what medical staff might call ‘pre-
existing conditions.”

The Society of the Friends of the Uirus, Uolume 1, couer.
28th March 2820.

During the pandemic | received a few hand
typed POFs in my inbox from a group called The
Saciety of the Friends of the Uirus. These POFs
later made an appearance on the website Testing
Assembling with people like Jean-luc Nancy,
Nazan Ustundag and Silvia Federici.® | remember
the times | watched those videos alone during
confinement in Grenable, and joined the online
gatherings. Sometimes | was lying on a yoga mat.
cooking dinner or sitting at a long wooden table
at the ZAD. In one of the assemblies, | recall New
York-based artist Rene Gabri sharing his political
interpretation of ‘pre-existing conditions,” thase
imposed on people by capitalism and the state—
making some mare uulnerable than others (during
the pandemic).

The Assemblings and participants were often-
times US-centric, but those conditions that people
openly shared felt similar to those experienced in
Hong Kong and the UKk—neoliberal developments
in Ma Shi Po Uillage in Fanling by Henderson
Property Development Company Limited and the
austerity measures that continue to cripple the
National Healthcare Service, respectively.

In the previous gatherings | remember thinking.
how does one become immune to such pre-
existing conditions? To be ‘immune,” does one
have to be individualistic. competitive, selfish
and/or ignarant, whilst self-confining in their
second home—relentlessly climbing the capitalist
pyramid? Or does one haue to simply be lucky,
and borninto privilege without having any financial
worries throughout their life” | thought back to the
guestions still scrolling on my website since the
beginning of the pandemic:

How are we sharing our resources today
such as isolated forms of transport, an
underused room and the money in our
bank accounts? How do we continue to
practice mutual aid in and from places of
confinement?” What is to be (un)done?

F#EE+—F continued from page 11

Capitalism Is a
Pyramid

‘Scheme

Capitalism is a Pyramid Scheme. paster by Packard Jennings with Crimethinc, 2811,

As | leave the S8.45-kilometre mouse-hole | feel
excited about the next part of my trip, in a place
that | have lived in for maost of my life, London,
and connecting with new comrades that | met
online during thase months of confinement, social
distancing and digital organising. Over the past
year when serendipitous and fleeting encounters
become something more, we sarcastically
acknowledge the government’s role in bringing
us together and say, with big smiles on our faces,
‘We Connect!” 4

[A4T We Connect.’ Chief Executive Carrie Lam election manifesta
title, Tith October 2817. Photo from https://hongkongfip.com/2817/18/1/
carrie-lam-promised-connect-yet-engagement-ngos-deteriorating-
watch

Michael LEUNG
5 June 2820, UK

PS. At the ZAD | recall J. at the dinner table
referring to T. as a true communist, after he
single-handedly cooked dinner for everyone
at the callective, covered all the dishes in the
kitchen, and abruptly left befare dinner to go
and work on the collective garden. T. was
also generous to share his asthma inhaler

12

with me, a "COUIB-No No.” On communism
and in anticipation of the National Security
Law in Hong Kong, I'm reminded of the graffiti
that | saw ouer half a year ago:

‘CCP (Chinese Cormmunist Party) GIUING COMMUNISM A BAD NAME'
graffiti, 19th September 2019.

Since the beginning of February 2820, I've
been visiting different callectives in France
and the Basque Country. Here are some
field nates, photos, essays, dreams, fiction
and indeterminacies—some written on my
journey and some during confinement.:
https://insurrectionaryam.tumblr.com/20820

! https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel/ Tunnel

2 https:/communitiesinmovement net/publications.
php?publication=35

? http://studioleung.com/eBooks/ %EB%BA%8I%ES%E8B%35/20Rest!
ess-%E6%A2%BI%ES%BF%97%E5%89%IB%20Michael/28Leung-
Stay%20Safe pdf

¢ www.tinyurl. com/WorkingfortheCommons

S https://honglkongfp.com/2028/81/18/demoacrat-asks-court-force-
hong-kong-palice-reveal-tear-gas-recipe

& http.//l6beavergroup.org/assembling

7 Mutual aid and also mutual destruction (Phoenixism) https:/twitter.
com/wilfredchan/status/12658544718972575857s=21
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BIOPOLITICS AND THE PLAGUE CITY

A View from Melbourne

The year 2020 has crashed onto the stage
of history with firestorms, plague, and a
deep crisis that has brought out many
underlying tensions beneath the surface of
Australian capitalism. Catastrophic bushfires
exposed the desperate inadequacies of the
state to deal with the impending ecological
disasters caused by climate change. Then
the COVID-19 pandemic struck. It has starkly
posed fundamental questions about at least
three pivotal challenges: a) the politically
contested nature of public health, b] who
and what is truly essential in a profit-driven
economy riven by crises, and c] how the anti-
capitalist Left can organise resistance in an
era of social distancing and outlawed public
demonstrations.

The normality of social life in 2019 now
feels like generations ago. Last year saw
several emergent protest movements mainly
responding to the climate emergency, such as
Extinction Rebellion’s “Spring Rebellion”, the
historic Global Climate Strike, and the blockade
of an international conference of corporate
ecological vandals (called IMARC] held in
Melbourne. These promising but tentative
developments were soon sidelined by the
tumultuous events of 2020.

The dumpster fire of this historic year has
posed deep dilemmas for radicals in how to
respond to current conditions. The tension
between public health and mass protest has
manifested itself as a heavily contested form
of biopolitics. Protests against government
bushfire inaction were already fiercely
demonised by the media, government, and
police before anyone had even heard of a
lockdown. The state’s authoritarian anti-
protester backlash further intensified in
the name of COVID-19 prevention once the
pandemic stormed onto the scene. This
technocratic moralism reached fever pitch
as the global force of the Black Lives Matter
movement swept into Australia and shattered
the lockdown consensus. Despite intense
fearmongering, tens of thousands of masked
Australians—led by Indigenous activists and

inspired by the example of Black Americans—
flooded the streets armed with hand sanitisers
and face-masks to protest police brutality
against First Nations people.

This mass civil disobedience happened in
defiance of government orders to stay at
home. Despite the massive throng of crowds,
not a single COVID-19 case has been linked to
the protest.

Inreality, the strongestvectordrivingAustralia’s
second wave is the nature of precarious work.
Casualised workers are denied paid sick leave,
rarely in a position to “work from home”, and
commonly compelled to travel between
multiple jobs and workplaces. Rather than
individuals flouting lockdown restrictions,
it is overwhelmingly the structural features
of capitalism that conspire to keep the virus
spreading.

The necessary conditions for successful
protest have complexified. How can we
balance the need for organised resistance on
the streets with the imperative to proactively
protect public health? What can we learn from
BLM about the most effective way for the
Left to reckon with safety concerns without
capitulating to biopolitical moral panic on
one hand, or denialism on the other? This is
clearly a quandary to be wrestled with for the
foreseeable future.

Meanwhile, politics has gone virtual amid
‘is0” life as the atomisation of late capitalism
manifests itself literally. The radical loss
of face-to-face interfacing has posed key
challenges: a breakdown in morale, flattening
of street engagement with the public, and in
some quarters, the degeneration of organised
activism into clicktivism and overwhelmingly
symbolic social media participation. 0On
the other hand, the anti-capitalist Left has
overcome its historic suspicion towards the
online realm, and activity has now exploded
into a myriad of professionally staged Zoom
forums alongside informal reading groups for
political self-education, theory, and praxis.

Steven CHANG & Mark WILSON, VICTORIAN SOCIALISTS

One certain silver lining of the pandemic
experience is that activists have been forced
to rapidly adapt to digital practices, which
positions them well for a future where online
organising at home may be as valid a practice
as socialist newspaper sales on the street
corner or plastering anarchist posters across
the city. Further meditations on the unique
and persisting value of face-to-face politics
may help to strike the right balance in a new
world awash with dizzying Tik-Tok videos and
frantic WhatsApp organising.

On paper, the current moment should be a
new opening for the Left to make demands
that powerfully connect with the sense of
precarity and loss felt by a whole generation
seeing its future crumble. Indeed, many key
conversations are taking place about the
inadequacies of punitive welfare, the hellish
abyss faced by a freefalling chronically under-
funded university sector, and ensuring the
safety and conditions of essential frontline
workers most exposed to the virus. Ultimately
the Left must confront the same ghosts that
have haunted it in recent decades, namely: a)
severe deterioration in organisational power,
b) the associated loss of collective social
power, and c) worsening amnesia about the
importance of a comprehensive unifying
strategy to challenge capital. In order to
transform the New Great Depressioninto anew
era of insurgent radicalism, anti-capitalists
must work to build the right foundations
for cohering individual movements into a
systematic mass movement to disrupt the
power of capital. Only then can we hope to
resolve the apocalyptic crises of our time.

Thereis nostraightforward pathtoresolving the
tension between a desperate need for radical
social change and the serious constraints that
hinder the Left, not least of all in the middle of
a pandemic. When contesting whatis and isn’t
essential in a crisis, we must insist that an
effective confrontation with capital is the most
essential thing of all. ¥
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AT A DISTANCE

An Anonymous Dispatch from the Island of Singapore on the Malay Peninsula

Lt's strange to be writing from a place of personal crisis and
Being unwell. On the one fand, it fecls like a self-centred
overstatement of individual despair against the Backdrog
of a deadly global pandemic exacerbating sufffering and
hardshig, and en the other, it doesn't feel right to ignore this
3@5@01’)’ and 3e€ression, to weigﬁ up 3ifﬁcu/ties anc?@riui/eges
as if in a zero-sum game, when fiow L ended ug fere feels
very much connected to that Broader context. To fe more
3irect L don't think what L fee/ is the worst ameong others
by any stretch, even something L would downplay, Gut L do
think this feeling and resgonse are themselves symgtoms of
evergtﬁing that tru/ao( is sﬁm‘g.

L wasn't sure about including this gart. But even in so-called
radical circles, whether /eﬁist anarcﬁ/‘st uh‘m/eft, and so
on, T feel an unspoken expectation to gerform and present
well, to agpeal to an idea of the uncomgromising radical as
i(?enﬁfaq that requires a hardness and assuredness in tf")eorg
and praxis. Zsn't this confidence and eloquence, and in
turn guarding of ideslogical gurity, linked to false ideas of
revolutionaries and revelution, in fact witf familiar Reldovers
frem dominant cis-feterogatriarchal culture entangled in
cagital's totality? Yes, there are Jiffering modes of address
and purgoses to texts, 3?0Eferences Between s@ea&ing with
friends and to these indifferent or Rostile to us, Rowever
isn't there alse agenem/ tenaencg to Block out fﬁings deemed
lesser, distracting, or personal (this fas meant (failure to
address racism, transphobia, sexual assault, harassment,
aﬁ/eism, 393@/’/:’@@, sﬁaming, as well as other ﬁarmfu/ acts
in some scenes and mevements) in faveur of seemingly more
gressing and imertant matters, and te aggeal to a ind of
exeen‘ise ana"o@ecﬁvh‘g" in &now/eage? Lt almest feels like
the granular Gits of our social relations, the plays on ego,

3@5:‘)’061’/@ and clout, are net to Be transformed.

THhis is not to absolve myself fere, T recognise that T do
fall into such trags, too. So what L can offer isn't sgeaking
for anyene else, nor angtﬁing "aufﬁaritafive",Just my limited
gersgective of how things are in the territory af§inga@ore,
attachied to such questions and gersonal Baggage. @What of
§inga€ore then? To underline tf")ings, L understand it as a
racist autRoritarian cagitalist city state sRaged By the same
Qarty tﬁm‘got ﬁan&eagower ﬁg the British emeire over ©9
Years ago. Lt is disconnected fmm the @em‘nsu/a, structured
like a gaternalist corgoration, reliant en foreign investment
and migrant labour wfhile conscrigts Golster against an
existential angst, gragmatic to a fault and maintained By
everyday golicing and natienalist conservatism, increasingly
36@/001417)3 “smart” cgﬁerneﬁc tools, exgorﬁng colonialist
ideslogy and technologies of rule tArough its own investment

arms...

L want to agproach this place and time more in relation
to realities of wellness and care, or ratfier an uncaring and
unwellness, which are again Basedon 055@ruaﬁan, exgerience,
and media. L may (fittingly?) net do this well, and you may
think this Ras Been a weird diversion just to make myself
fee/ ﬁetter, and that's ﬁne. kagﬁe it is, magﬁ’e Z want to
feel Better, and Tm glad that a friend invited me to share
my thoughts in this newsletter. The Bare truth remains that
L faven't Been 3oin3 much for the Qast tweo montf”)s, fee//’ng
exfiausted, dejected, and immebilised at every turn and try,
and it weighs down on me like a constantly growing Ball of
faﬂure. z fee/ unqua/iﬁea to talk about angtﬁing Because L
faven't Been able to Be fully present, L faven't been active
and engaged, let alone excited about anything, any ossitility,
while work, no work, traumatic news, atomisation, layers of
isolation, and the demand to Be in the know and relevant
and analyse and offfer "takes” just giles on and on. L Raven't
Been functioning normally” at all and it sucks, even though
the gandemic should fiave thrown all ideas of normality and

normativity to the wind.

édnd Yet it survives, magﬁe even thrives. Grovernment
officials regeatedly Jeclare that we must gregare (for “the
new nermal” as the curve ﬂaﬁens out (for naw). O-)e%)/e
around me gerplexingly are taking it all so well, so ready to
return to that grescribed normal, making plans for tfeir lives
and futures. L don't Blame tﬁem, who doesn't want to live
well? But who gets to? (resentness is so much Jetermined
by fealth, and in that vein, value is Jerived from Both. To be
able to turn up and e gresent, to Qarﬁcigate and live within
cagitalism, te have plans and Believe in its rescribed future,
requires us to Be good workers and citizens, to even have
wagea emg/ogment to 6@3(’n with. Meritocmcg then lies,
saging everyone fas an equa/ ogportunity. To have access to
fousing, healtficare, theragy, mebility, to Be adjusted enough
to keep friends around through shared activity, to Rave time,
to go out, to date; afferding all these is predicated on being
groductive and governed. Vaily T am reminded of the values
at work, of werk. The gandemic itself shows up through
exfortations to “ugskill” and”stay employable” that returning
to work is the only way for life to continue, as well as what
#inds of care exist after incidental grofessional contact or

wages are strig@e& away. Ehich is to say, not very much.

e're so close to the whole thing collagsing, and yes that
is terrifying Because we Raven't known anytfiing else, but
everyone rushes about-turn to save it from doing so. How
can one fhigge to escage the systems of value imgosed ugon
us? How Jdoes one meet with an us? If care is gredicated
on f)au/‘ng networks of re/aﬁonsf)i@s, what ﬁa@@ens when
you can't form and keep tRose connections, or when
they fail you? The amount of care or uncaring that goes
aroun(}, amidst the entwined careerisms and eggortunisﬁc
public performances of wokeness, the unyielding structural
vielences, thie manoeuvrings in the state's ‘management” of
the @anc’)“emic—is any offﬁis cf)ang(’ng? O, what would it
take to change?

The ferritorg fias Been under confmementsince the 6eginnin3
of €pril, new in the second ghase of the economy's gradual
reggening after twe mentfhs of what the state called a"circuit
Breaker”. M)ang werk at fieme still, and some get to enjoy
dining sut. “The metaghor's logic is that the virus spreads like
an electric circuit, and the goal is to Break that. L'll spare
the fine details and focus on a crucial and surreal asgect
of this strategy, which is how the logic of confinement is
segregatea‘ tﬁrougﬁ gre—exisﬁng racial and ecenomic lines,
Just as it fias Been observed in numerous Q/aces that the
gandemic disgroportionately afffects those who Bear the
Brunt of “essential” [aﬁt)ur, ofl‘en racialised and 3en3er63.
From 0March, nationalist fears were mobilised, and the
state, acting like a garent, Beckoned §inga€orean students
and travellers aBroad to “come home” as the Border was
incrementally closed. These returnees are put ug at ne cost
in luxury Rotels (Qresumaﬁg for the strict control on quality
fﬁeg can 3e/iver) for their ’fozl-—(?ag quarantines. O‘)eogfe
already in §inga€are who have Been in contact with others
tested ositive would receive stay fiome netices” of the same
duration. Buen tﬁougﬁ treatment is free for all infectea with
Covid, as the gandemic sgread werldwide, Gorder controls
and natienality were used as a demarcation to Jeter gegple

fmm coming to Singa@ore to receive care.

The situation seemed to e under control until mid ﬁ)@n’/,
when it became clear that the virus was sgreading much
faster ameng migrant workers living in dermiteries, pushing
3ai/g regen‘ec? infections into the ﬁl’gﬁ fundreds, which led
to entire dorms, and later all dorms, Being locked down
indefmnitely (Before late Egril construction werk was still
continuing as it was deemed essentia/). gingagore fosts
close to a million transient migrant workers on its most
Basic work pass (for the lowest waged “unskilled work),
em@[@ge@@n’man’{g in the construction, manufacturing, care,

maintenance, and service industries. ﬁ)greements with origin

L

Anonymous

states efffectively locks one into sgecific jobs and wages By
nationality and gender, with men in construction coming
@rimari/oq from ch?ia, @ang/aaesﬁ, and Gﬁina. c3511rﬂ%ermare,
such patfis of immigration are usually tied to extortionate
recruitment fees and defit that takes montfis of work to pay
off Mere than 399,009 migrant werkers now live in
massive “purpese-tuilt” for-profit dormitories that Rouse
thousands, tygically ug to 20 to a reom with just 2.5m? of
gersonal space mandated, and cooking and sanitation spaces
shared communally (stfers live in converted factory spaces
and sub-divided residences). Hocated far from the city
centre within industrial areas, these are in effect gﬁeﬁoise3‘
mini towns with their swn markets, recreational facilities,
and autemated security gantries. T eir construction rampged
ug after the Bittle India riot (or revolt) of LOTB, which
saw increased controls placed on workers' mobility and
befavieur, to the extent of introducing laws that Banned
@uﬁ/ic n/’gﬁt 3rin4<in3 and zoning such dorms as "Quﬁlic
places’. Tt may Be apparent by now that there is a parallel
Between this arrangement of urban sgace, and the circuit

Breaker strateg Y the state had a&o@tea.

bs this was haggening, hiosgitals were quickly sverwfielmed
and "communitg care fact‘/h‘ies" were set up in massive
extibition falls for “less serious cases—though really, just
for these migrants who fave Been deemed to not require
fosgital care, it's not lie they were moved to Rospitals after
space (freed up. The same fotels used for retumees were
curiously not opened to fouse otherwise fealthly migrant
weorkers in need ofmucﬁ Better /iving conditions, But instead,
dedicated sites had to Be found or Built, from abandoned
agartment Blocks to empty army Barracks and floating
offf-shore lodgings, and enly for "essential workers” so they
could continue working. @While the state scrambled to do
tﬁis, some men were /eft @ em@/@gers with Beds and fans
in Bare unfinishied Buildings, or in some cases literally locked
in their dorms By egerators and not allowed to leave. Tens
af thousands were confme(? in [oc#((%wn‘just to wait and
see f they were sick as a massive testing and' securitisation
regime was set ug at the dorms. €blongside this, media
contm/,@uniﬁue laws, surveillance, and encaumge(? 5nitcﬁin3
were used to ensure obedience and manage optics. ‘Bg July,
some 49 migrants found to have flouted safe distancing
and quamnﬁne rules actua//ao( fad their work passes revm@(ea,
were Jegorted, and Banned from working in §ingaé)«9re
again, while citizens anagermanent residents face the threat
ofa /arge ﬁne or even é)rison. Edmidst all this, it's hard to
aveid the sense that migrant workers are seen as Jeegly
3ifferent to Ge fearea even, where netions ef cleanliness
mix with class warfare to groduce an almest pathological
subject, treated as a contagion in itself tRat needs to Be kept

in order.

The total number of peogle with infections on 3 ¢bugust
2020 is 56,812, with TI27 current active cases and
new daily cases in the mid Jouble digits. Mest of these
new infections are still of migrant workers in dorms, who
already account for around 94% of all cases. Regorting
of these numbers By the Ministry of Health (and thus the
state-managed press) is slit into tAree main categeries:
‘imgorted”, “community cases’, and “dorm residents”. Lt is
within this paradigm that a minister on the government
task force said, ‘we are now Jealing with twe separate
infections in Singagore," Ghile fﬁeg would aveid ogviouslg
racialised language, the intention is to completely contain one
population from the otfer, simple to do Because the logic of
segamﬁon was a/wags a/reaa‘g @resent, concrete and racist
to Begin with, the ingrained prejudices just relived now on
&H'Ig Qress conferences. Ghen questianec?, the Blame oftﬁe
sgreag was even gusﬁea onto the workers' (’nc?iuic?ua/, cultural,
and communal gractices, ratfer than the living conditions in
these Jormitories. §ure/oq these spaces that were 3@5:’3%3
grecisely to maximise grofit, reducing life into Godies = 21
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L#EE+AE continued from page 16

At a Distance

far cﬁeag laBour, rent squeezea out of warehoused Gunk
Beds, says enougﬁ about 3is€esaﬁi/itg. Lts also imgortant
to note fhere that at least five migrant workers fiad died
in late ﬁ)gr/‘/ while infectea, But ruled to fave net Been
Because of Couid-19 even though later deaths with similar
comglications were recorded. THhis again calls into question
whether the regorﬁng i’(se/f, using e@i&emi@/@gica/Jorgan
and taken together with the #inds of security agparatus
Jegloyed, is timed for containment of not just the virus But
also the Qatenﬁa/h‘g ofgro/etarian revolt.

But who cares, really? Do one dares to even aggreach
the idea that that's sometﬁing we migﬁt want and neec?,
always living in fear of a "race riot". L find that many
geogle in Singagore whe are concerned for migrant workers
actua//g think in a way that 3@@@@ mirrors the status quo,
aggroaching things with integration or assimilation in
mind. Gfen dorms Began to be designated “isolation areas”,
some concerned folks gathered in a telegram cfiat group
were thinking of ways to make sure people inside would
fave access to ghones, gregaid data, and communication
channels to the outside, while otfiers actually wanted to
create igital lessons for workers so they could “spend their
time gro@ucﬁue/g"... and net "turn /azg"? Because "fﬁeg're
frere to work™? €dnother discussion came ug that invelved
the “gragmatic” (racist) argument that workers might riot
so needed gggeasement and “care’, Do, it's not that shitty
conditions lead to revolt, ut that revolt is a 6ad thing arising
from newfere (or inexplicaBly, one’s nature’) and must Be
suegressea lest it Sé)reaas. €dnd care isn't sometﬁing J'ust
needed, But an instrument. Kater, activists who got round to
Jelivering care gackages and"sugpert” with the government's
6/@55/7)3 did so 63 gusﬁing out exeeriencea ?7@»65 and
organisers which have fistorically advecated for workers'
werking and living conditions. L couldn't stay subscribed
to that chat for /ong. Lt can't Be overstated fiow entrenched
and commen these ideas are, excuses made for the state and
cagitalism go largely unquestioned, likely Because it's the
nermal assumed as successful and’good”, and its defenders
are usually its Beneficiaries. Buen when stories aggear in the
news encoumging "resgecf" for migmnts anagrougs 099 ug
to say ‘yes in my Backyard” ((gmnte& many ethers say the
ogposite and even call migrants “entitled” for sgeaking ug).
tﬁeg fiide sometﬁing more insiaieus, requiring in the equatien
resgectaﬁi/itaq and adherence to the essentia/isec?@osiﬁens o(f
migrant and werker — who is 'good” and valuable, insofar as

tﬁeg work for that national success.

This serves as a kind of greview for the wider situation
sutside of the dormitories. 0any gesple were (and still are)
out of work due to the circuit Breaker and state assistance
fias been glainly dismal or laden with evidential reconditions,
the most direct of which were two §38600 payouts made
in ‘fb@n’/ and June to adult citizens. This is nowhere near a
living wage, esgecially if you have otfiers to care for. 0Meost
re[ief and a@@easement seemed instead aimed at Businesses
and employers, reflecting a stubborn refusal to cover or waive
residential rent and utility Bills, difficulties faced esgecially
@ those h’ving in @uﬁ/ic renta/ﬂats, many ofwﬁom are low
wage workers and grecariously employed or unemployed.
Some are single parents, some are disaBled or Rave chronic
illnesses, most fave no recourse agart frem government
stopgaps and private welfare organisations. This is also a
racialised reality offfecting Malag geople disgraportionately
due to long running discrimination in firing eractices, policies,
and golicing. M)igmnts on work and visit passes, too, are at
the mercy oftﬁeir emg/agers and landlords, ris&ing eviction
and 3e€ormﬁon, The un&er/ging message is that You must
work and felp’yourself, never mind that this doesn't actually
work, and never mind that peogle's conditions of goverty are
easily ignored in relation to staying in power Gecause they

form a fidden numerical minerity. = 23
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The Pension Reserve of South Korea
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At a Distance

éommunhy aid efforts did sgring u, inc/u(}ing ﬁigﬁer—
grofile denation Jrives By charities as well as grassrosts
efforts By young liberals and progressives, particularly as
the circuit Breaker coincided with Ramadan. T was myself
invelved for a while in a mutual aid groject started By wares
infoshog library in 0Narch, which is Based areund a set of
online farms and sgreac?sﬁeets remote/g mafcﬁing é)e%)/e's
asks and of(fers o(f suggort. It 5egan as just sometﬁing for
(friends and acquaintances to fiel each otfier out at the start
of the circuit Breaker @ ma&ing known needs and skills,
referencing similar Gut much larger projects in places like
Dew York @ltg However gfter about two weeks, word
fad sgreaa and it startec')“gaining traction with Qee)@/e who
needed substantial felp with rent, Gills, fees—generally,
Jebt—groceries, infant formula and diagers, medical and
/ega/ issues, /aé)t%)s for remote [eaming, and so on, 6r(’ngin3
total strangers who might otferwise have never met into
direct contact and conversation. Unlike the local organising
usually thoughit of in mutual aid, fere connection was much
less immediate, gesgraghically spread out and less conducive
to meeﬁng and 5ui/3in3 re/ationsﬁigs, fecus instead 6ein3
on meeting needs. Lt became clear that there were a lot of
gedgle in need and eing failed By the state, and Based on
what researchers and social workers have told us forgears,
this was already s even Before the gandemic. €hgart from
about a thousand geogle following updates on a telegram
channel, dozens of geople got actively involved, some
sourcing for items and making Jeliveries, some translating,
communicating, and grotlem solving, while otfers raised
funas on a small scale tﬁmugﬁ Book and c/otﬁing sales. %g
mid June, 2009 or so asks had Been fulfilled, with over
§840,000 transferred Between individuals.

The thing though, is that this created a lopsided platform
for “giving” mirrering estatlished logics of charity, and X
susgect many treated invelvement in such a way, in some
amerghous sense “doing good” to offset disbelief that
geople fave it this 6ad in Singagore. $bnd maybe that's
enougﬁ, wﬁg does it have to Be angtﬁing more? Lsn't it
oggortunistic to make it political? Zn that case, what Joes
“solidarity, not charity” mean? Gn the one Rand it's all
genuinely really cool to witness, L wouldn't have thought
geople in anti-fandout §ingagere cared, and this was
Qmof that tﬁings can Be 3ifferent and geog/e are wi//ing
to collaborate and assist others unconditionally, Gut on
the other hand a hierarchy to needs seemed to manifest,
an unsgoken suggestion that one fias to cross a certain
threshold Before asking for help, that some troubles and
sufffering are too small or immaterial, or can already e
served without mutual aic?, that scarcitg is real in the sense
that there really isn't enough to go round, even though
the state continues to sgend and Bail eut comganies,
and the dozens of Billionaires remain silent. Sa that
distelief actually speaks to something deeger, some faith
placed in the gersisting order, and inadvertently resists
tacv‘(/ing the @roﬁlem from the other ena, of gressuring
those that fold power and immense wealth. Zt was also
emotionally draining, at least in my exgerience, to chat
with Qet)@/e constanf[g who needed f")e/@, and se much and
so urgently. Rife gractically fiad to Become ungaid social
work far @e@@/e z may never 3et to meet. Tﬁeg weren't
frienas, neigﬁﬁours, or co-workers, and semetimes would
even compete with others for attention and resources,
understandable Because that's what sociefg fas taugﬁt us.
This mixed in with uncertainty at times about whether
asks were real (since everytfing is online and textual,
instances of abuse of the glatform did aggear), coupled
with isolation (of Both “social distancing” and Being out

of touch with friends and mevements elsewfere). surely

didn't ﬁe/@. ¢bs you can imagine, my own mental fealth
was afffected and L didn't realise until it was too late and

Burned out.

Bewere likely alljust as new atthis stufif and simply learning
as we went along, fraught with friction and frustrations. Zt's
evident the Qrfy'ect fas its sﬁortcomings But still it stood out
as one, iff not the only, that challenges accegted narratives
of exclusionary nationalist “selidarity” and aggealing to
autﬁor/’tg, while alse encaumging se/f—organisea networks
of communal suggort and care. éblthough mutual aid
isn't infierently an anarchist or communist practice, it gets
tiresome to ﬁn&‘ it 3@/1’6@1’01‘@@ coo@te& to obscure that
connection, such as when tﬁe”Singa@ore Gid Hub" directory
website chose a national symbel as its logo, and then fiad
one of its foun&ers promote itse/fin the Qress while Laying
/i@ service to Kre@ot&in in a way em@ﬁe& of any @o/itica/
content counter to the status quo, instead folding mutual aid
as a gractice into the 3ovemment€m@agan30 initiative and

fashitag "§@unitec7"(for"a 5ri3ﬁter future for §inga€ore".

THhe tiredness grows f)eaug. €bs mentioned, L Jon't think
this is only gersonal, But a symgtom of the general social
and gelitical climate one must face living in Singagore. The
rich or insulated could say that things are going well, yet they
control so much of the narrative to maintain that nermality.
This is hostile tem’torg with little roem for alternatives, let
alone an emancigatery, transformative, abolitionist golitical
groject. @ell-meaning progressives might end ug shutting
down @055/’5/’/1’1‘/’@5 Because tﬁeg ascribe values Jerived ﬁom
what is already dominant onto what they think is workable
and desirable in activism. That is, they Il golitely tell you
gou're t9o maica/, tﬁatgou must work with the government,
the golice, lawmakers, corporations, grofessional exgerts,
and their institutions to make things Better—or Bear the
Qunisﬁment You deserve for steé)@ing out of line. The
liberalism which they see as asgirational requires that gesple
Be 6r0u3ﬁ1‘ into the saqsl‘em and its fierarchies, rather than
rupture and a dismantling of that in itself.

ith the pandemic, many such conflations made when
tﬁin&ing about the state are 5n9u3ﬁt into the open: that
fealthcare can and should enly e gerformed through
state autRority; that good fealtfcare is only possible under
the Qrosgerity secured 6;14 this government; that resources
accumulated  through cagitalism is what allows the
successfu[ containment of the Qanaemic. you ﬁn& this in
tankies' exaltation of the Chinese state's efforts too. Ehooly
this logic to security, food, energy, infrastructure, education,
and it still sticks: those other chﬁces areJusf for g/aces
where the state oesn't work or do what it Ras te. Here, even
if people can recognise that some things are 6ad (tRough net
as 6ad as migmm‘ weorkers in the @\u/f States Rave it, the
retort may go). theyd inveke a Baseline of a ‘first world
Singagore" which they ve acceén‘ec? as inescagaﬁ/e and where
cf")ange is unnecessary and unimagina@/e, exgressec? in all the
things they d call “our” desgite fiaving no actual ewnership:
economy, natien, workers, military, reserves, gassport,
government. $bllegiance to this entity requires the foreclosure

of other /ifewags‘

Ls “care” expressed only as an addition to the pacifying
agparatus, semething to quell political discourse and action,
or does it do the opgosite, Bring pesple into connection and
shared struggle? How do we care Both near and the far, or
ratfer, Row does one reconcile such practice with despair? Lt
was incre&f@/g dissonant that re@ression, revolt, and regrisa/
was reigniting in some parts of the world following from the
extended sequences of urisings in 2079, the possibility of
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golice and grison abolition proliferating, and yet many fiere
fHunkered down to ‘particigate in 3emocmcg" @ arguing ever
general election candidates and launching inconsequential
skirmishes over rhetoric. yes, the 3ouemment Jecided to
fold elections in July, which unsurgrisingly 6rou3ﬁt the ruling
garty to another term alfeit with a few mere ogposition
INPs. The ﬁrst‘ deBates in @ar/iament? Sver "secun’ng
§in30€0rean J’@ﬁs", subtext 6ein3 'foreigners are stea/ing
our jobs" Hest we forget that the otfier peogle wanting to
run the state is on/aq the “weorkers Qar’rg" in name. Then in
bugust, tanks rolled down suburban "feartland” streets for
national day "celebrations’, tRousands of eogle going out in
the middle ooca é)anc?emic to wave ﬂags at é)o[ice, mi’itary
weagons, and fireworks. Do punishments fianded out for
these crowds ignering safe 3istancin3. ¢bt the same time, the
voices of "ungrateful” undergaid fealthcare and “essential”
workers are drowned out, the fenced up dorms and care
facilities could Be forgotten, and the new nermal could Be
usfiered in with democratic fanfare. CJith all the constant
Gombardment that things are alright and nothing mentioned
ef imeenc?ing auster/’tg, it rea”g is like the saging that it's
easier to imagine tfie end of the werld than of cagitalism.

MGgﬁe it's exgectea that texts don't end on a 3@wner, that
there is something otfier than Blow after Blow of negativity
and desgair. But that's where L am at this moment. M)agﬁe
it's coloured my reaaing of situations and other Qeog/e.
M)agﬁe L Rave Been too fiarsh and narrow-minded, ironically
falling into that trap of ideological purity. €bnd mayte all
this will cﬁange ina coué)[e af weeks, and magﬁe Ll write
you again. Of course T could talk aout the necessity and
Beauty of communist measures, groclaim all gower to the
communes, But what dees that materia//oq mean where L
am, given what L fiave observed? @We're far away, net in a
linear sense even if some will fiave us Believe that ‘grogress”
is a 5-steg grogramme, Gut distant in sgirit and imagination.
From what Z can tell though, we're not alone in this. Friends
elsewhere may have 3ifferent contexts But contend with the

imgasse of similar oBstacles.

z"(ow to 6rin3 the Qressure even as mutual aid is arganisec?
on the ground? How to Build antagenistic cagacity that
resgonds to structural issues? @Aat are the counterlogistics
of Being able to grow and distribute food, to have fuel
and energy, to have medicine and fealthicare while also
Jestituting their world of devastation”? ‘Begon& the logics
work and capitalism, what kinds of valuation of fiealth and
notions of life run through radical imaginaries? ¢bnd all
that in relation to climate catastroghe? O to put ansthier
way, who's gart of it? Whe 3ets to create, to love? gfow
are ideas communicated? C0ho's left outside, what Borders
are ept? Ls the ‘migrant” always so? The worker? @iy
are we still ta/&ing about U‘BZ"? 9’(0(1} are we to live? I'm
thinking Back to Jehanna Hedva's Sick Beman Tﬁearg,
an essay and zine which Ras made its rounds, Gut L wonder
aBout how much of('t fias Been ser(’ous/g consi@erec?, and who

fas outrigﬁt ignorea it.

The horizon is often inveked as 5ometﬁin3 to come, But as
a concept, is it not also signifying something that never quite
arrives? So when a communist herizon is talked aBout, is
that refem’ng to sometﬁing a/wags at a distance, like how
many still think of revelution” as an event, or does it contain
things that are real and can already Be gracticed? In a
similar way, ifcare is at the centre eftﬁe tmnsfarme3 social
relations we Jesire, is it sometfing field at a distance or that
can e realised rigﬁt fere and now? @
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